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Under #Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, an awareness programme on the topic "Impact of climate change in the
Himalayan region was organized by HFRI in the institute on 28" December, 2022. On this occasion, Dr. Jagdish

Singh, Scientist-F & Head Extension division delivered a talk on Effects of climate change and challenges in the
Himalayan Region. He expressed concern over the changes in the weather and said that due to the changing

weather, the zone of species occurrence is shifting. He further elaborated about the importance of snowfall in

November-December in ecology and also talked about growing winter tourism. Dr. Vaneet Jishtu, Scientist-E &
keynote speaker talked about “Our Warming Planet”. He apprised the participants about Global Warming,
International Treaty Kyoto Protocol and Paris Agreement. He briefed about the five main steps that can be taken to
beat climate change. These include commitment, participation, healthy habits, environmental awareness, efficiency
and innovation. He said that we can learn continuously, adapt ourselves according to the situation and live a happy
life accordingly. Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Director, HFRI Shimla informed about Jadav Molai Payeng, an
environmental activist & Padma Shree Awardee and who is also known as the Forest Man of India. He encouraged
the participants by citing his example that how he single-handedly worked tirelessly for 30-35 years to plant trees
and take care of the sandbar in the Brahmaputra River and which turn into a forest reserve known as 'Molai Forest'
in Kokilamukh, Jorhat, Assam covering an area of 550 ha. Around 80 people from the institutes viz., scientists,
officers, employees, research scholars and field staff attended in the programme.
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