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Whispersinthecorridors.com. Dated 25" November 2011

Ist Indian Congress concludes by adopting a charter (UPDATED)

With the adoption
of 16 point charter
four day 1st Indian
Forest Congress
(IFC)-2011
concluded in New
Delhi on November
25, 2011. At the
valedictory function
chief guest was
Ranjan Chatterjee
(IAS) who is
presently with the
Planning
Commission of
India (PCI).The
mega event was
held under the
umbrella  of the
Dehradun based e "
Indian Council of Forestry and Education (ICFRE) at NASC complex New Delhi that witnessed
participation by more than 650 delegates comprising policy makers from central and state governments,
researchers, industry, farmers, students, universities, NGOs, JFMCs, etc. It may be stated that it was
inaugurated on November 22, 2011 by Ms. Jayanthi Natarajan Indian Minister for Environment and
Forests. During the conclave Dr P J Dilip Kumar Director General (DG) Forests in the Government of India
(GOI) & Dr. V K Bahuguna Director General (DG) ICFRE were specially present. It was felt that such an
event should held once in two years and on a much larger scale. Dr. Bahuguna said while, the United
Nations has declared 2011 as International Year of Forests, and India is completing 150 years of the
forestry, the 1st Indian Forest Congress had acquired a vital significance. Three Publications of ICFRE viz.
"Voices from the Field", "Status of JFM in India" and "ICFRE Technologies in the Service of the Nation”
were released by the chief guest during the opening ceremony. The central theme of the Congress was
'Forests in a Changing World'. Pre-Congress Workshops were organised by five institutes of ICFRE on the
themes of the Congress i.e. 'Forests in society' by TFRI Jabalpur, 'Forests in an expanding economy' by
AFRI Jodhpur, 'Expanding frontiers of forestry science' by IWST Bangalore, 'Forest biodiversity and
landscape' by RFRI Jorhat, and 'Forests and climate change' by HFRI Shimla. More than 600 abstracts
were received and screened by the scientific committee and 450 abstracts were selected for oral and
poster presentations. Prof. M.S. Swaminathan, Member of Rajya Sabha delivered the presidential
address. Ms. Caitilin Wiesen, Country Director, UNDP; Prof. Maharaj Muthoo, President, Roman Forum;
and A.K. Mukerji, former Director General of Forests, MoEF, Gol gave theme-based keynote addresses.
Dr. D.N. Tewari, ex-member, Planning Commission, GOI was also a special invitee in the inaugural
ceremony. ICFRE Publications namely 'Agroforestry research at ICFRE', Extension strategies in forestry
research’, 'ICFRE information booklet' and 'Desk Calendar 2012' were also released. According to Dr. S S
Negi, Director, Forest Research Institute (FRI) about 200 oral presentations and 55 posters were
presented and discussed during the four day long congress in five parallel sessions, conducted by the
respective five institutes that had organised the pre-congress workshops. Organising secretary and
Additional DG, Forest Research Institute (FRI), Dr. V R R Singh said that there were 28 sub-themes
under five themes along with four side events viz. Handicrafts bazaar, JFM Conclave (organised by FRI
Dehradun), Discussion forum for forest services and Discussion forum for forest science/scientists. A
one-day workshop on 'Forest landscape restoration' was also conducted in which Dr. Mike Smith, forest
landscape expert of United Kingdom Forestry Commission U K also addressed the delegates. Prof.
Anatoly Shvideko, renowned climate change specialist from Austria and Dr. Coosje Hoogendoorn, DG
INBAR from China also shared their knowledge and experiences with the delegates during the Congress.
A Workshop on 'Forest fringe villages' was also organised by FRI Dehradun in which Dr. J.S. Samra, CEO,
NRAA of the Planning Commission gave the keynote address. All sessions were chaired and co-chaired by
eminent personalities in the respective themes. In every sub-theme there were lead speakers drawn
from among the best brains in the country on the topic of the sub-theme. There was a consensus during
the conclave that budgetary allocations for forestry sector should be augmented and be need based.
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Dated 24" November 2011

Workshop on JFMCs a big hit in 1st Indian Forest Congress (UPDATED)

Workshop on Joint Forest Management Committees (JFMCs) during the 1st Indian
Forest Congress (IFC)-2011 has evoked a very good response. There had been a
lively discussion on the issue during thelst Indian Forest Congress being held
under the umbrella of the Dehradun based Indian Council of Forestry and
Education (ICFRE) at NASC complex in New Delhi. Dr P J Dilip Kumar Director
General (DG) Forests in the Government of India (Gol) and Dr. V K Bahuguna
Director General (DG) ICFRE addressed it. On day three of the mega event a
workshop on forest fringe villages was held. It was chaired by Dr J S Samra CEO of
"the National Rainfed Areas Authority (NRAA). Apart from this Nike Smith of the UK
Forest Commission (UK-FC) delivered a talk on forest landscape during a workshop
on 'Forest Landscape project'. Members of more than 200 JFMC drawn from 19 states are also attending
the Congress. A large number of them are women & have actively participated in deliberations. Chief
Guest at the valedictory function to be held on November 25, 2011 will be Ranjan Chatterjee (IAS) who
is presently with the Planning Commission of India (PCI), said Dr. V K Bahuguna. Making use of modern
technology daily a bulletin with photographs is being brought out by a team of experts. It is being
headed by Rakesh Kumar Dogra (IFS officer of 1991 batch). He is being assisted by two other IFS
officers. They are: Pankaj Agrawal and S Senthil Kumar.

22" November 2011

Ms Natarajan inauguratesist Indian Forest Congress in New Delhi today (UPDATED)
Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Environment and Forests, Ms Jayanthi Natarajan has
expressed a need to lay emphasis on agro forestry while focusing on ccological security vis a vis
climatic changes. Ms Natarajan was speaking after inaugurating the Ist Indian Forest Congress
(IFC)-2011 in New Delhi on November 22, 2011. The four day event is being held under the
umbrella of the Dehradun based Indian Council of Forestry and iducation (ICFRLE) at NASC
complex in New Delhi. Ms Jayanthi said that community need to be involved more for turning
forests and eco tourism etc as tools to counter nemployment. It may be mentioned here that more
than 600 experts from India and abroad are participating in the mega event that will conclude on
November 25, 2011. The presidential address was delivered by scientist and Rajya Sabha
Member Dr. M S Swaminathan. At the valedictory function chief guest will be Ms. Sudha Pillai.
Secretary, and Planning Commission in the Government of India (Gol). The opening session was
also addressed by Dr P J Dilip Kumar Director General (DG) Forests in the Government of India
(Gol) and Dr V K Bahuguna Director General (DG) ICFRE. While expressing her concern over
increasing gulf between demand and supply. the Minister stressed for qualitative improvement in
forestry and ecosystem so that posterity could benefit properly. Addressing the gathering. Dr.V
K Bahuguna DG, ICFRE said that ICFRE has already launched a rescarch in this direction as
forests are necessary for food and water security. It has become all the more imperative in the
wake of climate changes, added Dr. Bahuguna. Minister of State (Independent Charge) for
Environment and Forests, Ms. Jayanthi Natarajan also released a number of publications on the
occasion. A vote of thanks was proposed by Dr S S Negi. Director FRI.
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21 November 2011

Stage set for 1st Indian Forestry Congress (UPDATED)

A galaxy of experts and foresters drawn from India & abroad will dwell on different topics
during the st Indian Forestry Congress (IFC)-2011 slated to commence at NASC complex, New
Delhi on November 22,2011. The four day IFC being organized by the Indian. Council of
Forestry and Education (ICFRE) would be inaugurated by the Union Minister for Environment
and Forests (MoEF), Ms. Jayanti Natrajan while Secretary, Planning Commission in the
Government of India (Gol), Ms. Sudha Pillai, would be the Chief guest at the valedictory
function to be held on November 25, 2011. Giving the above information. ICFRE's Director
General (DG) Dr. V K Bahuguna said the event is aimed at bringing together various
stakeholders of forestry including the researchers, planners. implementers and beneficiaries to
exchange experiences and knowledge. As ICFRE is the premier institution in this region. Dr.
Bahuguna said. it is proposed to establish "South Asian Forestry Research Institutions Network
(SAFRIN) to promote better net working & experience sharing"on scientific matters for mutual
benefits. Replying to a question Dr. Bahuguna said, the ICFRE will initiate research in frontier
areas like genetic engineering, genome mapping, Nono technology etc. to meet the future
challenges. Apart from this, he said, FRI being a deemed University aims to provide 10
scholarships per year to SAARC member states for post-graduate and doctoral studies in forestry
courses.




