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DEHRADUN, 4 Nov: To
promote the forest based
livelihood and support the poor,
a welfare fund was created by the
ICFRE. A souvenir shop was
opened to sell eco-friendly
souvenirs, organic products and
other artifacts and handicrafts to
the tourists visiting FRI. The shop
is part of the "Direct to consumer
scheme" launched by DG, ICFRE.

The profits from the sale of
these products will help to
promote other welfare activities for
the rural artisans and forest based
enterprises. The shop is also an
attraction for the people of
Dehradun; who can buy: these
products. The Director General of
ICFRE, Dr. V.K. Bahuguna,
inaugurated the souvenir shop on
3rd July, 2012, which is located at
the Trevor Road Gate in the FRI
campus.

During the 24th session of
International Poplar Commission
held at Forest Research institute,
Dehradun a stall of Prerna
Souvenir shop was also put up in
the Mango groove through Prema
Self Help Group FRI, Dehradun.
Usha Bahuguna, Chairperson,
Poonam Bhojvaid, Vice-
Chairperson, and Secretary
Munmun Dasgupta, of Prerna
have shown tremendous
dedication in making this venture

Garhwal Post, 5th November, 2012

a highly successful effort.

The shop has become very
popular among the visitors in
such a short period. Dignitaries
visiting (Govemor of Chhattisgarh
& C.M Punjab) the shop have
praised this scheme of
showcasing the products based
on forest based livelihood. The
endeavour through Prerna is to
help increase livelihood of the
artisans through the self help
groups offering the employment

and reviving the dyeing
traditional handicrafts.

The various articles exhibited
are handmade Baskets, Slippers
made from fibers, jute bags,
Laptop bags, Bamboo Jewellery,
article made from Bhimal fibers
from hills and other forest based
raw materials like Ringal etc. Also
the stoles made from Himalayan
Nettle (Bicchu grass), Madhubani
painting made up on Machi
product, tamarind seeds items

from Andhra Pradesh are also on
the sale. Usha Bahuguna said that
the efforts made by Prerna are
going to improve the livelihoods

of the forest based rural
population providing them
alternative employment on one
hand while reviving the
diminishing traditional art on the
other hand.

The Prema is effectively using
its linkage and fraternity amongst
the forester, as the inhabitant

artisans of model villages created
by ICFRE through eight Institute
located at Jorhat, Jabalpur,
Jodhpur, Shimla, Bangalore,
Coimbatore and Ranchi are in
direct contact for procurement and
purchase more than 200 artefacts
directly from the people. The
products put for sale also include
appliqué work on the hand bags,
grass mats produced from Munj
grass prepared by Tharu' tribe
from Khatima of Uttarakhand.
During the IPC session, the
delegates from participating
foreign countries also visited the
Prerna stall and made purchases
ranging from metal castings to
wooden jewellery around Rs.1
Lac. Itis expected that increase in
income of the forest based artisans
shall also help conserve forest as
their dependency on forest will be
reduced. ?

The existing network- of
ICFRE is helping procure artifacts
and handicrafts from states of
Uttarakhand, Andhra Pradesh,
Bihar, Orissa, Nagaland, Assam,
Tripura, Chhatisgarh, Goa, Gujrat,
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra and
Rajasthan. The Prerna Souvenir
shop is an endeavour between
forests based industry, forest tribal
groups and SHGs. It offers
platform for the handicrafts of
these groups and promoting their
livelihood activities.
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INTERNATIONAL POPLAR CONFERENCE

Prerna souvenir
shop impresses
delegates

Delegates at the International Poplar Conference at the
stall of the Prerna souvenir shop in Dehradun.

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE ly using its linkage and fra-
ternity among foresters, as
DEHRADUN, NOVEMBER 4 the inhabitant artisans of

The ‘Prerna’ souvenir shop model villages created by
opened by the Indian Coun-  the ICFRE through eight
cil of Forest Research and Institute located at Jorhat,
Education (ICFRE) on the Jabalpur, Jodhpur, Shimla,
Forest Research Institute Bangalore, Coimbatore and
campus was a big hitamong  Ranchi are in direct contact
foreign delegates participat- for the procurement and
ing in the International purchase of more than 200
Poplar Conference (IPC) artifacts directly from the
that concluded yesterday. people. The products put up
The shop promotes the for- for sale also include
est-based livelihood and appliqué work on handbags,
supports the poor selling grass mats produced from
eco-friendly  souvenirs, Munj grass prepared by the
organic products and other Tharu tribe from Khatima in
artifacts and handicrafts. the state.

The profit from the sale of During the IPC session, the
these products will help pro- ~ delegates from participating
mote other welfare activities ~countries also visited the Pre-
for rural artisans and forest-  ma stall and made purchas-
based enterprises. es ranging from metal cast-

Dignitaries visiting the ings to wooden jewellery
shop have praised the worthRs 1 lakh. Itisexpect-
scheme of showcasing the edthat increase in income of
products based on forest- the forest-based artisans
based livelihood. The shall also help conserve for- -
endeavour aimis*at increass” yestsas their dependency on
ing livelihood of the artisans  forest will be reduced. =
through self-help groups,  The existing network of
offering the employment the ICFRE is helping pro-
and reviving the dyeing tra-  cure artifacts and handi-
ditional handicrafts. crafts from Uttarakhand,

Articles, including hand- Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
made baskets, slippers made ~ Orissa, Nagaland, Assam,
from fibers, jute bags, lap-  Tripura, Chhatisgarh, Goa,
top bags, bamboo jewellery, ~Gujrat, Uttar Pradesh,
articles made from Bhimal Maharashtra and Rajasthan.
fibers from hills and other The Prerna souvenir shop
forest-based raw materials is an endeavour between
like ringal have been puton forests-based industry, for-
display at the shop. Also, est tribal groups and SHGs.
stoles made from It offers platform for the
Himalayan Nettle (Bicchu handicrafts of these groups
grass), Madhubani painting  and promoting their liveli-
made on machi productand  hood activities. The branch-
tamarind seeds items from es of Prerna are going to be
Andhra Pradesh are alsoon  setup in Tamil Nadu and
sale. The shop is effective- Madhya Pradesh also.






