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IDEHRADUN, 23 Nov: The fist
ever Indian Forest Corgress was
inaugurated an 22 Noverber by
[Urion Minister of Environinent &
Forests dagarih Netrejar, i New
Delt The tnege vent o 2 25
| Noweribers being afterded by invted:
Nationsl and Intematonat experts,
officers from the Government on
ini, Forest Departmenis, Scientists,
Farmers, NGOs and others Thereare
e themes and 28 su themes
running concurenty, af the NASC
(Compiex.

A spocial JFM concave s oo
sated for 24 Noverbec The Urited
Notors has decaed hegear 2011
Inteationa e of Foress v ol
ofhe Fistindie Congress s
e yearkong celébricns of csmary s
%6 eversduingboyesr

In her inaugural addisss
Natarajan called for more scientiic

analysis of the ssues relaing o forest

{managerment i the county, in the
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kdét o ever burgeoning pressre on
the foress and climate change threat,
Sheuphsised o developing eleble
ettt st level oiforet biomess,
increment, Non-timber Forest
Products, Eeo-lourism, eic. She
‘nderiined e need i stongthen the
forest bureaiicracy in order to toeet
the increasing pressureon the foreis.

The minister released books

eniled “Voices fom e Pl -
Farestry in the Service of Nation-
ICFRE Techiologies” and “Statusof
JEMinindia”, all published by ICERE
on the occasion of the Farestry
Congiess Thehonts giveaglimpse ot
innovations in the field of forestry and
contibuton o oresty deparinents
forwelfare of people.

DrMS Swaminathan, Member

o e R Sobfn, welcomed the
iniiatves of the ICFRE 1o organise
the First Forest Cangress. Dr
Swariathan lamenfed e factthat
political commitment for forest
conservation, as shown by the lote
Prime Miister Indiva Gandlh, was
acking ocay He stiesedon theneed
for the ICFRE to conduet foeused
reseacch on Cosstal Mangroves, Hill

Need for scientific analysis of forest issues: Natarajan

anid Dry Zones ofthe couriy.

“The Director Generelof Foress
& Spesial Secretayfo Government
of ncia. Dy PJ Dip Kumar strossed.
i the eed for empowering and
capaciiy bullding af the JFM
Commities:

DY VK Bafiigune, Director
Gerieral, ICFRE, said massive
vestnentinthe Forstry Sectorwas.
imperative not only for forest
managespen, butdso o ensitefood
anduwatersecurity n e country.

Caitllin Wiesen, Couatry|
Diractor of UNDP Il stated hat
UNDP was stpparting the effcrs of
mainsiceaming the biodiversity.
Eonservation and forest based
ivelihoods, She weloned he hama
aveas sloctad (o1 e Conrass and
pledged suppost of the UNDP o
ICFRE

Dr SS Negi, Chairman,
Organising Commilttee said the
‘Congress wes attendedby over 600
delegates.
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Book oN ICFRE RELEASED

Indian Forest Congress maugurated

Deliradun,
Novi23 (HINS)
he first ever Indian
Forest Congress
was inaugurated by
Jayanthi Natarajan, Minis-
ter of Environment and
Forests in New Delbi. The
ent from Novernber
221025 s being attended
by tieinyited National and
International Experts, OF-
ficers from the Govern-
‘mentof India, Forest De-
partments, Scientists,
Farmers, NGOs and oth*
ers.

“There are ive themes and
28 subthemes running con-
‘curretly, at NASC Com-

lex. Special JFM conclave
isalso slated for November
24, The United Nations has
declared the year 2011 as
International Year of For-
ests and organization of
First Indian Congress cul-
‘minates the year long cel-
ebrations of as many as 36
events during the interna-
tional year of Forests.

“The Minister of Environ-
ment and Forests, Jayanthi
Natarajan, in her inaugural
‘address called for more sci-
entific analysis of the is-
sues relating to Forest

Management in the coun-
try, in the midst of ever bur-
geoning pressure on the
forests and climate change
threat, She urged for devel-
oping reliable data at the
state level on forest biom-
ass, increment, Non-timber
Forest Products, Eco-tour-
sm,ete.

She urged the need for
strengthening the forest
bureaucracy in order (o

T it
o

meet the incres
sure on the forests.

The minister released
books entitled “Voices from
the Field”, “ Forestry inthe
Service of Nation-ICFRE
Technologies” and * Status

JFM in India” all pub-
lished by ICFRE on the oc-
casion ofthe Forestry Con-
gress. The books give a
alimpse of innovations in

e field of forestry and

contribution o oresty de-
partments for welfare of

people.
Dr. M.S. Swaminathan,

Member of Rajya Sabha
welcomed the init

the ICFRE to organize the
First Forest Congress. Dr.
Swaminathan lamented the
fact thys political commit-
ment for Forest Conserva-
tionasshown by lae Prime.
Minister Indira Gandhi is

lacking today, He stressed
the need for the ICFRE to
conduct foctised research
on Coastal Mangroves,
Hills and Dry Zones ofthe
country.

The Director General of
Forests & Special Secretary
toGovernment of India, Di;
PJ. Dilip Kumar stresséd
the néed for elpowering
and capacity building of the
JFM Committeés.

Dr. VK. Bahuguna, Direc:
tor General ICFRE, says
massive investment in For:
estry sector is imperative
not only for the Forest
Management, but also for

Caitilin Wiesen, Country
Director of UNDP-India
stated that UNDP is sup-
porting the_efforts of
‘mainstreaming the biodi-
versity conservation and
forest based livelihoods
She' welcomed the theme
areas selected for the Can-
gress and pledged support
Of UNDP1OICERE,

Dr. S.S, Negi, Chairmain
‘Organizing Committe said
that the Congress was
wel atendss By bver 600
delegates.
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Political commitment for forest
conservation lacks ground: Swaminathan

PNS ® DEHRADUN

Noted agricultural scientist
and Rajya Sabha MP MS
Swaminathan lamented the
fact that political commitment
for forest conservation as
shown by late Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi is lacking today.
He stressed on the need for the
Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education to
conduct focused research on
coastal mangroves, hills and
dry zones of the country.

He said this while speak-
ing at the inauguration of the
first Indian Forest Congress
organised by the ICFRE and
ministry of Environment and

Forests in New Delhi. The
Minister of Environment and
Forests, Jayanthi Natarajan,
in her inaugural address called
for more scientific analysis of
the issues relating to forest
management in the country, in
the midst of increasing pres-
sure on the forests and the
threat of climate change.

She stressed on the need
for developing reliable data at
the State level on forest bio-
‘mass, increment, non-timber.
forest products and eco-
tourism. There is need for
strengthening the forest
bureaucracy in order to
improve the efficacy of efforts
needed to tackle the various

challenges in the sector,
she added.

The DG of Forests and spe-
cial secretary to Government of
India, P] Dilip Kumar stressed
on the need for empowering
and capacity building of the
Joint Forest Management
Committees. The Country
Director of UNDP-India
Caitlin Wiesen stated that
TUNDP is supporting the efforts
being undertaken for main-
streaming the biodiversity con-
servation and forest based
livelihoods.

She welcomed the theme
areas selected for the Congress
and pledged support of UNDP
to ICFRE.





