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Beetle Borers a big threat to preelous Sal tree
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YE'Eamther outbreak of Beetle
Borers on Sal trees has been
reported in Mawai block and its

adjoining areas of Mandla and
Dindoridistrictsunder Jabalpur
Forest Division. Existence of Sal
Beetle Borershasbecomeamys-
tery foragencies workingin for-
est research. Lakhs of valuable
Saltreesarereportedly destroyed
everyyearin beetlesattacksince
more.than 116 years in India,
Existence of rich Sal forest is

under threat due to rapidly

mcreasiﬁgdensnyofbeeﬂebor
ers in Central India. '
tterned trap tree tech-
the only measure of
d wi t these

ches md'iexperﬁnents,
have failed in finding

around 50squarekilometresarea
of Mavai block and its adjoining

areas have been infested wrth ~

beetles. .
Increasing menace ofpestsm

that Sal trees cover

Sal trees falhng in thick forest
fringesaround Dindofi, Mandla,
Amarkantak and Shahdol is
another threat to origin of river
Narmada, the lifeline of Central
India.

Around 1.2 lakh Beetles were
caught and 70,000 were killed,
50,000 have

week. He informed that the cur-
rent attackofBeetleBererscon

menacewastlwpedbefme itwas

widely spread in other areas.
Existenceof Beetle Borers was

reportedand promptly checked

by the For entanda
campatgewasstarted sinceJune

20. Director of Tropical Forest

Research Institute (TFRI) U

- Prakasaminformedthattraptree -

method is the only way to catch
 kill these Beetles. He

‘mfomted thatthetyptcal lifecy-

cle of Beetle Borers is a major

challengefor researchers tofind

remedy of its menace.

- There are no pesticides to
eliminate the Beetle, the only
method known to the Forest
Department is trap tree used
during monsoon when the lar-

vaeturnsintoabeetleand comes

out of the tree trunks to feast on

the ground.

Infested trees felled and beetles kllled
in Mandla and Dindori Divisions

Year Name of | No. of Trees | No. of beetles
Division | Felled killed (Thousands

1996-97 | Dindori | 13,728 2,000
Mandla | - 200

1997-98 | Dindori | 560,718 13,900

g Mandla | 146,640 1,100

1998-99 | Dindori | 368,272 31,000
Mandla | 60,690 1,600

1999-2000 | Dindori | 19,230 12,100
Mandla | 9,335 1,300

2000-01 | Dinderi | 109,004 1,700
Mandla | 19,013 100

2001-02 | Dindori | 219,776 -
Mandla | 63,659 -

Total 1,590,065 65,000

Earlier, Sal borer epidemic was reported
during 1996 to 2001 in an area around 500
square kilometres. This outbreak caused
felling of more than 15.9 lakh Sal trees. I
was not the first time that Beetle Borers
had struck forests but the first outbreak
was reported in 1899 thereafter around 20
~ outbreaks were reported in the country.




