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The Indian Council of
Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE) launched a
project worth five crore aimed
at the welfare of tribals, rural
poor and those living under the
purview of Panchayats on the
occasion of the 64th Republic
Day in Dehradun.

Addressing the gathering
on the occasion the ICFRE
director general VK Bahuguna
said that the council is under-
taking efforts to develop coor-
dination among forest dwellers,

oor and Panchayats to achieve

oth extension of forests and
improvement in the living stan-
dards of the people by devel-
oping sources of income for
them. He said that the council
is attempting to work in coor-
dination with the Forest
Department to make the peo-

le stakeholders in order to

enefit joint forest manage-
ment (JFM) and Van
Panchayats.

Speaking at the Republic
Day function organised in
Forest Research Institute,
Bahuguna said that due to the
forestry service of scientists
and technical staff in all the
institutes of the council, the
unique heritage of forests and
the stakeholders are benefiting
as the forest produce is increas-
ing and forests are expanding in
spite of the increased pressure
of population on the forests.
“The output of various research
works in forestry sector under-
taken in the various institutes of
ICFRE is being provided to the
public with the council estab-
lishing the identity of an agent
of change in India due to which
the Planning Commission and
Ministry of Environment and
Forests have appreciated the
work of the council,” said the
ICFRE director general.

He spoke of the memoran-
dum of understanding signed
between the Government of
Punjab and the FRI for devel-
oping a green Punjab.

Following the signing of the_
MoU work on the green Punjab
mission has been started under
the directions of the FRI and
Institute of Wood Science and
Technology, Bengaluru. The
DG informed that 50 lakh
Indian farmers are benefiting
from the use of technologies
developed by the council. On
the directions of the minister of
Environment and Forest, the
council distributed 15 lakh
Casuarina seedlings in Tamil
Nadu and Puducherry.
Bahuguna also said that a med-
ical scheme on the CGHS pat-
tern has been implemented
recentely for the retired employ-
ees of the council. !

The Pioneer
28th January, 2013
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