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By OUR STAFF REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 22 Nov: Dr VK
Bahuguna, DG, ICFRE made a
presentation on the Role of
Fringe Forests in Providing Food
& Water Security for the country
before the scientific committee
of the cabinet chaired by Prof
R Chidambaram, Principal
Scientific Advisor to
Government of India today. He
explained the importance of
forests that exist on the fringes
of populated areas.

Dr Bahuguna told the
committee that these forests
were mostly degraded and
neglected and susceptible to
over-grazing, soil erosion, heavy
firewood and wood removal and
loss of biodiversity. These forests
were crucial for the economic
wellbeing of the country as
1,70,000 villages were situated
near them and over 30 crore
people depended on these for
their survival. The proper
management of these forests
was therefore the key to ensuring
ecological and livelihood security
for the people of India. Dr
Bahuguna suggested that various
activities be implemented with
people's participation and also
explained the  various
technological options before the

committee. He said that
implementing the project would
not only help the forest
ecosystem, but also resolve the
agricultural crisis. To revive the
rural economy, conservation
and improvement of 85 million
hectare rainfed areas and 32
million hectare fringe forests was
needed. This would require an
annual investment of Rs 1,000
crore per year. Soil and moisture
conservation measures, assisted
natural regeneration and proper
management of NTFP resources
would not only increase
employment opportunities for
poor villagers, but also provide
sustainable  development
solutions-to rural-Tadiate e 1e40

Garhwal Post

23rd Nov.,
2012
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Fringe forests crucial for
economic well-being

TrisuNe NEws SERVICE

DeHRADUN, NOVEMBER 22
The Director General of the
Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education, Dr
VK Bahuguna, made a pres-
entation on the role of fringe
forests in providing the food
and water security for the
country before the scientific
committee of the cabinet,
chaired by Prof R Chi-
dambaram, Principle, Scien-
tific Adviser to the Govern-
ment of India in Delhi today.
Dr Bahuguna explained the
importance of forests, which
existed on the fringes of pop-
ulated areas. Dr Bahuguna told
the committee members that
the forests were mostly degrad-
ed and neglected and suscep-
tible to over-grazing, soil ero-
sion, heavy firewood and
wood removals and loss of
biodiversity. These forests are
crucial for the economic well-
being of the country as
1,70,000 villages are situated
near them and over 30 crore

&k Forests are crucial for
the economic well-being
of the country as
1,70,000 villages are
situated near them and
over 30 crore people
depend on these for
their survival. Proper
management of these
forests is, therefore, the
key to ensure ecological
and livelihood security
for the people of the
country. 99

— Dr VK Bahuguna, Director
General, ICFRE

people depend on these for
their survival. Proper manage-
ment of these forests is there-
fore the key to ensure ecolog-
ical and livelihood security for
the people of the country.

Dr Bahuguna suggested
that various activities must
be implemented with peo-
ple’s participation and also
explained various techno-
logical options before the

committee. He said imple-
menting the project would
not only help the forest
ecosystem but would also
resolve the agricultural crisis.
Dr Bahuguna explained that
to revive the rural economy
conservation and improve-
ment of 85 million hectare
rain-fed areas and 32 million
hectare fringe forests is to be
done. This will require an
annual investment of Rs 1,000
crore per year. The activities
such as soil and moisture con-
servation measures, assisted
natural regeneration and
proper management of non-
timber forest products
resources will not only
increase job opportunities for
poor villagers but will also
provide sustainable develop-
ment solutions to rural India.
The committee of cabinet
secretariat, Union govern-
ment, appreciated Dr
Bahuguna’s presentation and
selected his proposal to be
brought before the Prime
Minister for approval.






