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ICFRE holds Side Event on ‘Land Degradation
Neutrality, REDD+ Readiness in India’

DEHRADUN, DEC 7
(HTNS) The Indian Coun-
cil of Forestry Research and
Education in collaboration
with International Centre
for Integrated Mountain
Development and GIZ
hosted a side event on
‘Land Degradation Neutral-
ity and REDD+ Readiness
in India® at India Pavilion of
Twenty Fifth Session of
Conference of Parties (COP
25) of United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC)

'at Madrid (Spain). The
event apprised the global
audience about Govern-
ment of India’s initiatives
for land degradation neu-
trality, salient features of
National REDD+ Strategy
and various- forestry
programmes and projects
for achieving climate
change mitigation and land
degradation neutrality in
India by 2030. The Side
Event was organized on 6
December at COP 25,
Madrid.

Dr Suresh Gairola, Di-
rector General, ICFRE
chaired the session of Side
Event and highlighted that
the policies, laws and regu-

lations related to forests in
India are conservation cen-
tric and mainly focused on
enhancement of forest and
tree cover for sustainable
flow of ecosystem goods
and services for well-being
of the communities, He
stated that Prime Minister

Narendra Modi while ad-
dressing a high-level seg-
ment meeting of the Con-
ference of Parties (COP14)
to United Nations Conven-
tion to Combat Desertifica-
tion (UNCCD) on 9 Septem-
ber announced for setting
up a Centre for Excellence
in India at the Indian Coun-
cil of Forestry Research and
Education and to promote
south-south cooperation
with friendly countries. Fur-
ther, he highlighted the sa-
lient features of National
REDD+ Strategy and con-
tribution of IEFRE research
in achieving climate change
mitigation and land degra-
dation neutrality targets.
Rajendra  Shende,
Chairman, TERRE Policy
Centre and former Director
UNEP> highlighted the
women led initiatives in cli-
mate change mitigation and

climate education being
conducted by TERRE
Policy Centre in the Tribal
District of Orissa.
Mechthild Caspers,
Head of Division, Precau-
tionary Soil Conservation,
Peatland Conservation;
Biological Diversity and Cli-
mate Change-Division of
Ministry for the Environ-
ment, Nature Conservation,
and Nuclear Safety (BMU),
Federal Republic of Ger-
many: stated that BMU is
supporting the developing
countries on forest resto-
ration through Intérna-
tional Climate Initiative.
She appreciated the works
done under REDD+
Himalaya Project imple,
mented by ICIMOD and
GIZ in partnership with
REDD+ focal points in four
Hindu Kush Himalayan
countries of Bhutan, India,

Myanmar and Nepal. AK
Rastogi, Special Secretary,
Department of Forest En-
vironment and Climate
Change, Government of
Jharkhand highlighted the
contribution of communi-
ties of Jharkhand in climate
change and Carbon miti-
gation through sustain-
able management of forest
and other natural re-
sources.

Delegates from many
countries participated in
the side event including
Union Minister Ohn Win,
Ministry 6f Natural Re-
sources and Environmen-

tal Conservation of
Myanmar.
_._ DrRS Rawat, Scientist

Ihchm:ge. Biodiversity
and Climate Change Divi- -
sion, ICFRE coordinated

the session of the side
event.
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ICFRE holds event on COP 25 underway in Macid

PNS W DEHRADUN

uring the twenty fifth

scssion ot Conterence ot
Parties (COP 23) of United
Natinns Framewnrk
Cenvention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) under-
way 2l Madrid in Spain, the
Indian Couneil of Taresiry
Rescarch and Education
{ICFRE| in collaboration
with International Centre for
Integraled Muouniain
Development and GIZ host-
od a aide cvent on land
degradation neutrality and
HEDD+ readiness in India

The cvent apprised the
global audicnce about
Gavernmenl ol India’s ini
tialives fve Land degradalinn
neutrality, salicnt features ot
National REDD+ Strategy
and various furesiey pro
granumes and projects for
achieving climate change
mitigation and Tand degra
atiun neulrality in India by

2030. Chairing the event, the
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ICFRE director general
Suresh Gairola highlighted
thal pelicies, liws and regu
lations related to torests in
India arc conscrvation cen-
tric aned mainly fucused on
cnhancement of forest and
tree cover for sustainable
M 0l ecnsystem goads and
services (nr well being afthe
communitics.

Various programmes and
projects are being imple
menled in the country fur
sustainable menagement of
torests as well as tor mecting
the Nationally Delermined
Contribulion Gaoal,
Sustainable Development
Goal and Land Degradation
Neutralily targels.

India is nne of the top ten
countries where forest and
troe cover are increasing and
(iresty are nel sink of carhon
diexide. He stated that
Prime Minister Narendra
Mudi while addressing @
high Jevel segmenl meeling

ot the COPl4 had

4

announced to sct up a Centre
for Excellence in Tnidiaat the
ICERE and (o promole
south-south cooperation
with triendly countrics who
may wish o access knowl
edpe, lechnnlogies and Irain
ing of manpower to address
the land degradation issucs.
Further, he highlighted he
salient fentures of National
REDD+ Strategy and contri-
bution of ICFRE rescarch in
achieving climale change
mitigation and land degra-
dation ncutrality targets.
Chairperson of TERRE
Palicy Centre and furmer

UNEP director Rajendra

Shende highlighted the
witmen led initiatives in i

male: tlmngr mil'gnl'uln and
climate education being con-
ducted by TERRE Policy

Centre in the 1rilal region ul
Onlisha, He also apprecialeld
tac rescarch done by ICFRE
tor restoration ot degraded
forest lands and climace
chunge miligalion,
Delegates trom varlous
countrigs participated in the
side event and expressed
Ihelr desire Lo parlicipate in
the centre of excellence being
estublished w1 ICFRE Tor
addressing issue related 1o
land degradation neutrality,
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Doon-based ICFRE hosts session on
land degradation in Spain

SHIVANI AZAD, TNN = DEHRADUN

1 DAY AGO

Dehradun: Doon-based Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE)
hosted a session on ‘Land Degradation
Neutrality and REDD+ Readiness in India’
at India Pavilion of Twenty Fifth Session
of Conference of Parties (COP 25) of
United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Madrid,
Snain on Fridav

Through the event, ICFRE apprised the
global audience about India’s initiatives
for land degradation neutrality, salient
features of National REDD+ Strategy,
and various forestry programmes and
projects for achieving climate change
mitigation and land degradation
neutrality in India by 2030.

Dr Suresh Gairola, director general,
ICFRE, chaired the session of side event
and highlighted that the policies, laws,
and regulations related to forests in

India are conservation-centric and
mainly focused on enhancement of
forest and tree cover for sustainable
flow of ecosystem goods and services for
well-being of the communities.

The session was hosted in collaboration
with International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development and GIZ.

“Various programs and projects are
being implemented in the country for
sustainable management of forests

as well as for meeting the Nationally
Determined Contribution Goal,
Sustainable Development Goal and Land
Degradation Neutrality targets. India is

one of the top ten countries where forest

and tree cover are increasing and forests

are net sink of carbon dioxide,” said SC
Gairola, DG-ICFRE, Dehradun.

Rajendra Shende, chairman, TERRE
Policy Centre and former Director UNEP
highlighted the women-led initiatives in
climate change mitigation and climate
education being conducted by TERRE
Policy Centre in the tribal district

of Odisha. He also appreciated the
research done by ICFRE for restoration
of degraded forest lands and climate
change mitigation, and civil society
could provide assistance to ICFRE in
capacity building of the stakeholders on
sustainable land management through
Centre for Excellence.
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