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Himalayan Forest Research Institute (HFRI), Shimla, organized an ‘Interaction-cum Training
Programme’ at the office of the Kargil Forest Division, Ladakh UT under VVK, Leh. About
15 participants comprising of Range Officers, Dy. Range Officers and Foresters from the
Kargil Divisional Office, took active part in this event. The programme was Chaired by Sh.
Muhammad Sajid Sultan, the Divisional Forest Officer, Kargil.
At the outset, Dr. Vaneet Jishtu, Scientist-E, on behalf of Director, HFRI, Shimla welcomed
Sh. Muhammad Sajid Sultan, DFO, Kargil and participants for sparing their valuable time
and attending this programme. He also highlighted the activities of the Institute especially in
the field of Cold Desert of Leh, Ladakh UT.
Sh. M.S. Sultan, DFO Kargil and Chief Guest, during his Inaugural Address, thanked HFRI
Shimla, for organizing such programme in Kargil area, and hoped that this Interactive -cum
Training Programme, will prove fruitful as they provide an interactive platform between the
researchers and the forest officials thereby reducing the gap between laboratory and the field.
During the Technical Session, Dr. Jishtu gave detailed Power Point presentation on ‘Goods
and Services of Cold Desert Ecosystem’. He further gave a presentation on the Nursery and
Plantation technology of Juniperus polycarpos (Shukpa). The forest officials were much
interested in the propagation of Juniper and requested the Institute to help them raise the
plants in Kargil itself. They also apprised the HFRI team about their efforts to germinate the
seeds of Juniper in their nursery with tips from the earlier training attended by them at the
Institute’s VVK at Leh. Some officials were concerned about the large scale insect pest attack
on Salix in the region. Many other issues were raised by the field officials especially that of
high value medicinal plants, which has great potential to go for commercial cultivation in the
valleys of Suru and Sapi in Kargil area.
The programme ended with vote of thanks by Dr. Jishtu, who also assured the participants for
more such Interactive Sessions with the field staff in future too.
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