	[image: image1.jpg]By OUR STAFF REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 13 Feb: The
Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education (ICFRE)
has organised a two day training
workshop on REDD plus for the
officers of the Indian Forest Service
that began, here, today.

Globally, lardge scale
~ deforestation of tropical forests has
been one of the major sources of

_greenhouse gas emission, besides

emissions from burning of fossil

fuel. Reducing Emissions from

Deforestation . and Forest

Degradation (REDD) in

developing countries is an active

agenda of the United Nations

Framework Convention on

Climate Change (UNFCCC)

negotiations for reducing green
" house gas emissions. The Bali

Action Plan of the UN has also

recognised the role of forest

conservation, sustainable
management of forests and
enhancement of forest carbon

. stocks in developing countries as

an integral part of the Climate

Change Mitigation Programme

‘under REDD, now popularly

known as REDD plus. In the

LARUWAL posT

recently concluded UN climate
change conference in Durban
(South Africa), countries agreed on
the scope and modalities for
REDD Plus.

In this training workshop,
experts will discuss various aspects
of REDD plus including
developing the methodology for
REDD plus for detecting forest
changes and associated carbon

stocks in a transparent and
verifiable manner.

In his inaugural address, Dr
VK Bahuguna, Director General,
ICFRE said that REDD plus
programmes, if implemented
properly, had a great potential for
improving the livelihood of forest
fringe communities. The local
communities who have been
traditionally conserving their

IHFeb., 2012

forests are to be benefited with
REDD plus projects in terms of
Payment for Environmental
Services, a term which is quite new
to India. Bahuguna further asked
forest officers to account for and
document carbon benefits to the
nation flowing from forests and
how to develop a system of
payments to communities.
Sandeep Tripathi, while

2 day training workshop for IFS officers begins at ICFRE

welcoming the participants, gave
a brief on REDD plus in
international negotiations and
stressed on the need for REDD
Plus readiness pilot projects in
India.

Dr Renu Singh, Head,
Climate Change Division, ICFRE
gave an overview of REDD/
REDD+ concepts and REDD
Plus scope for India’s forests. The
objective of this training
workshop is to provide basic
information on technical aspects
related to measurement of forest
carbon stocks for developing
inventories of forest ecosystems
and to enable the officers of India
Forest Service to better
understand technical options of
REDD plus.

The workshop has been
sponsored by the Ministry of
Environment and Forests. VRS
Rawat, Scientist at the climate
change division of ICFRE,
disclosed that about 25
participants from various state
forest departments are
participating in the training
workshop. Dr Anita Srivastava
conducted the opening ceremony.
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‘Green programme to pay dividends to communities’ ‘

management

UN-backed REDD provides financial incentive for forest

PNS ™ DEHRADUN

The director general of
Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education
(ICERE) believes that pro-
grammes like ‘Reducing
Emissions from Deforestation
and Forest Degradation plus
(REDD+)’ can potentially
improve the lives of the com-
munities living in fringe forest
areas along with achieving its
environmental objectives.
VK Bahuguna, the DG of
ICFRE, was addressing the
inauguration of a two-day long
programme on REDD+ for
Indian Forest Service in
Dehradun on Monday.
According to Bahuguna,
local communities who have
been traditionally conserving
forests will stand to gain in
terms of payment for envi-
ronmental services, a con-
cept which is quite new to
India. He further asked forest
officers to maintain accounts
and documents on carbon
benefits to the nation flowing
in from forests and on how to
develop a system of payments
to communities that mp in
forest management.
Globally, large scale
deforestation of tropical
forests has been one of the
major factors responsible for

&

ICFRE DG VK Bahuguna at the inauguration of the workshop on REDD for IFS officers in Dehradun on Monday

increased greenhouse gas
emission besides emissions
from combustion of  fossil
fuels. The REDD programme
in developing countries is an
active agenda in United
Nations Frameworlk
Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) negotia-

tions for reducing greenhouse
gas emissions.

The Bali Action Plan of
UN has also recognised the
role of forest conservation,
sustainable management of
forests and enhancement of
forest carbon stocks in devel-
oping countries as an integral

Pioneer photo

part of the climate: change
mitigation programme under
REDD, now popularly known
as REDD+. In the recently-
concluded UN climate change
conference in Durban, South
Africa, countries agreed on
the scope and modalities for
REDD+. Bahuguna expressed

hoped that participants would
learn from the discussions of
experts on various aspects of
REDD+ including developing
the methodology for detect-
ing forest changes and asso-
ciated carbon stocks in a
transparent and verifiable
manner.

Head of the ICFRE climate
change division Renu Singh
gave an overview of the scope
of the REDD/ REDD+ pro-
gramme for India’s forests.
The objective of the workshop,
which is sponsored by the
Ministry of Environment and
Forest, is to provide basic
information on technical
aspects related to measure-
ment of forest carbon stocks
for developing inventories of
forest ecosystems and to enable
the officers of IFS to better
understand the technical
options of REDD+, she said.

Climate change division
scientist VRS Rawat said that
about 25 participants from
various State forest depart-
ments are participating in the
training workshop. Earlier, wel-
coming the participants,
Sandeep Tripathi briefed them
about the development of
REDD+ in international nego-
tiations and stressed on the
need for REDD+ pilot projects
in India.
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 TRAINING WORKSHOP For IFS orricErs oN REDD

~ REDD Plus to help forest dwellers for

economic, social benef1t° Dr. Bahuguna

‘DEHRADUN,
¢ FEB. 13(HTNS)
4 wo days training
- workshop on REDD
Plus for the officers
of Indian Forest Service Gheidaiic
took offat Indian Council FG EMISSIDNESAF’:!%;C:EPF%:E;%T%

of Forestry Research and  |GRAnATION) REDD+ FOR INDIA'S FORESTS"
‘Ejl:ucahnn (ICF'RE)hereto— 13 - 14 February, 2012
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L
augural address said that
REDD Plus programs if
implemented properly had
agreat potential for improv-
ing the livelihood of forest
fringe communities. He as-
serted that the local com-
munities who had been tra-
ditionally conserving the
forests were to be benefi| ted
with REDD Plus projects in
terms of Payment for Envi-
ronmental Services, a term

_ which is quite new to [ndia.
Di. Bahuguna asked the
Forest officers to account
and document carbon ben-
efits to the nation flowing
from forests and how to
develop’a system of pay-
ments to communities.

Sandeep Tripathi, while
welcoming the participants
gave abrief of development
of REDD Plus in interna-
tional negotiations and
stressed for a need of
REDD Plus readiness pilot
projects in India.

“Dr. Renu Singh, Head, Cli-
mate Change Division
ICFRE gavean overviewof = T
REDD/ REDD+ concepts  Surement of forest carbon

and REDD Pl for stocks for developing in-
India’s fomsts‘{‘sﬁ? gﬁjec{ ventories of Forest Ecosys- ~ sored by Ministry of Envi--

tives of this training work- tems and to enable the OF~  ronme... .ad Forests. : :
shop is to provide basic in- - _ficers of Indian Forest Ser-- VRS Rawat, Scientist at  shop. Dr. Anita Snvasxgwn
formation on technical as-  Vice to better understand . the Climate Change Divi- conducted the opening
pects related to the mea- technical options of REDD  sion of ICFRE informedthat  ceremony.

“about 25 participants from
various State Forest IJe-
pammnb were participat-

ing in thestraining work-

Plus,” she said addmg that
the workshop was spon-
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