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But Uttarakhand Govt ignores expertise of institute in various projects

Pariosh Kimothi m Dehradun

he Dehradun based

Forest  Research

Institute (FRI) will
establish a joint research cen-
tre for agro forestry in
Hoshiyarpur at the request of
the Punjab Government. The
Chandigarh Forest Department
has also approached the FRI to
undertake efforts aimed at
stalling the flow of silt in the
Sukhna Lake.

According to FRI director
Dr SS Negi, the State
Governments of Punjab,
Haryana and the authorities
in Chandigarh have contacted
the FRI for undertaking vari-
ous important tasks related to
different aspects of the envi-
ronment. Moreover, the FRI is
also involved in supplying
about four lakh floral and
ornamental plants and estab-
lishment of a butterfly park at
Lodhi Gardens in Delhi in
time for the Commonyealth

Games to be held there.
Though the FRI is pro-
viding consultation for bio-sta-
bilisation of the landslide-
affected Varunavat Mountain
and undertaking some other
tasks in Uttarakhand, the
State Government has large-
ly ignored the unique exper-
tise of FRI in different envi-
ronment related tasks being
undertaken or proposed for
execution in Dehradun and
elsewhere in the State.
However, the

Governments of other States
have not ignored its expertise
and approached the institute
for undertaking varied envi-
ronment related tasks in
Punjab, Haryana, Delhi and
Chandigarh. According to FRT
Director Dr SS Negi, the
Chandigarh Department of
Forests has asked FRI to con-
duct a survey of the Sukhna
catchment area to help iden-
tify indicator plant species,
which will reveal the health of
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the catchment's eco sys-
tem and help arrest the flow
of silt into the lake. The
Sukhna catchment area cov-
ers 10,292 acres of land falling
in Chandigarh, Punjab and
the barren hilly terrain of
Haryana. The FRI has been
involved in the Sukhna pro-
ject for some years now. A few
years ago the institute had
drafted scientific manage-
ment plans for the Sukhna
Wild Life Sanctuary which
had proposed demarcation
of the sanctuary into three
zones, viz, wilderness, eco
tourism and restoration
zones. Aparl from this the
FRI has also been approached
to facilitate treatment of
trees growing in public places
in Chandigarh which have
been scourged by red ants. Dr
Negi states that the Punjab
Government and the institute
will also be signing a memo-
randum of understanding for

'
the establishment of a joint
research centre for agro
forestry in Hoshiyarpur.

Though there is a major
potential for agro forestry in
the mountainous State of
Uttarakhand, the State
Government has not yet
approached it in this regard.
The Haryana Government
has also contacted the FRI for
its expertise in the selection
and plantation of salt tolerant
tree species in the desert
areas of the State.

It is ironic that while
Delhi and different Indian
States are utilising the skills
of FRI for tackling environ-
mental issues, the State of
Uttarakhand has not yet cap-
italised on this even though
Chief Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal advocates the need
for making Doon green and
clean while talking on the
need for measures to pre-
serve the environment by
also facilitating the benefits of
forests to the people of

Uttarakhand.
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