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ICFRE to revnsnt research priorities to suit stakeholders

By OUR STAFF
REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 31 Dec: Dr VK
Bahuguna, Director General,
ICFRE has stated that the
Council had taken up a number
of new initiatives to make forestry
research more useful, user friendly
and beneficial for all stakeholders

at the field level.

During the Ist meeting of the
National Subject Matter
Coordinators held on 29
December, he disclosed that six
fora, namely Knowledge Pool,
Knowledge Forum, Ginger
Group, National Subject Matter
Coordinators, National Project
Directors and Direct to
Consumers have been formed to
solicit innovative ideas for
designing field-oriented as well as
result-oriented research. The joint
meeting of this forum was held
under the Chairmanship of the
DG.

To make the research more
tangible, more focused and
result-oriented, the thrust areas
and research themes have been

revisited and major thrust areas
of research, managing forests
and forest producis for livelihood
support; biodiversity conservation
and ecological security, forest and
climate change, and forest
genetic resources management
and tree improvement, with 32
other research themes have been
identified.

All the Research Projects of
ICFRE, henceforth, would be
inter-disciplinary and fitting to

their Four Thrust Areas, so that
the livelihood issues impact of

‘Climate Change, Biodiversity

Conservation could be addressed
with efficient and effective
research inputs from the Council.
Further, the important areas from
the point of view of livelihood
and ecology, such as Forest
Hydrology, Combaling
Desertification, Cold Desert,
Mangrove and Marine Ecology
along with policy issues like Seed

and Forest Certification, Bio-
prospecting and Bio-piracy
would be adequately covered in
the research priorities. The All
Indian Coordinator Projects
{AICPs) would be formulated on
programmatic basis for effective
utilisation of resources and
quality research inputs.

It has been further decided
that separate committees in line
with the Research Policy
Comimiltee would be constituted

for Forestry Extension and
Forestry Education, The National
Project Directors and National
Subject Malter Specialists would
coordinate these all India based
projects.

The other initiative is
nomination of Chief Technical
Advisor for all important tree
species like Teak and Bamboo,
etc.,, for development of
comprehensive tree improvement
programmes of these species.

The mandate of ICFRE
Institutes/Centres was also
deliberated on to make each
Institute/Centre a centre of
excellence in this core research
strength area.

This steps are envisioned to
bring the foresty research carried
out by ICFRE in sync with revised
national priorities and meeting the
livelihood issues of about 200
million people dependent on
forests, raising forest productivity
and agriculture crops by
ameliorating water regimes and as
well as mitigating adverse impact
of Climate Change on forests.
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