REPORT ON WEBINAR CELEBRATING NATIONAL WILDLIFE WEEK 2026

Theme: "Connecting Habitats, Thriving Wildlife"

Date & Mode: 8th October 2026 | Virtual / Online Mode

Organized by: Extension Division, Forest Research Institute, Dehradun

Participants: 50+ (Officiating Director & GCR, Division Heads, Scientists, Officers, Staff,
Research Scholars, and Students)

1. Introduction & Context

National Wildlife Week is observed annually during the first week of October to renew
collective commitments toward biodiversity conservation. On 8th October 2026, the Extension
Division of FRI organized a national webinar on the theme ""Connecting Habitats, Thriving
Wildlife." The webinar brought together forestry researchers, academicians, and students to
discuss contemporary conservation strategies aimed at addressing habitat fragmentation and
restoring ecological corridors.

2. Proceedings of the Webinar

Welcome Address & Context Setting: The programme commenced with a formal
welcome address by Dr. Charan Singh, Scientist-G & Head, Extension Division, FRI. He
welcomed all dignitaries and participants and outlined the relevance of celebrating
Wildlife Week in the context of contemporary ecological challenges.

Address by the Chair: Sh. D.P. Khali, Group Coordinator (Research) and Officiating
Director, FRI, addressed the gathering. He emphasized that wildlife cannot thrive on
isolated ecological islands and stressed the urgent need for landscape-level planning. He
highlighted that FRI and the ICFRE network play a crucial role in creating physical
corridors through sustainable silviculture, landscape management plans, and the
ecological restoration of degraded tracts.

Keynote Lecture by Dr. Bilal Habib: The keynote address was delivered by Dr. Bilal
Habib, Senior Scientist and renowned Conservation Biologist from the Wildlife Institute
of India (WII), Dehradun. Dr. Habib delivered an engaging presentation focusing on
large carnivore ecology, linear infrastructure mitigation (highways and railways), and
animal dispersal through human-modified landscapes. He demonstrated how integrating
modern quantitative tools and field ecology with infrastructure planning can facilitate
coexistence and secure viable migratory corridors.

Vote of Thanks: The webinar concluded with a formal vote of thanks delivered by Dr.
Devendra Kumar, Scientist-F, Extension Division, FRI. He expressed sincere gratitude to
the keynote speaker, the officiating director, divisional heads, organizers, and over 50
enthusiastic attendees across ICFRE institutes and FR1 Deemed to be University.

3. Key Takeaways

1. Holistic Landscape Management: Conservation discourse must broaden from exclusive

protected areas to permeable, interconnected production landscapes.



2.

Mitigation of Linear Infrastructure: Incorporating scientific, evidence-based wildlife
crossing structures into developmental projects is critical for genetic exchange and
species survival.

Synergy of Forestry and Wildlife: Sustainable silviculture and forest restoration
directly serve as the structural backbone of functional ecological corridors.

Moderation of the session and Report Compiled by: Sh. Lokinder Sharma, Scientist-C,
Extension Division, Forest Research Institute, Dehradun
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