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Delegates visit areas where
greenery has been restored

Attend international workshop on forest hydrology

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MussOORIE, SEPTEMBER 25

The participants attending the
international workshop on for-
est hydrology, jointly organ-
ised by the Forest Research
Institute and Asia Pacific Asso-
ciation of Forest Research
Institute (APAFRI), paid a visit
to the forest area near Chuna
Khala that was reclaimed by

Eco Task Force under Kyarkuli {5

project, near Mussoorie, today.

Major SS Negi informed the
delegates that the Eco Task
Force was raised under the
aegis of Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests and Ministry
of Defence in conjunction with
states on priority tasks for chal-
lenging assignments in the
ecologically fragile and sensi-
tive areas, such as Kyarkuli vil-
lage in Mussoorie. The 127
Battalion, Dehradun, was set
up on December 1, 1982, with
the aim to control the process
of ecological degradation of
Shivalik hills and area around
Mussoorie where continuous
mining over the years had

Delegates from Asia-Pacific countries participate in a workshop on forest hydrology
in Dehradun on Wednesday. A Tribune photograph

wreaked havoc on the flora
and fauna of the region. The
efforts of the Eco Task Force
have paid rich dividends and
the greenery has been restored
in the area and the task force
was still continuing the good
work under the guidance of
Col SS Jaggi in other areas of
the state, added SS Negi.

The DFO, Mussoorie, also
highlighted the projects being
undertaken in the area such as
Shatra Dhara. He also said
that it was important to pre-

serve the area around Mus-
soorie as many perennial rivers
catering to drinking needs of
Dehradun flowed from the
region. He said that after the
restoration of the greenery in
the area, the water level had
risen to satisfactory level but
much was to be done in the
near future. Pandey also aired
his concern on the erratic road
construction and the dump-
ing of mud debris in the rivers
around Mussoorie, which
could lead in depletion of the

nafural resources, thus leading
to shortage of drinking water
bere. SR Reddy, Deputy Con-
servator, Forests, informed the
media that the delegates were
here to discuss forest influence
on precipitation and micro-cli-
mate and forests as a source
of water.
Eminent scholars,

pumo Braynzeel from Amster-
dam, AK Rana and Zhou
Guang Yi commended thy
efforts of the Eco Task Force in
restoring the area.
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‘Green tint’ of limestone
mines impresses experts

expertsspeak
A |AMDOINGA PROJEfT ON

¥ HYDROLOGICAL IMPACT OF
REFORESTING PASTURES & HAVE

Abhl“w Madhwal resrsssssssssserssesassrensarine
idehradinGhndsantmes o

DEHRADUN: The 127 battalion of the
Eco Task Force on Wednesday con-
ducted a briefing on afforestation
work done by it at Chunakhala
site for students of hydrology
from 11 Asia-Pacific countries.
The students had come to take
part in a seminar on hydrology at
the Forest Research Institute here.
Mussorie divisional forest
officer Neeraj Pandey explained
tothe partici theactivitiesin
the district in 1983 when the hills
were choked with limestone min-
ing. This mining catered toaround
34% of country’slimestone needs.
The Supreme Court took suo
motu notice of aletter written by
chairperson of Rural Litigation
and Entitlement Kendra (RLEK)
that was converted intoa PIL later.
The top court banned all min-
ingactivities in the region leading
to the shuttingdown of 105mines
inMussoorie and Sahastradhara.
The Eco Task Force, which

was set up in 1982 with the aim \ -
of greening up barren landand |

rehabilitating ex-servicemen,
was entrusted with the task of

greeningthehillsandreclaiming [

the mines too. Major SS Negi of
the force said their commanding
officer Col Kuljeet Singh Jaggihad
lauded the role of the ex-service-
men in the force. “We reclaimed
25limestone mines in Mussoorie
and the soldiers used to digholes
in the rocks and put in polybags
filled with soil to start the organic
procedure,” Major Negi said.
The 127th battalion of the
force started their work from

HAD SIMILAR EXPERIENCES HERE.
THE PROJECT HERE PRESENTS A
500D EXAMPLE OF AFFORESTATION.

AMPURNO BRUI)NZEEL Free University, Holland

\: |AM IMPRESSED WITH THE
A AFFORESTATION WORK DONE IN
DEHRADUN. IT'S AMAZING TO KNOW
THAT BEFORE GREENING WAS DONE
THESE HILLS HAD BECOME BARREN

DUE TO LIMESTONE MINING.

DR SITI NURHIDAYA ABU BAKAR, MALAYSIA

W THE ECO TASK FORCE 1S

ShahJahanpur in Mohand from
1982 and continued ill 1985. At
present the force is catrying out
greening inMana and Malarinear
Badrinath; their next greening
project is Aglad near Mussoorie.

FACED WITH A CHALLENGING
TASKAND THAS LIVEfD UPTOITS
REPUTATION. THESE FORCES HAVE
| BEEN WORKING IN CODPERATION

WITH THE ARMY AND THE PEOPLE

ANTONIO M DANO HYDROLOGIS, PHILIPPINES
SRR L

Major Negi said initially there
were 2 companies of theforceand

| the govemmqnt set up 2 more

companies. He said force asks peo-
ple to provide thelr land for five

| yearsfor afforestation purposes.
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Int’l workshop: De

PNS ® DEHRADUN

Delegates made field visits to different
sites for studying various aspects of
hydrology on the third and last day of the
international workshop on ‘Water and
Forests-Beyond Traditional Forest
Hydrology' organised at the Forest
Research Institute. d

The delegates visited Selaqui farm of
Central Soil and Water Conservation
Research and Training Institute, Dehradun,
a technical partner of the workshop. They
viewed the modern field laboratory, a
meteorological observatory and other infra-
structure facilities. To showcase and dis-
seminate the soil and water conservation
technologies, demonstration blocks are
developed and maintained on the farm. The

research facilities include runoff andted®

ment measuring devices to measure runoffs
at different gradient levels of the ground,
rainfall simulators for soil erodibility stud-
ies, lysimeter for recording evapo-transpi-
ration, micro-reliefmeter, etc. The delegates
took keen interest in various technologies
related to water conservation. Later, the del-
egates visited Mussoorie hills for hands on
experience of restoration through large scale

legates make field visits

on of lime stone mines. These
quarriesposed serious threat to the ecosys-
tem of Mussoorie area.

The selection of the right plant species
played & very important role in the suc-
cessful rehabilitation of the degraded for-

ites, Artificial seeding of grasses and

s, has been a commonly used

d to stabilise unconsolidated mine

tailing natural invasion of
shrub and trees. During this field visit the
delegates discussed various technical issues
related to soil and water conservation on
mountains. In the evening, the workshop
closed with the valedictory function, in
which the issues raised in various themes
were discussed and finalised. Delegates
from 16 countries attended the workshop
organised here in Dehradun.
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By OUR STAFF REPORTER -
DEHRADUN, 25 Sep: The
third and last day of the
International Workshop on —
‘Water and Forests- Beyond
| Traditional Forest Hydrology'
organised from 23rd September
at FRI was dedicated to feldvisns
so that the delegates could gain -
experience in the area of
hydrology. In the momlng hours
the delegate:

[ farm of the Central Soil & Water
Conservation Research & .
Training Institute, Dehradun, &
technical partner of the
| workshop, The farm is equipped

aboratory, a

meteorological cbservatory and - [
other infrastructure facilities. To
showcase and disseminate the
soil and water conservation
technologies, demonstration
kblocl(s _are developed and

gr‘ ient levels of the ground
rainfall simulators for soil
erbdzblhty studies, lysimeter for
2cording evapo»transpuatlon,

e The

micro-relief meter, etc. The

delegates took keen interest in

various technologies related to
water conservalion./

“visited Mussoorie hills to get

 restoration threugh large scale.re-

. rehabilitation of the degraded

: stabxlxse unconsolldated mine
 tailings that encourages natural.

During this field visit the delegates.

- related to soil and water
_conservation on mountains.

,'woi'kshopr closed  with the

~were discussed and finalised.

|

In the afternoon, delegates
hands on experience of

vegetation of limestone mines.
‘The selection of the right plant
species played a very important
role in = the successful

forest sites. Atificial seeding of
grasses and legumes has been a

invasion of shrub and trees.

“In the evening, the

valedictory function, in which the
issues taised on various themes
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DEHRADUN, 25 Sep: 'The:
Delegates of Asia Pacific Workshop *
on Water & Forest - Beyond
Traditional Forest- Hydrology'

“organised by FRI Dehradun in
association with APA FRI; Malaysia
and KFRI, Korea visited one of the
initial successful project sites of 127
ETF in Mussoorie hills, today,
popularly known as the 'Kiyarkuli
Micro-Catchment ~ and ~ Eco

Development Project 1985-1994"
which holds a citation - for
_successfully treating and reclaiming
25 limestone mines in the general 5
area of Ki Hathip
~and ‘Chunakhala,
""Reclamation of mined areas
was a complex problem, which
 called for a detailed survey and study - consists of five parts, which are Bare
‘of the area before earmarking'upon ~ Reek, -Mining Waste or Scree
the actual work. The mined area  Deposit, Unmined areas, Areas in

then inserted in these holes to initiate
the organic activity in the dead rocks.
A fast growing species of creeper
called the 'Kudzu' Vine was planted .
on the top of the reek as it spreads
in a short span of time and the result
is in front of you," said Col Kuljeet
Singh dJaggi, Commanding Ofﬁcer
127 Eco Task Force.

Major.S S Negi of 127 ETF
presented a detailed briefing to' the
delegates at  Chunakhala,

" inthe state Th elegcmon was led

initially done by making tublar holes
on the steep reek faces with
crowbars, chisels and Pinjor Reek
Drills, polythene bag plants were

and Around and the Surroundings,
each having different composition
and requiring different treatment.
The vegetative treatment was being -

Mussoorie about the
Microcatchment « Project and
various other projects that are
presenﬂy being run by the battalion

_programme was also aﬂenﬁed by‘
Dr Dheeraj Pandey, DFO,
Mussoorie who gave a defailed falk
to the delegates on the technical
aspects and benefits of the project
‘arried out by the Eco Task:Force.







