Extension Division
ICFRE-FRI, Dehradun

A brief Report of training conducted on
“Hill Agroforestry”
[27™" February — 1%t March, 2025]

The Extension Division of ICFRE-Forest Research Institute, Dehradun, conducted a
three-day training on “Hill Agroforestry” from February 27, 2025, to March 1, 2025, at Krishi
Vigyan Kendra, Dhanouri, Haridwar (Uttarakhand) under the CAMPA-Extension (Van Vigyan
Kendra — Krishi Vigyan Kendra Networking). The training was inaugurated on February 27,
2025. During the inaugural session, Dr. Charan Singh, Scientist-F, outlined the training program
and welcomed Dr. Purshotam Kumar, Officer Incharge of Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Dhanouri, and
requested him to deliver the inaugural address. Dr. Purshotam spoke about the importance of
agroforestry and emphasized its significant role in livelihood generation in Uttarakhand. Other
scientists from ICFRE-Forest Research Institute, Dehradun, also shared their views during the
inaugural session.

The technical session commenced with a lecture by Dr. Charan Singh, who presented on
“Agroforestry in Uttarakhand.” He explained that agroforestry practices involving tree and crop
combinations vary with landscape and altitude in Uttarakhand. He discussed various agroforestry
systems, their modernization, and economic viability. He also covered suitable tree-crop
combinations in the Terai Bhabar, Shivalik, Lower, and Higher Himalayan regions of
Uttarakhand, and highlighted the potential for local employment generation through agroforestry
practices in the hilly regions. Dr. Singh also gave a brief overview of the potential of medicinal
and aromatic plants in agroforestry. A talk on “Multipurpose Trees in Agroforestry” was
delivered by Shri Rambir Singh, Scientist-E, who provided a detailed account of multipurpose
tree species and their importance in agroforestry within the state. He also addressed soil
suitability and nutrient management in agroforestry systems.

Dr. Vipin Prakash, Scientist-F from the Forest Pathology Discipline of the Forest
Protection Division, FRI, presented on “Making Mycorrhiza-Based Biofertilizer and Its
Application in Agroforestry.” He explained the process of making mycorrhiza-based fertilizers
and their application in agroforestry practices. Ms. Charisma K, Scientist-B from the Pathology
Discipline of the Forest Protection Division, delivered a talk on “Disease Management in Hill
Agroforestry.” Her presentation focused on identifying and controlling diseases affecting
agroforestry species, both trees and crops.

Dr. M.S. Bhandari, Scientist-E, delivered a lecture on “Improved Planting Stock of
Agroforestry Species” and discussed the production of quality planting stock and genetic
interventions. Dr. Devendra Kumar, Scientist-F from the Silviculture & FM Division, spoke on
“Utilization of Agroforestry Species for Sustainable Livelihood” and introduced eco-friendly



fiber extraction technology from Bhimal. Mr. Lokinder Sharma, Scientist-C from the Extension
Division, delivered a talk on “Role of Silvicultural Practices in Maintaining Agroforestry
Plantations,” providing a detailed account of plantation management strategies for agroforestry
and farmland.

Dr. Purshotam Kumar, Officer Incharge of KVK Dhanouri, highlighted the work of KVK
Dhanouri in agroforestry and soil conservation. The ICFRE-FRI team, under the guidance of Dr.
Yogesh Kumar Saini, Associate Professor/Scientist at KVK Dhanouri, conducted a field visit for
the participants. During the visit, participants learned about soil conservation and management
techniques, vermicomposting, and poultry practices in relation to agroforestry. They also visited
agroforestry fields, where they observed mustard-mango-based agri-horticulture agroforestry
systems. A total of 28 participants, including farmers and graduate and postgraduate students,
attended the training. All participants were provided certificates for their participation.

The team from ICFRE-FRI, Dehradun, under the supervision of Ms. Richa Mishra, IFS,
Head of the Extension Division, along with Dr. Charan Singh, Scientist-F, Shri Rambir Singh,
Scientist-E, Mr. Lokinder Sharma, Scientist-C, and Technical Assistants Mr. Naveen Chauhan,
Mr. Pwan Devshali, Mr. Amit Singh Negi, and whole team of extension division did
commendable work in ensuring the success of the program.
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