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Dehradun: Unable to get
proper equipment to tackle
wildlife threat, India be-
comes one of the leading
countries in Asia to record
maximumnumber of casual-
ties of foresters. According
to International Rangers
Federation, recent calami-
ties like forest fire in Utta-
rakhand also led to death of
several people engaged in
forestactivities.

“The federation states
that while comparing causal-
ities of foresters in Asia,
Africa and America, India
has the maximum number of
foresters who have lost their
lives. In 2011-12, 34 such cases
wererecorded in the country,
in2012-13,14 cases and in 2013-
14, 24 such cases were regis-
tered,” Shashi Kumar, direc-
torgeneral of Indian Council
of Forestry Research and
Education told TOI.

TIMES OF INDIA, 12th SEPTEMBER, 2016

Foresters in India more vulnerable to
threats compared with Asian peers

WHO GUARDS THEM?

Kumar paid floral tribute
tothememorial of the forest-
ers at Forest Research Insti-
tute (FRI) and remembered
thesacrifice of people for for-
ests and wildlife on National
Forest Martyrs Day.

Hesaid that thereare con-
flicts which is resulting in
deaths of foresters. “Human-
wildlife interface has in-
creased many notches above.
The area of wildlife is dis-
turbed because of several

reasons, resulting into hu-
man-wildlife conflict. Our
front line forces are not
equipped to face this chal-
lenge. They lack modern
training and equipment,”
said the director general.

He further said that the
Indira Gandhi National Fed-
eration Academy would com-
memorate the sacrifice of P
Srinivas, an Indian forest of-
ficial who passed out from
the academy and lost his life
while combating with Veera-
pan, considered to be India’s
most notorious smuggler. He
said that they would honour
Srinivas’s family and also
pay tribute to the officer on
November 11 this year.

DrSavita, director FRIre-
called the sacrifices made by
foresters in various states of
the country towards con-
serving the forests and wild-
life, She emphasized that
modern techniques must be
made available for better
management.
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By OUR STAFF

: REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 11 Sep: To
commemorate foresters who
laid down their lives to protect
forests and wildlife, National
Forest Martyrs' Day was
observed today at Brandis
Road;  Forest Research
Institute. Dr Shashi Kumar,
Chief Guest and Director
General, Indian Council of
Forestry Research and
Education, paid floral tributes
at the Foresters’ Memotial to

honour and remember all men -

and women who have given the
ultimate sacrifice for forests
and wildlife.’

He recalled that on thls day
in 1730, over 360 people of the
Bishnoi Tribe were killed in

Khejarli, now in Rajasthan,

when they had objected to the
felling of Khem trees by the king
of Jodhpur. He also pointed out

that about 1400 foresters had

so far attained martyrdom while
safequarding the country’s forest

wealth and wildlife in India,

whlch is qulte hxgh compared to
the Asian and other countries of
the world.

On the: occasxon, Dr
Savita, FRI Director, also

recalled sacrifices made by

foresters in various state; ©of the

country. She emphasised tha
modern techniques must be put
to use for better management
of forests and wildlife.

National Forest Martyrs’
Day ‘was attended by a
wnumber of employee

ICFRE, FRI, CASFoS, IGNFA
including IFS Probationers.
Students of FRI Deemed
University were also present on

‘the occasion, Two- minutes of

silence were al

. memory of the
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National Forest Martyrs

Dagy observed at FiRI

DEHRADUN, -

SEP 11 (HTNS)
To commemorate foresters
who had laid down their

lives to protect forestsand .

wildlife, National Forest
Martyrs Day was observed
at Forest Research Insti-
tute, here today.

Dr Shashi Kumar, Chief
Guest and Director General,
Indian Council of Foreslry
Research and Education
paid floral tributes at the
foresters” memorial at FR1 to
honour and remember all
men and women who have
given the ultimate sacrifice
for forests and wiidlife. He
recalled that on this day in
1730, over 360 people of
Brshnox community were
killed in Khejarli in Rajasthan,
when they had objected to
felling of Khejri trees, by Lhe
king of Jodhpur.

He also pointed out that
about1400 foresters have
so far attained martyrdom
‘while safeguarding coun-
try’s forest wealth and wild-
life in India, which is quite
high as compared to the

of the world.

On the occasion, Dr
Savita, Director FRI also
recalled the sacrifices made
by foresters in various

“states of the country to-

wards conserving the for-

ests and wildlife. She em-

phasized that modern tech-

niques must be put to use

for better management of

Asian and other countries

forests and wildlife.
National Foresters Mar-’
tyrs Day was attended by a
large number of employees,
from ICFRE, FRI, CASF66
IGNFA including IFS proba-"
tioners. Students of FRI
Deemed University were
also present on the occa-
sion. A two-minute silence
was observed in the
memory of the martyrs. _
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FRI observes natlonal
forest martyrs day

PNS 2 DEHRADUN
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_sacrificed their life in efforts
_aimed at protectin; forests at
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