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he national level
stakeholders
meeting on DPR

Preparation on Forestry
| Intervention for Ganga was
| inaugurated at Forest
Research Institute, here
| today. It was a mega event
| asmany central and state
ministers ‘graced the
function.
| Chief Minister Harish
| Rawat was the Chief Guest
| of this two-day national
meet. The inaugural fun-
ction started with the
introductory note of the
‘ Director of National Mis-
sion for Clean Ganga
(NMCG), TV S N Prasad.
He informed that the
mission will now include all
the 11 states of Ganga
basin. He said that inclu-
sion of district project
management group and
conceptualization of Ganga
Eco Task Force are the
- recent innovations of the
project. Dr Savita, Director,
FRI outlined the issues.to
be discussed in this meet.

The Himachal Times, 3rd July, 2015

Meeting on forestry intervention for Ganga held at FRI

5 Dr Ashwani Kumar, Director

General, Indian Council of
Forestry Research &
Education (ICFRE) assured
the house that the task
entrusted to the council and

“FRI for DPR preparation will

be completed well in time.

For understanding the
holistic picture of the
problem, environmental .
impact assessments as well
as wider discussions are
crucial, suggested DF § S
Negi, ADG (FC), Ministry of
Environment, Forests and
Climate Change (MoEF-
&CC). Dr Amarjit Singh,
Additional Secretary
highlighted the role of state
forest departments, com-
munities, NGOs, NYKS,
experts in achieving the
goal of cleaning Ganga.
Moreover, he emphasized
the need of taking up those
activities that enhance
income generation of local
population. -

Dinesh Aggarwal, Forest
Minister of Uttarakhnad
spoke about the factors
leading to Ganga pollution
and wished that solid waste

management, sewage
disposal, etc. must tye taken
up in scientific manner.
Sarbananda Sonowal,
Minister of State fo t Youth
Affairs and Sports wished
that cleaning Ganga will be
successful with th: Bha-
girath efforts of Indian
you[h~ Shripad

said that cultivation of
medicinal plant must be
encouraged on farmers'
fields in the Ganga Basin
and assured that! National
Medicinal Plant Board

PB) will be involved in
this programme.
‘ma Bharti, Minister,

Minister of State AYUSH

Water Resources

nostalgic while descri
that her dream of cleanmg
Ganga is taking shape in a
holistic way when she finds
presence of so many
dignitaries from different
walks of life. She said that
Ganga is more of a lifeline
to Indians than a mere

religious entity because
500 million Indians are
dependent on it. She also
emphasized ' that -the
contradiction between
nature and developiment

" must.be resolved for the

welfare of India.
Prakash Javadekar,
Minister of Mo EF and CC
advised that the DPR must
spell out plant species
suitable for various eco-
zones of Ganga Basin.
Chief Minister Harish
Rawat closed the inaugural
function with a speech that
included three important
initiatives of Government of
Uttarakhand, namely, Green
bonus, Water bonus and
Kisan Pension. He req-
uested Uma Bharti that a
national policy on water
conservation must come
into existence as early as
possible "E-book on Forest
and Water: Traditional
Forest Hydrology and
Beyond, edited by Dr P P
Bhojvaid, Dr M P Singh
and Dr Parmanand Kumar
was also released during
the course of function.
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DEHRADUN, 2 Jul: Union
Minister of Water Resources, River
Development and  Ganga
Rejuvenation Uma Bharti has called
upon the youth to come forward and
join hands for the ‘Namami Gange
Mission'. Inaugurating the Detailed
Project Report Preparation on
Forestry Intervention. for River
Ganga here, today, Bharti said that
protection of the Ganga was an
economic requirement and not a
religious issue. In the coming four
years, Rs 30,000 crore would be
spent on conserving the Ganga,
thereby strengthening the economy
of those living along the river. She
underlined the nieed to harmonise
the policies made at the higher level
with the needs at the grassroots level.

The Minister of State for
Environment and Fotests, Prakash
Javdekar, said that establishment of
the Institute for Himalayan Studies
was underway to take care of the
upper Himalayan basins of the
Ganga. Regarding the polluting
industries, he said 630 such
indusiries had been identified along
the Ganga, of which 440 were
tanneries, mainly near Kanpur. He
said most of such industries had
prepared themselves to create
pollution management and
monitoring systems in their

GARHWAL POST, 3rd July, 2015

installations. With regard to
dredging of silt from the river beds,
he said a new policy in this regard
was being contemplated.

Minister of State for AYUSH,
Shripad Yesso Naik underlined the
need to promote herbiculture along
the Ganga Basin. Minister of State for
Skill Development, Youth Affairs and
Sports, Sarbananda Sonwal promised
tomobilisethe youth for the missionary
task of rejuvenating the Ganga.

The National Level
Stakeholders Meeting on DPR
Preparation of Forestry Intervention
for Ganga was inaugurated at the
Convocation Hall of Forest
Research Institute, here, today.

Chief Minister Harish Rawat
was the Chief Guest at the
inauguration of this two-day
national meet. The inaugural

function began with an introductory
note from the Director of the
National Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG), TVSN Prasad. He
disclosed that the mission would
now include all the 11 states of the
Ganga basin. He said that inclusion
of district project management
groups and conceptualisation of a
Ganga Eco Task Force were the
recent innovations of the project.
Dr Savita, Director, FRI outlined
the issues to be discussed at the
meet. Dr Ashwani Kumar, Director
General, Indian Council of Forestry
Research & Education (ICFRE),
assured the house that the task
entrusted to the Council and FRI for
DPR preparation would be
completed well in time. For
understanding the holistic picture of
the problem, environmental impact

assessments as well as wider
discussions were crucial, suggested
Dr SS Negi, ADG (FC), Union
Ministry of Environment, Forests
and Climate Change (MoEF&CC)
Dr Amarjit Singh, Additional
Secretary, MoWR, highlighted the
role of state forest departments,
communities; NGOs, NYKS, experts
inachievingthe goal of leaning the
Ganga. Moreover, he emphasised
the need to take up activifies that
enhanced income generation of the
local population.

State Forest Minister Dinesh
Aggarwal spoke about the factors
leading to Ganga pollution and
wished that solid waste
management, sewage disposal, efc.,
would be taken up in a scientific
manner.

The Chief Minister's focused

on three important initiatives: of
Government of Uttarakhand,
namely, Green bonus, Water bonus

and Kisan Pension. He also
promised his cooperation for this
novel mission. Rawat requested
Uma Bharti that a National Policy
on Water Conservation be
formulated as early as possible.

As a token of honour and
remembrance, all the dignitaries were
presented photographs of the Ganga
in different moods. An E-book on
Forest and Water: Traditional Forest
Hydrology and Beyond (editors- Dr
PP Bhojvaid, Dr MP Singh and Dr
Parmanand Kumar) was also
released during the course of the
function. At the end, the Project
Coordinator of DPR Preparation of
Forestry Intervention for Ganga
proposed the voteof thanks,





	[image: image21.jpg]PNS ™ DEHRADUN
Eﬂ'ects of forestry interven-
ions for the Clean Ganga
Mission should start becoming
visible by July 2018, Cleaning
and const
be seen also from the econom-
ic point of view and not just
from the religious point of view
as crores of people depend on
this river for their livelihood.

The funds allocated for this
task must be use efficiently and
not spent for the sake of spend-
ing, said the Union Minister for
Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation, Urna Bharti.

She was speaking at the
inauguration of a two-day
national level stakeholders’ meet
on preparation of the DPR on
forestry interventions for the
Ganga at the Forest Research
Institute. Bharti said she was

erving the Ganga has to .

The Pioneer, 3rd July, 2015

never agdinst construction of
power projects on rivers but
stressed that dam designs should
not alter the flow or character of
the river. She said, “We have to
ensure that ¥20,000 crore allo-
cated for this mission to be spent
across four years is used effec-
tively and not spent just for the
sake of spendingit. Uttarakhand
has immense scope for creating
a new development model. T
want to see Uttarakhand devel-
op as a hub of medicinal herbs
so that medicines made in
Uttarakhand from these herbs
replace the Chinese medicines in
the international market”
“Apart from ensuring effi-
clent use of funds and timely
action for Ganga, we also have
to ensure convergence of the
intentions of these in Delhi
withthe position of those in the
States to prevent a situation as
created by declaration of the

Bhagirathi eco sensitive zone
‘which was well intended but had
elicited public opposition;” said
Bharti.

Minister of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change,
Prakash Javadekar said the
Government was in the process
of facilitating zero liquid dis-
chatge from identified leather
tanneries along the Ganga while
censors have ieen installed in
most of the other identified
polluting industrial units along
the Ganga to monitor pollution.
Stringent action will be taken by
the government against any unit
found flouting the pollution
norms, said. "

Javadekar said  the
Government had identified 630
polluting units along the Ganga
of whmﬁ 440 are leather tan-
neries in the Kanpur region.
“The Central Leather Research
Institute is about to finalise its

Forestry interventions to be seen

DPR on zero liquid discharge
from tanneties. Of the remain-
ing 190 identified polluting
units, censors have been
installed in 110 and are being
installed in the remaining 80 to
‘monitor air and water polhution
24/7. The reality is that about 63

per cent sewage is dumped in
rivers untreated, one-third
industrial effluents and two-
third of agricultural waste
including pesticides end up
contaminating water bodies.
The ministry is setious about
tackling various types of wastes
including e-waste and stringent
action will be taken against
those flouting pollution norms.
We have a focused agenda of
cleaning all rivers starting with
the Ganga. Considering the
importance of glaciers, the gov-

Wik, 2

Wiistr Ura Bt nd CM Harish Ravet plnt  saping at Rl on Thurscay

ernment isalsoin the process of
establishing the institute for
Himalayan studies” said
Javadekar. Assumzﬁlfuﬂ support
in the mission, chief minister
Harish Rawat said that
Uttarakhand could bea labora-
tory for water conservation if the

Centre provides required finan-
cial s1 He said, “We are the
first State to give bonus for plant-
ing trees and conserving water.
However, about 300 rivulets in
the State have either dried out or
are dying out and in order to
ensure conservation of the
Ganga it is vital to also focus on
the other rivers and rivulets that
subsequently merge into the
Ganga, On the other hand,
action is also required to tackle
the three major enemies of bio-

diversity in Uttarakhand- pine,

by July 2018

Pioneer photo

wild boars and sand_’ opined the
CM. Minister of State for
AYUSH, Shripad Yesso Naik
pointed at the immense scope
for plantation of medicinal h

in Uttarakhand and other areas
along the Ganga. A sum of Rs
9.93 crore had already been
released for Uttarakhand by the
National Medicinal Plants
Board, he added.

Minister of State for Youth
Affairs, Sarbananda Sonowal
assured full support of his min-
istry in execution of works like
plantation and protection of
herbs along the Ganga.

State Forest Minister Dinesh
Aggarwal, National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG) director
TVSN Prasad, ADG Forest

iConservaﬁoni 55 Negi EFRE

FRI

tor Dr Savita were also

--among those who  expressed
their views on. the occasion.
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Where are forests
near Gangotri,

asks Javadekar

Times News Nerwork

Dehradun: While the meeting of
five stake-holder states in the
Ganga clean-up mission was un-
derway at the Forest Research In-
stitute here, Union minister for
environment and forests Prakash
Javadekar said, “In 1974, there
used to be lush forests at the point
of origin of the Ganga, Gangotri.
Those forests have disappeared.
We need to study what kind of
trees there were along the Ganga
‘banks and why they were lost be-
fore undertaking a new initiative
of growing trees.” He said trees
and water complementeachother
— if there is water, there will be
trees,and vice versa.

Hesaidhisgovernmentwasal-
so sincere in attempts to address
shrinkage of glaciers that pro-
vide water to rivers. Javadekar
said an institute for Himalayan
studies would be set up to study
glaciers in Uttarakhand.

. Despite the dismal levels of
pollution in the Ganga, the minis-
ter expressed hope that it was still
possible to clean the river. In Sep-
tember 2014, the Supreme Court,
reading the action plan of Centre
toclean theriver, asked if it would
be possible to clean the Ganga
evenin 200 years.

Javadekar said, “Of 630 pollu-
tion-causing industries in the
country,asmany as440are in Kan-

:

“ 0f 630 pollution-caus-
ing industries in the country,
as many as 440 are in Kan-
pur. Industries need to have
modern devices to check wa-
ter and air pollution

PRAKASH JAVADEKAR
Union minister

pur. Industries need to have mod-
erndevices tocheck waterand air
pollution. About 68% of sewage is
left untreated. Two-thirds of all
agricultural waste goes into the
Ganga, including pesticide. A
third of industrial pollution, de-
spite restrictions, affect our riv-
ers. Still, there is cause for hope -
some 60 years ago, the rivers of
Europe and America were in the
same condition, They improved
theirrivers. So can we.”

. CM: Helpless
against
neelgai

Times News Nerwork

Dehradun: Chief minister
‘Harish Rawat, speakingatthe
Forest Research Institute on
Thursday, expressed frustra-
tion at being unable to help
farmers protect their crops
from wild boars and neelgai.
Hesaidhishands weretiedbe-
causeof stringentforest laws.
“It is because of wild boar
that the rabbits have almost
disappeared. Other species
like cheetal, deer and ghural
are also dying. A disease in
the wild boar infects these
animals too.  had considered
makingawallaroundfieldsto
keep crops safe from
boars. But that would take Rs
3croreor soinacoupleof vil-
lages. [don't have the funds. I
have been seeking other ways
to get rid of boars and neel-
gais,” Rawat said.
Environmentalists reac-
ted with anger at the chief
minister’s comments. Sejal
Worah, director, Worldwide
Fund for Nature, said, “The
state government cannot de-
clare blanket killing of the
animal. It has to be a decision
taken on a case-by-case basis,
‘where a particular animal is
founddamagingcrops despite
measures already taken. It
has to be seen whether villag-
ers have gone into territories
of animals, laying fields close
to jungles. Such disastrous
: diktats shouldnot be issued.”
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(From left) Environment minister Prakash Javadekar, CM Harish Rawat, Union water resources minister
Uma Bharti, and others release a CD, in Dehradun.

‘Ganga project will
create job opportunities’

Deep Joshi
deoposhiBhindisianimes.con

DEHRADUN: Uttarakhand will be

developed into a hub of medici-
nal plants so that it generates
local employment as well as
do its part in rejuvenating the
Ganga under a centrally-spon-
sored project, Union-minister
Uma Bharti said on Thursday:

Under the ‘Namani Gange’
project, the local people will
be encouraged to plant medici-
nal herbs and set up units for
processing them, she said.
Herbal plants will be grawt it
the Ganga' sareaanda]] its tribu-
taries in the hilly state.

“The move will not only
‘help rejuvenate the Ganga and
its tributaries but will also help
create self-employment opportu-
nities for the local youth,” Uma
said while inaugurating the two-
day national level stakeholders’
‘meeting here,

At the event, the water
resources minister spoke

extensively on the construc-
tion of mega dams across the
Gangaandits ributaries. “Dams
should be so designed that the
uninterrupted flow of the holy
river (Ganga) or its tributaries is
notchecked. .. If theflow of riv-
ersand streams is interrupted,
they will dry up sooner or later,”
she said, adding that develop-
‘ment will be possible only when
Nature is left undisturbed.

“Development activities
should, therefore, be carried out
insuchaway that environment
is not harmed, " she assei‘ted.

Giving details of the ‘Clean
Ganga Project’, she pointed
out that dredging of the Ganga
and its tributaries will be car-
ried out in Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and
West Bengal.

Uma, however, clarified
that the forest laws will not be
allowed to come in the way of
development in the state. In this
connection, she referred to the
UPA government’s decision to

VINAY SANTOSH KUMAR/HT PHOTO

notify the vast swathes of eco-
logically fragile area between
Gangotri and Uttarkashi as eco-
sensitive zone.

“The decision, per se, wasnot
faulty...Butthere wasa complete
mismatch between the decision
taken by the (UPA) government
and theaspirations of the people
for whom it was meant,” Bharti
said.

Massive planting of saplings
will also be carried out in the
Ganga’s catchment avea under
the Namami &,
all the five states through which
it passes.

“The project will be imple-
mented by eco-task force, a
wing of the territorial army,
from Gangotri to Gangasagar,”
Bharti said.

The eco-task force will work
in close co-ordination with
district magistrates. A similar
co-ordination will also involve
the chief secretaries of all the
five states and the Union cabinet
secretary, she added.
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‘Include forestry contributions in Clean Ganga mission’

‘Kavita Upadhyay

DEHRADUN: Call for inclusion of
contributions from forestry in

the list of plans to clean Ganga
undertaken by the Centre was

made here at a meeting on
Thursday.

The two-day meeting began at
the Dehradun-based Forest Re-

search Institute for the prepara-
tion of a road map to address the
rapid deforestation that was ad-
versely affecting the flow of the

. Ganga.
-+ Under the s

ative, whichis a
newly introduced concept under
the National Mission of Clean
Ganga (NMCG), forestry inter-
ventions shall be introduced to,

augment water flow and to treat
the water through biological
filters. >

Addressing  the  meeting,
Union Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar said, “The
damage to the Ganga begins at its
origin at Gafigotri. The trees that
were found there have drastically
reduce
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(Ganga mission economicissue,

not justreligious one, says Uma

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DEHRADUN, JULY2
Union Minister for Water
Resources and Ganga
Rejuvenation Uma Bharti
has said it is not proper to
treat the Ganga as a reli-
gious entity alone as it is
connected to the regional
economy as well.

“The cleaning and con- -

servation of the Ganga is
an economic issue and
not just a religious one.
The Ganga is more of a
lifeline to Indians than a
mere holy river as
around 500 million peo-
ple are dependent on it.
Funds will be spent oA
conserving the Ganga
while - stabilizing the
earnings of those living
on its banks,” she said.
Uma stated this while
addressing a meeting on
preparation of a detailed
project report (DPR) for
forestry intervention for
Ganga at the Forest
Research Institute
(FRI) here today. Uma
hoped that-the Clean
Ganga Mission of the
Union government
would start delivering
results by 2018. Uma
said her ministry had
received Rs 20,000 crore
for the Clean Ganga Mis-
sion, which has to be

Union Minister for Water Resources Uma Bharti, Chief Minister
Harish Rawat and Union Environment Minister Prakash
Javadekar in Dehradun on Thursday, A TRIBUNE PHOTO

spent in 4 years. The
Ganga cleaning work
would be done in a
planned manner.

She said as ‘a detailed
project report was being
prepared, she was hopeful
that the results of the mis-
sion would start coming
by 2018.Union Minister of
State for Environment
and  Forests Prakash
Javadekar referred to pol-
lution of the Ganga by
industries, sewage and

agricultural waste,

He said his ministry
was strict on industries
polluting the Ganga.
We had ordered the
installation of pollution
meters at every industry
the waste
was flowing 'into the
Ganga. He said 630 such
industries along the
Ganga had been identi-
fied and of which
440 were tanneries,
mainly near Kanpur.

of which

Union Minister of State
for Ayush Shripad Yesso
Naik  underlined . the

" need to promote herbicul-

ture in the Ganga basin.
He said Uttarakhand
has an immense potential
in  horticulture. Union
Minister of State for Skill
Developmenit, Youth
Affairs and Sport$ Sar-
bananda Sonwal assured
the gathering of mobilis-
ing youths to achieve the
missionary task of rejuve-
nating Ganga.

Meanwhile, Chief Minis-
ter Harish Rawat ecriti-
cised the Centre for not
compensating  Uttarak-+
hand for environment
conservation cost.

He said pine trees that
form a majority of
Uttarakhand forests were
the major cause of forest
fires. They hurt the biodi-
versity of the region as
they did not allow under-
growth. He said wild boars
and blue bulls were dam-
aging crops in the state
and conservation laws in
both cases were proving to
be a hindrance.

Uttarakhand Forest Min-
ister Dinesh = Agarwal,
Additional Director Gen-
eral (Forest Conservation)
Dr S8 Negi and FRI Direc-
tor Dr Savita were present
on the occasion.
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Dehradun; Union waterresources
minister Uma Bharti said on
Thursday that she had two pecple
from her ministry in the expert
body recently constituted by the
Centretocompileacomprehensive
studyontheenvironmental impact
of - hydro-electric projects in Utta-
rakhand, to be submitted to the
apex courtby July 29.

. *Qur views should be taken up
before the Supreme Court,” Bharti
said, speaking to TOI while attend-
ing a meeting of the clean-Ganga
projectatthe ForestResearchInsti-
tute.InJune2014, the SChad halted
allworkon 24 hydro-power projects
oniivers Bhagirathi and Alaknan-
da-in Uttarakhand after experts
raised concerns that hydro-pro-
jects were responsible for magnify-
ing the seale of June 2013 deluge
that leftabout5,000 deadand sever-
almissing.

The Unionministry of environ-
ment and forests then constituted
an expert body to conduct a de-
tailed study of the impactof hydro-
power projects on the environ-
ment, The 24 projects had been de-
clared detrimental even before the

Times of India, 3rd ]uly, 2015

‘Our ministry officials in expert

Union Water Resources Minister Uma Bhart, CM Harish Rawat and other ministers
planting a tree during DPR preparation of Forestry Interventions for Ganga at FRI

2013 disaster by the Wildlife Insti-
tuteof India.

After the matter was raised in
the 8C, a committee was formed,
‘headed by renowned environmen-
talist Ravi Chopra. A report was
submitted by the Chopra commit-
tee in the SC in April 2014, disap-
proving of all 24 HEPs, saying they
were damaging to the environ-
ment. The SC then constituted a
new four-member expert body
headed by Vinod Tare to look into
issue of six HEPs of the 24, which

had purportedly been cleared for”

construction by the environment

ministrybefore the 2013 disaster.

The members of the Tare com-
mittee too disapproved of the six
projects, saying they had not ob-
tained all clearances that were
made mandatory by the Union en-
vironment ministry after the del-
uge. The Centre also came under
the scanner for suppressing the re-
al facts enlisted in the Vinod Tare
committee report before the SC.
The matter was leaked by the
media.

InMay this year, the Centre pro-
posed a wide-ranging study by the
already-commissioned expert

“body on hydro projects: Bharti

At Sharma

‘body; with four new experts-a seis-
mologist, asocial scientist, aclima-
tologist andaglaciologist.

However, the Centre then de-
viated from its submission in the
court and picked only one member
from the earlier Chopra commit-
tee, a member who had a history of
supporting hydro-electric projects.

Environmentalists then casti-
gated the Centre for handpicking
technocrats and administrators,
bypassing independent experts
and scientists, It is in this context
thatitissignificantthat Uma Bhar-
tihasnowmanaged togettwomem-
bers from her ministry into the ex-
pertbody.

On Thursday, Bharti asserted
that it was mandatory to survey
whether the uninterrupted ecolog-
ical flow of the river would be sus-
tained, even if it was dammed fora
hydro-electric project. “When it
comes to dams, we have to ensure
unhindered flow of the Ganga,”
shesaid.

“Uttarakhand is the fountain-
head of the Ganga. If we keep talk-
ing of dams and the river dries up,
nothing can be done. There is no
point taking birth if itis at the cost
of killing off the mother,” shesaid.

Countering the view that devel-
opment could only occur atacost to
the environment, she said, “Only if
the environment is protected can
development occur: We have to find
a way to protect the environment
and also ensure development, so
‘both takeplaceside by side.”






