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Dr VK Bahuguna to chair sessnon
.. .in FAO meetmg at Rome

By OUR STAFF REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 19 Sep: Dr VK
| Bahuguna, Director General,
| Indian Council of Forestry
| Research & Education will chair

| the sessioniduring twenty first .

session of the committee on

forestry ,(COFO) and world
forestry week to be held at FAO
headquarters in Rome during
24-28 Sept.

~ COFOisthe apex UN body &

on forestry and all the major
countries of the world will be
| participating in the session.
Chairing a session by Dr VK

Bahuguna is a "prestigious

honour for the country and
ICFRE and the International
reorganization for Dr.
Bahuguna. The theme of the
session is "Strengthening the
role of'forests in land use
decisions", which is very relevant
Af.or India as there is a rising

 management

conflict between . _ forest

demand for more land for other

uses. Various models of forest '
governance will also be diseussed

during the session with emphasm

on sharing of experiences

between country members.
Dr VK Bahuguna told thathe

and growing °

intends to raise very perhnent
issues in the meeting. He said,

* "World over forests play a very’

important role in ensuring food
and water secunty' and
mitigating climatic ‘changes.
During the session various
countries will share their
experiences about role played
by forests in these sectors".
"There is an increasing
pressure on the forests on for
meeting the food, fuel, fodder,
fiber and other NTFPs and the

- various strategies to strengthen

forestry as adopted by countries

“in the present scenario will ‘be

discussed. This is more

. important for fringe forest|-

villages," he added.

During the wisit Dr.
Bahuguna will be accompanied
by Saibal Dasgupta, DDG,
(Extension) and = Pankaj

:Aggarwal, ADG(EM).
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PNS ® DEHRADUN -

The‘ Indian Council of
Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE) director
general VK Bahuguna will
chair a session during the 21st
session of the Committee on
Forestry (COFO) and World
Forestry Week to be held at the
Food = and Agriculture
Organisation headquarters in
Rome from September 24 to
28. COFO is the apex United
Nations body on forestry and
all the major countries of the
world will participate in the
session. The theme is
‘Strengthening the role of
forests in land use decisions,
which is very relevant for India
as there is a rising conflict
between forest management
and growing demand for more
land for other uses. Various
models of forest governance
will also be discussed during

ICFRE chief
to attend int’l "
meet on forestry

the session with emphasis on
sharing of experiences between
member countries. g
Bahuguna said he intends
ta raise pertinent issues in the
meeting, “Forests play a vital
role in ensuring food and water
security and mitigating cli-
matic changes. During the ses-
sion various countries will
share their experiences about

roles played by forests in these

sectors. There is increasing
pressure on the forests for
meeting the need for food,
fuel, fodder, fiber and other
non-timber forest products.
Various strategies adopted by
nations to strengthen forestry
in the present scenario will be
discussed. This is more impor-
tant for fringe forest villages.”
said Bahuguna, The lessons
learnt in various countries will
pave the way for strengthening
role of forestry in land use
decisions, he added. |
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