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Nature is important for us

dehradun@inext.co.in
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s there is correlation

between water and forest,
both are critical to meet the

rowing demand of the rapid-

F urbanising economy. At Lhe
same time, forests support
tremendous biodiversity, which
needs water, for its survival and
sustenance, said Union
Minister for Water Resources
Harish Rawat at the inaugura-
tion of a three-day interna-
tional workshop on ‘Water and
Forests-Beyond Traditional
Forest Hydrology’ at the Forest

Research Institute on Monday. -

“There.will be no exagger-
ation in saying that majority of
the world’s available water is

- driven by the hydrological
cycle in which forests play an

The Pioneer, 24th September, 2013
3-day international workshop maugurated at Forest Research Institute

Union Minister for Water Resou(ces Harish Rawal:speaks al the inauguralion of an international workshop at the FRI in

Dehradun on Monday

important role,” he said.

The speech of Asia Pacific

Pmneer pholn

Assocxatmn ofI‘on est Research

Institutions (APAFRI) chair-
man AL Mohammad was read
the association secretary SH
Chok who cautioned that avail-
ability and quality of forest
water in many regions of the
world is = increasingly
endangered by overuse, misuse,
pollution and massive envi-
ronmental changes such as
global climate change.
Reading the speech of
Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education direc-
tor general KJ Sekar, DDG
(Research) GS Goraya said
that ancient Hindu scripture
are replete with calls to con-
serve water and water sources.
It is here that the forests come
to play a very important role.
Well preserved forests not
only form catchment of river

systems, but also regulate the
water flows and help in main-
taining high water quality.
Traditional communities seem
to have great appreciation for
this fact and it is not uncom-
mon to find patches of forests
conserved by the local com-
munities with the sole objective
of harvesting clean water.

In the latter part of the day,
country reports -from
Bangladesh, China,-India,
Korea, Malaysia, Mexico,
Netherlands, Nepal, Phillipines,
Thailand and Vietnam were
read out. Ealier, the FRI direc-
tor PP Bhojvaid welcomed the
gathering and stressed on-the
importance of water in- the
ecosystem. Representatives
from 16 nations are participat-
ing in this workshop.
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Harish Rawat: Forests, water equally
important for healthy environment

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DEHRADUN, SEPTEMBER 23
Union Minister of Water
Resources Harish Rawat today
said that both forestszand
water held. equal importarice
as natural resources as they
not only contribute towards
ensuring a healthy environ-
ment but also help in sustain-
ing the existence of human
civilisation and also other
forms of life.

Addressing the inaugural
session of three-day interna-
tional workshop on "Water and
Forests-Beyond Traditional
Forest Hydrology" at Forest

Research Institute Dehradun,
Union Minister of Water
Resources Harish Rawat
pointed out that majority of
the world's available water was

~driven by the hydrological
cycle in which forests play'an
important role. He said at the
same time, forest supports
tremendous  biodiversity,
which needs water, for its sur-
vival and sustenance.

"Since there is direct depend-
ence relation between water
and forests, both are very crit-
ical to meet the growing
demand of the rapidly urban-
ising economy," hie asserted.

Earlier, welcoming the dele-

gates, PP Bhojvaid, Director,
Forest Research Institute,
Dehradun, emphasised on the
importance of water in the
ecosystem. He said he was

~-hopeful that _the_ three-day

" “aborkshopwill. prove to be an
excellent platform towards dis-
cussing forest hydrology
issues in the Asia Pacific
region.

Delegates from a total of 16
countries that includes partic-
ipants from Bangladesh,
China, India, Korea, Malaysia,
Mexico, Netherlands,
Nepal, Phillipines, Thailand
and Vietnam are attending the
workshop.
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International Workshop on ‘Water & Forests’ begins at FRI

Water is driver of Nature. Harish Rawat

ByOURSTAFFREPOm‘ER
DEHRADUN, 23 Sep: A three days

International workshop on ‘Water and Forests - -

Beyond Traditional Forest Hydrology’ was

inaugurated by Harish Rawat, Union Minister

of Water Resources today at the Convocation
Haltof the Forest Research Institute, here. Sixteen
countries across the globe are participating in
this workshop’ Dr Sim Heok Chok, Secretary,

APAFRI and Dr Kim Yong Kul, Korea FRIwere

among the other dignitaries at the workshop. At
the outset, Dr PP Bhojvaid, Director, Forest
Research lnshtute Dehradun welcomed the
delegates. He emphasﬁed the lmponanm of water
in the ecosystem. -

Harish Rawat, in his inaugural speech,
stressed that water performed the necessary
functions and, thus, was referred to as the driver
of nature. There would be no exaggeration in
saying that majority of the world’s available water
was driven by the hydrological cycle in which
forests play an 1mportant role Since there is a

. undermines developmentand inflicts enormous

hardship on more than a billion members of the
human family. And its quality reveals everything,
right or wrong, that we do in safeguarding the
dobél environment.......

The speeches of DG Forest and DG ICFRE

seem to have great appreciation for this factand

it is not uncommon to find patches of forests

conserved by the local communities with the sole
objective of harvesting clean water!

The science of forest hydrology in India is

atits developmg stage The Indian Council of

ducation; —an———In-thelatter part of the day, the-Plenary

and foresi, bulh were very cnhcal to meet the
growing demand of the rapidly urbanising
economy. At the same time, forest supported
tremendous biodiversity, which needed water for
is survival and sustenance. Forest and water were

equally imporlant natural resources essential not

only to ensure flourishing and healthy
environinent, but also to sustain the existence of
human civilisation and other forms oflife. The
former UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan, had
crisply summarised the importance of water.........

lCFRE ln hxs speech DG Furestsald that water 7

was the source of life and given the status of
‘father’ in Indian culture. Guru Nanak, the
founder of Sikhism says, ‘Pehle Pani Jeo Hai, Jit
Hariya Sab Koye’- meaning water is the base of.
all life, and the existence of flora and fauna
depends upon water. Our old scriptures are
replete with calls to conserve water and the water
sources. [t is here that the forests corme to play a
very important role. Well preserved forests not

_only form catchment of river systems, but also

Lack of access to water for meeting basic needs
such as health, hygiene and food security

regulate the water flows and help in maintaining
high water quality. Our traditional communities

auk)nomous body of the Mmlstxy of Environment
and Forests, Government of India mandated with

forestry research has identified areas of research

in forest hydrology and initiated field studies

" through itsinstitutes like Forest Research Institute,

Dehradun. Various other Research Institutes like
the National Institute of Hydrology, Roorkee and
ihe Central Suil Water Conservation Research
and Training Institute, Dehradun have also
initiated pilot field studies on various aspects

initiatives, however, are limited to small scale
watershed experiments, The scale of these

v mmahves needs to be enhanced to cover larger
watersheds at landscape level to develop deeper
understanding of the dynamics of forest
hydrology and arrive at approp:iate eco-system
specific models for managing hydrological
functions of the forests.

The Speech of Dr Abd Latif Mohmad,
Chairman APAFRI was read by Dr Sim Heok
Chok, Secretary, APAFRI. He highlighted the
activities of APAFRI since 2007, e.g., Asia and
Pacific Workshop on Multinational and
Transboundary Conservation of Valuable and

- Endangered Forest Tree Species in Guanzhhou,

China in 2011. These activities are getting active
support from [UFRO. The representative of KFRI
cautioned the audience thatavailability and quality
of forest water in many regions of the world was
increasingly endangered by overuse, misuse,
pollution and massive environmental changes

" such as global climate change. The Inaugural

Session ended with a Vote of Thanks extended by
Organising Secretary, MP Singh of FRI.

Session will had country reports from Bangladesh,
~China, India, Korea, Malaysia, Mexico,
Netherlands, Nepal, Phillipines, Thailand and
Vietnam. There were two concurrent Sessions
on the theme of Forest Hydrology and Climate
Change and Effect of Forest Management
Practices and Disturbances on the Quality and
Quantity of the Water. The first day of the
Workshop closed with ari ICIMOD Session on
Water, Forests and Climate Change in Hindu

related o forest hydrology, Most of these research Kush Himalayas. Dr Aditi Mukherji, Dr Eklabya

Sharma and Bhaskar Singh Karkey represented
ICIMOD.
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‘Forest, Water drive human civilization’

DEHRADUN: Harish Rawat, Union
minister for water resources,
emphasised that majority of
the available water is driven by
the hydrological cycle in which
forests play an important role.
Since there is direct relation
between water and forest, both
are very critical to meet the
growing demand of the rapid
urbanising economy he said.
He said, “Forest supports
tremendous biodiversity, which
needs water, for its survival and
sustenance. Forest and water
are equally important natural
resources which are essential
not only to ensure flourishing
and healthy environment but

= Union minister for water resources Harish Rawat being presenled a
memento by FRI director PP Bhojvaid (centre) at a workshop, in

Dehradun on Monday.

shop. During this speech, the
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secretary, APAERI. He high-

REPRESENTATIVES
FROM 16 COUNTRIES
PARTICIPATED IN THE
THREE-DAY WORKSHOP
ON WATER AND
FORESTS-BEYOND
TRADITIONAL

 FORRELIPRONY o

the world is increas- |
ingly endangered
by overuse, misuse,
pollution and mas-
sive environmental
changes such as glo-
bal climate change.
After inaugural

director general (DG) of mdlmL_hgmmmaammnemﬂABAERJ—smmphrW

also to sustain the existence of
human civilization and other
forms of life.”

He addressed the inaugural
session of a three-day interna-
tional workshop on water and
forests-beyond traditional for-
est hydrology, which kicked off
at the Forest Research Institute
(FRI) on Monday.

Representatives from 16 coun-
tries participated in the work-

Council of Forestry Research
and Education (ICFRE) said that
water is the source of life.

Well preserved forests not
only form catchment of river
systems, but also regulate the
water flows and help in main-
taining high water quality, he
said.

The speech of Dr Abd Latif
Mohmad, chairman, APAFRI,
was read by Dr Sim Heok Chok,

since 2007 e.g. Asia and Pacific
Workshop on Multinational and
Transboundary Conservation
of Valuable and Endangered
Forest Tree Species in
Guanzhhou, China in 2011.
These activities are getting
active support from IUFRO.
The representative of KFRI
cautioned the audience that
availability and quality of for-
est water in many regions of

sion was organised in
which reports from
various countries
like Bangladesh,
China, India, Korea,
Malaysia, Mexico,
Netherlands, Nepal,
Phillipines, Thailand
and Vietnam were
read out. The work-
shop will conclude on
Wednesday.

Forest kw», o,

There wen{"q ”
including six facm ’5001,, Y 57
two staff members and 159 950 7
ees from various courses. 1-_
commissioner MK Singhania
was the chief guest in the clos-
ing ceremony.

He briefed the participants
about various tax incentives being
given by the Centre in state for
promotion of ecotourism. Rajiv
Bhartari, chief conservator of
forest, ecotourism, said five more
birdwatching camps would be
held - Munsiyari (Sep 27 to 29),
Agora (Oct 4 to 6), Koti Kanaser
(Oct 18 to 20), Powalgarh (Oct 25
t027) and Nandhour (Nov 8 t0 10).







