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1st Indian Forest Congress on Nov 22

Deliradun,
NovI9(HENS)
e First Indian For
I est Congress is be
ingorganised by In-
dian Council of Forestry
Research and Edueation
(ICKRE) in collaboration
with Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forests, Govt. of
India in New Delhi from
Nov 22 to 25. The Con-
ress willtake place in Dr.
B Pal Auditorium, Indian

Agriculture Research In- .

stitute, New Delhi.

“The event will be inau-
gurated on Noy 22, by
Jayanthi Natarajan, Minis-
terof Environment and For-
ests, Govt, of India, Publi-
cations of ICFRE will also
be released by the chicf
‘guest during the opening
ceremony. Prof. M.,
Swaminathan, Member of
Parliament (Rajya Sabha)
will deliver the presidential
address. Dr, T. Chatterjee,
Secretary, Ministry of En-
vironment and Forests,
Govt. of India will address
the delegates. The welcome.
address will be given by Dr.
PJ. Dilip Kunar, Director
General of Forests, Minis-

try of Enyironment and
Forests, Gov, of India.
Caitilin Wiesen, Country
Director, UNDP, Prof.
Maharaj Muthoo, Presi-

dent, Roman Forum, FAQ
and other leading person-
alities from India will give
theme-based keynote ad-
dress.

The Congress is being
organised as a key scion-
tific event of India during
the ongoing Tntemational
Year of Forests ~ 2011 and
itwill have the centraltheme
of Forests in a changing
world". About 400 parici-
pants from - India and
abroad arc expected fo fake
part in the Congress. This

Congress presents an cxcel-
Tent opportunity forthe for-
est community and stake-
holders to_ discuss ad-
Vances on various aspects

offorestry. Planners, scien-
tists, forestry profession-
als, ‘scholars, representa-
tives from industrics, farm-
ing community, NGO's efc
fromall corners of India will
participate in the congress
to present and discuss
cmerging issues in forestry
rescarch and development.
Special exhibitions and side
events are. also being
organised during the con-
gress including discus-
sions, craft Bazaar, events
for school children etc.

Speaking about the Con-

gress, Dr. VK. Bahuguna,
Director General, Indian
Forestry Research & Edu-
cation, Dehradun under
whose leadership
this conference is
‘being organised, in-
formed that the
threat from Climate
Charige is not only.
looming large but it
has in fact set in af-
fecting water and
food security of the
country, There are
reportsofexcessive
rainfall in short du-
ration followed by
prolonged dro-

ughts. As many as 350
lion rural. poor and tribals
are living in the fringe ar-
eas of forests and they are
heayily dependent on them
for their livelihood. Also,
Indian agriculture is argely
rain-fed and water security
of 85 million hectare out of
143 million hectares ofagti-
cultural. land crucially de-
‘pends on the health of ad-
i‘oining forest lands. The
ealth of Indian forests,
especially inthe catchment
areas, has to be robust to

ensure regulated flow of
water and recharginig of
underground resources
which together can make
ouragriculture plentiful for
the mammoth population.
He hoped that the ndi
Forestry Congress will lay
the foundation for better
policy options for sustain-
ablc forest management, D
8.8.Negi, Director and Dr.
VR.R.Singh, Organising
Secretary, Forest Research
Institute, Dehradun are co-
ordinating all activities for
successful accomplishment
of this mega ovent,

The Congress is impor-
tantes the multiple roles of
the forest sector present
unique opportunities and
challenges.

The foresters are fio
Tonger confied yvithin for-
ests; they have tomarch ant
to meet the international
commitments a5 el as 10
negofiate the democratic
aspirations of all the stake-
‘holders of forests, The coi-
gressyyillenable to haye the
synergistic offect ofall the
efforts presently under-
taken by different stake-
holders in our counry,
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First forest congress
from tomorrow

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DEHHADUN, Novemser 20

The Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Edu-
cation (ICFRE), Dehradun,
in collaboration with the

. Uniion Ministry of Environ.

ment and Forests will be

| organising the First Indian

Borest Conpress in Delhi
from Nov 22 to Nov 25

Speaking about the con-
gress, Dr VK Bahuguna,
Director General, Indian
Forestry Research & Edu-
cation, here today disclosed
that Union Minister of Envi-
tonment and Forests Jayan-
thi Natarajan would be inau-
gurating the congress which
would hayve the presence of
Rajya  Sabha MP MS
Swaminathan and other per-
sonalities,

The congress will prove
1o be an excellent

opportunity for the

forest community and
stakeholders to discuss
advances on various

dspects of forestry
i s it

Union Environment and

 Forests Secretary Dr T Chat-

terjee, Director General of
Forests, Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Forests, Dr PJ

Dilip Kumar and United

Nations Development Pro-
gramme's Director Caitilin

Wiesen will give a theme:

based keynote address. |
The DG ICFRE, held that
about 400 participants,
including planners, scien-
tists, forestry professionals,
scholars, representatives

forthe f

from industries, the famung
community from India and
abroad, are expected to

attend the congress. He said

the congress would prove to
be an excellent opportunity
t community and
stakeholders | to discuss
advances on various aspects
offoresry,

_ Bahuguna said the threat
from climate change was
notonly looming large but it
had set in affecting water
and food security of the
country. “There are reports
of excessive rainfall in short
duration followed by pro-
longed droughts, As many
as 350 million rural poor
and tribals are living in the
fringe areas of forests and
they are heavily dependent
on them for their liveli-
hood?, he observed,
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 Borest bongress will be held from Tyuesday

whichisaimedathighlichtingthe chaneingland-
scape of forestry inIndia and related issues,
The first Indian Porest Congress 2011, themed
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