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DEHRADUN, 16 Jun: World Day
to Combat Desertification has been
observed since 1995 to promote public
awareness relaiing to international
cooperation to combatl desertification
and the effects of drought, and the
implementation of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD). This year, the Day's slogan
is "Healthy soil sustains yourlife: Let's
Go Land-Degradation Neutral"..On

Garhwal Post, Dehra Dun 17th June, 2012

" ICFRE to hold seminar on ‘Healthy Soil’

this occasion, the Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Education is
organising a daylong seminar on
Healthy Soil: Healthy Life on 17 June
at the ICFRE Board Room.

The main aim of the seminar is
to highlight the role and importance
of soil in securing water, energy and
building resilience {o climate change.
This year's World Day to Combat
Desertification will highlight the efforts
required to. secure the long-term

sustainable land management. The
United Nations General Assembly also
suggested zero-net land degradation
could be achieved when, over a given
period of time, non-degraded land
remains healthy, and already
degraded-land is restored. Such an
approach can ensure food security,
alleviate rural poverty and hunger and
build resistance to major
environmental challenges. Successful

practices for attaining the zero-net

land degradation in drylands could be

then effectively adapted and adopted

in non-drylands. The outcome and
discussion of the seminar will help
formulate sustainable, land
management policies.

The main speakers on the
occasion will be DrVK Bahuguna, DG,
ICFRE, BMS Rathore, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Environment and Forests,
New Delhi, Saibal Dasgupta, DDG
(Extension), ICFRE, Dr Renu Singh,

Project Director, SLEM Project,
ICFRE, Dr Rekha Pai, Project
Director, Watershed Management
Directorate, Dr MN Jha, former Head,
Forests Soil and Land Reclamation
Division, FRI and Rashmi Bajaj, Policy
Consultant, SLEM Project.

Senior Foresters, representatives
from the Uttarakhand State Forest
Department, and senior scientists and
researchers from FRI and ICFRE will
also be present.
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As a part of the Combat
Desertification World Day,
the Indian Council of
Forestry (i Research and
Education will be organis-
ing a one-day seminar on
‘Healthy soil: Healthy life’
at ICFRE board room
tomorrow.

Combat Desertification
World Day is being
observed since 1995 to pro-
mote public awareness
relating to international
cooperation to combat
desertification and the
effects of drought and the
implementation of the
United Nations Convention
to Combat Desertification
' (UNCCD). This year, the
day's slogan is ‘Healthy soil
sustains your life: Let's go
land-degradation neutral’.

According to DG, ICFRE,
Dr VK Bahuguna, the main
aim of the seminar is to
highlight the role and
importance of soil in secur-
ing water, energy and
building resilience to cli-
mate change. This year's
World Day to Combat
Desertification will high-
light the efforts required to
secure the long-term sus-
tainable land management.
The United Nations Gener-
al Assembly also suggested

that zero-net land degrada-
tion could be achieved
when over a given period
of time, non-degraded land
remains  healthy and
already degraded-land is
restored. Such approach
can ensure food security,
alleviate rural poverty and
hunger and build resistance
to major environmental
challenges.  Successful
practices for attaining the
zero-net land degradation
in dry lands could be then
effectively adapted and
adopted in non-dry lands.
The outcome and discus-
sion of the seminar will
help formulate sustainable
land management policies.

BMS Rathore, Joint Secre-
tary, Ministry of Environment
and Forests, New Delhi;
Saibal Dasgupta, Deputy
Director General (Extension),
Indian Coungil of Forestry
Research and Education; Dr
Rekha Pai, Project Director,
Watershed ~ Management
Directorate; and DrMN Jha,
former head, Forests Soil and
Land Reclamation Divi-
sion, FRI, will be among the
prominent speakers. Senior
foresters, representatives
from Uttarakhand State For-
est Department and senior
scientists and researcher
from the FRI and the
ICFRE will also be present
on the occasion.






