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DEHRADUN, 27 Dec: In the
well known Bellary Mining Case
of Karpataka, on 5 August,
2011, the Supreme Court of
India has asked the Indian
Council of Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE) to carry out
a Macro Level Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) study
of Bellary District as rampant
and unscientific mining that has
led to environmental degradation
in Bellary district had been
observed.

The ICFRE was asked to :

submit its report in three
months. Subsequently, the SC
extended its order on 26 August,
2011 including additional
districts of Chitradurga and
Tumkur in Karnataka for
conducting similar EIA studies.

The ICFRE conducted the
required EIA studies-in all the
three districts and submitted its
reports before the SC in the
stipulated time frame. The

Supreme Court has applauded
the scientific analysis that has
been presented by the ICFRE in
these reports, it has been stated.

In the meantime, the SC
has also ordered the state of
Karnataka to’ submit
Reclamation and Rehabilitation

Plans for the areas affected by
mining. activities in Bellary,
Chitradurga and Tumkur
Districts. Keeping this in view, the

expertise developed by ICFRE in
EIA studies and preparation of
Reclamation and Rehabilitation
Plans and due to effective
presentation of expertise by DG
Dr VK Bahuguna, the state of
Karnataka has requested ICFRE
to prepare the Reclamation and
Rehabilitation Plans of these three
districts. It will be a project of
about * 14 crores spread over two
years and it will once again exhibit
the expertise of ICFRE in canying
outscientific research and analysis
in all fields of Forestry.

It will also open new vistas
in the use.of science and
research in checking
environmental degradation and
also for suggesting effective
rehabilitation measures so that
ecosystem services are restored
in the society. This is for the first
time that ICFRE has obtained
such a big consultancy and it is
a reflection on its growing
importance being recognised by
the state government.
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BELLARY MINING WOES

ICFRE works out plans
for reclamatlon in 3 dists

HT Correspondent

 dehradunlive@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: : Dehradun based
Indian Council of Forestry
Research  and Education
(ICFRE) has stepped in to pre-
pare reclamation and rehabili-
tation plansin three districts of
Karnataka including Bellary,
which'had been affected by the
rampant mining activity.

As per officials, Karnataka
government has awarded Rs 14
crore consultancy project to

' ICFRE. The project that has to
be completed in two years time
aims to carry out scientific
research and analysis in all fields
of forestry.

“It will open new vistas in the

.tal degrac

= The members during a recent visit to Bellary.

use of science and research
‘work in checking environmen-
dation and also sug-
gest effective rehabilitation
measures so that ecosystem is
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restored in the fragile areas,”
said Dr VK Bahuguna, director,
ICFRE.

The three districts include
Bellary, Chitradurga and

v

Tumkur. Karnataka govern-
ment moved for making recla-
mation and rehabilitation plan
for the aforesaid districts after
Supreme Court that is hearing
mining case asked state gov-
ernment to do so.

Earlier, ICFRE carried macro
level environmental impact
assessment (EIA) study of
Bellary district as the apex court

had observed rampant and

unscientific mining that has led
to environmental degradation
in Bellary district. As per Dr
Bahuguna, they submitted
report in three months’ time.
“Subsequently, the SC
extended its order on 26th
August, including additional dis-
tricts of Chitradurga and

Tumkur in Karnataka for con-
ducting similar EIA studies,”
added Dr Bahuguna.

The ICFRE conducted the
required EIA studies in all the
three districts and submitted
its reports before the SC in the
stipulated time frame. “The
Supreme Court has applauded
the scientific analysis that'has
been presented by the ICFRE
in these reports,” official
claimed. The Bellary mining
issue has been in the news after
the powerful Reddy brothers
link with political leaders, includ-
&ing those of the BJP surfaced.
Later SC took cognizance of
matter and subsequently CBI
probed the matter. At present
Reddy brothers are in jail.
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DEHRADUN, DECEMBER 27

.The Indian Council of
Forestry Research and
- Education (ICFRE),
Dehradun, has bagged the
Rs l4-crore consultancy

| from Karnataka with the

i state requesting the ICFRE
to prepare the reclamation
and rehabilitation plans of
mine-affected three dis-
tricts of Bellary, Chi-
tradurga and Tumkur:

This comes as a follow-
up of the Supreme Court
ordering the state of Kar-
nataka to submit a recla-
mation and rehabilitation

plan for the areas affected

by mining activities in Bel-
lary,
Tumkur districts, keeping

Chitradurga . and

in view the expertise devel-

oped by the ICFRE in envi-
ronment impact assessment

studies.

According to Du'ector
General, ICFRE, V.K.
Bahuguna, the new consul-
tancy will open new vistas
in the use of science and
research in checking envi-
ronmental degradation in
the country and also for
suggesting effective reha-
bilitation measures so that
ecosystem  services are
restored in soctety.

““This is for the first time
that the ICFRE has
obtained such a big con-
sultancy and it is a reflec-
tion on its growing impor-
tance being recognised by
the state government,” he

_ observed.
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