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WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY WAS
ON JUNE 5. EDUCATION TIMES
ONTHE NEED OFTHE HOUR
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By VK Bahuguna

he Directive Principle of the
I Constitution of India, under Article
48-A, stipulates to ensure protection
and improvement of the environment and
safeguarding of forests and wildlife. The food
security of our country depends largely upon
water security, which in turn, depends upon
retaining the vegetation and forest-cover in
the catchments of more than 450 rivers and
rivulets. The quality of water in these rivers
depends upon how we tackle the polluting
agents and regulate hydrology.

YOUNG MINDS

Conservation and development must go
hand-in-hand to realise the goals of environ-
ment conservation. The first step in this
direction should be to groom young minds
into becoming green warriors.

The National Policy on Education, 1986
(NPE) states that the ‘protection of the envi-
ronment’ is a value, which along with certain
other values, must form an integral part of
the curriculum at all stages of education.
Also, it states that Environmental
Orientation to School Education (EOSE)
“should be made essential and programmes
should be designed in the context of national
perspectives, and state issues in particular
Establishment of ‘Centres of Excellence’ for
research, training and education with the
purview of peer research and capacity
enhancement should also be considered.

GREEN SYLLABUS
Environmental education is important as it
creates an overall perspective, which
acknowledges the fact that the natural envi-
ronment and man-made environment are
interdependent. It is through this process of
education that people can be sensitised about
environmental issues. Environmental educa-
tion helps in the maintenance of life and
health, in self-preservation and in the preser-
vation of the human race as a whole.

As far as the Indian Council of Forestry

Research and Education (ICFRE) is con-
cerned, it provides students with inputs on
environmental issues through its deemed

university’s PhD programmes, Master’s
degree courses, diplomas and other courses.
These courses are in specialised fields on
forestry-related subjects such as wood sci-

ences, paper and pulp and minor forest prod-
ucts, besides forging links with universities,
farmers and other students.

According to the Parliamentary Standing
Committee recommendations, research
needs to be closely linked with teaching, for
which scientific base in our universities
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needs to be strengthened. It will attract not
only talented students, but also the industry
to our university laboratories. With this in
view, issues were visualised for the forestry
sector for research, extension and education
by the ICFRE.

INTEGRATING SECTORS

Forest education and research are compo-
nents of environmental education and
research. The environmental sector, with
forestry as one of its sub-sectors, has also
linkages with agriculture, fisheries and
health. Consequently, educational and
research programmes at higher levels, must
integrate these different sectors.

It makes people conscious about the envi-
ronmental crisis and ways of averting it. It
stimulates concern for changing the envi-
ronment in a systematic manner for the
long-term as well as the immediate welfare
of mankind, It directs attention towards
the diminishing natural resources,
environmental pollution and the problem of
population explosion.

‘Even the Supreme Court felt that the envi-
ronment is degrading rapidly and one of the
ways of combating the situation is to create
awareness about major environmental
issues. As a result, environmental education
has been introduced as a compulsory subject
at the school level. The purpose of this edu-
cation is to inculcate values and groom
informed citizens. Nobody can become a
good citizen without taking responsibility of
environmental conservation.




