	[image: image1.jpg]ICFRE holds Tree Growers’ Mela at IFGTB

By OUR STAFF REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 24 Feb: The
Institute of Forest Genetics and
Tree Breeding, Coimbatore
working under ICFRE, Dehradun
organised a lwo day Tree Growers’
Mela which was inaugurated by
Minister of Environment and
Forests Jayanthi Natarajan.

A total of around 1000
farmers from Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
and Puducherry participated in the
mela. DrN Krishnakumar, Director
of the Institute, made the
introductory remarks and
explained the significance of the
mela.

ICFRE Director General Dr
VK Bahuguna delivered the
presidential address in the mela
and pointed out the linkage
between ICFRE and farmers.

In her inaugural address,
Natarajan said that IFGTB has
taken a lot of initiatives to improve
the productivity of forest
plantations  through ftree
improvement, involving tree
breeding, bio-technology and
Silviculture. The minister further
announced that IFGTB would be
an ENVIS Centre for Forest Genetic
Resources that would help
consolidate the information on
forestry and act as a repository of
all information on forest genetic
resources and tree improvement.
She added that as IFGTB was
already a nodal agency for Forest
Genetics Resource Management
Network for the southern states,
establishment of an ENVIS centre
would greatly facilitate and
strengthen its forest genetic
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resource and conservation
activities. She also lauded the
ICFRE for turning into a
stakeholder and responsive
institution and appreciated the
State Forest Department for its role
in taking forestry extension
activities to the end users.

The minister also announced
that farmers of Villupuram and

Cuddalores (TN) who were,

affected by the ‘Thane’ cyclone
would be given 15 lakh seedlings
of Casuarina to help in building
back tree cover. ¢
Eatlier, the minister laid the
foundation stone for the new
FGRM complex and Forest
Extension auditorium to be
constructed at a cost of Rs 4.60
crores. The Minister also released
the books ‘IFGTB vision
document’, ‘TESFS seminar

proceedings’, ‘Casuarina
workshop proceedings’, book on
bio-fertilisers and bio manures (in
Tamil), book on Frankia, book on
Gmelina and the Institute
Brochure in Hindi. The products
of the institute tree growth booster
and hyact bio pesticide were also.
released in the mela by the
minister.

Later on, the technical
sessions were started in the mela
and scientists of IFGTB, professors
from TNAU and speakers from
paper industries delivered talks to
the farmers. On the second day of
the mela, the farmers shared their
tree cultivation practices and
experiences among the gathering.
The farmers also suggested
various issues that required
atiention for success of the
cultivation.
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15 lakh casuarina seedlings
for farmers in the south

PNS B DEHRADUN

he Minister of

Environment and Forests,
Jayanthi Natarajan announced
that 15 lakh casuarina seedlings
will be distributed among the
farmers in South India affect-
ed by Thane cyclone to rebuild
tree cover.

The Institute of Forest
Genetics and Tree Breeding
(IFGTB), Coimbatore will be an
ENVIS (Environmental
Information System) centre for
forest genetic resources. Speaking
during a two-day tree growers’
mela ised by the Dehradun
based Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education, the
Minister also appreciated the
council for becoming more
responsive towards stakeholders.

Natarajan said that IFGTB as
ENVIS centre for Forest Genetic
Resources would help consoli-
date information on forestry

and will actasa repository of all,

information on forest genetics
resources and. tree improve-
ment. She added that as IFGTB
was already a nodal agency for
Forest Genetics Resource
Management network for the
southern States, establishment of
an ENVIS centre would greatly
facilitate and strengthen its for-
est genetic resource and conser-
vation activities.

Earlier, the institute direc-
tor N Krishnakumar explained
the significance of the tree

About 1,000 farmers
from Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, and
Puducherry
participated

in the mela
e

growers’ mela. The ICFRE
director general VK Bahuguna
delivered the presidential
address in which he spoke of
the various” works done and
being undertaken by the coun-
cil for the betterment of farm-
ers in India.

About 1,000 farmers from
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and
Puducherry participated in

the mela.

Earlier, the Minister also
laid the foundation stone for
the new Forest Genetic
Resource Management com-
plex and Forest Extension
auditorium to be constructed
at a cost of T4.60 crore. She
also released the IFGTB vision
document, TESFS seminar
proceedings, casuarina work-
shop proceedings, book on bio
fertilizers and bio manures (in
Tamil) and Institute brochure
in Hindi. The products of
institute- tree growth booster
and high-action bio pesticide
were afso released in the mela
by the Minister.
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