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US joins hands
with India on
forestry issues

PNS B DEHRADUN

he United States Agency for

International Development
(USAID) has developed a pro-
gramme for enhancing various
aspects of environment and
forestry in India. This was one
of the collaborative pro-

es of mutual interest on
forests, climate change and
biodiversity discussed during a
visit by a delegation compris-
ing representatives of USAID,
New Delhi and United States
Forest Service (USFS) to the
Indian Council of Forestry
Research and
Education
(ICFRE). g

The US dele-
gation was led by
Dr Dale
Boseworth from &
USFS, other dele-
gation members
included Minister
Counselor for
A fg riculture
Affairs at US
Embassy New &
Delhi, Allan Mustard, Sasha
Gottlieb and Valdis Mezainis
from USES and Varghese Paul
from USAID.

Welcoming the US delega-
tion, ICFRE director general Dr
VK Bahuguna said that
although 95 per cent forests in
India are government owned
there is heavy dependence of
people on forests. “About 300
million people in India depend
on forests for their livelihood
while more than 170,000 vil-
lages are situated in fringes of
forests which cover around 32
million hectares of forest land
out of which 16 million
hectares comprises protected
areas like national parks and

wildlife sanctuaries. The thrust
areas of the council’s research
include models for sustaining
livelihood, helping farmers
with superior clones, genetics
and tree improvement, biodi-
versity conservation and cli-
mate change” said Bahuguna.

He further informed the
US delegation that ICFRE had
developed an All India
Coordinated Programme on
Climate Change which is
directly connecting with the
masses.

Varghese Paul from
USAID informed that USAID
3 Programme has

il ¢ developed a Forest

Plus programme
for India with the
main thrust being
on strengthening
India’s capacity for
reducing emis-
sions from
Deforestation and
58 A g R W
Degradation
(REDD) plus and
#% in the areas of sil-
viculture management and car-
bon sequestration, multiple
value of forest ecosystems,
strengthening forest carbon
ecosystem and involvement of
communities in these pro-
grammes.

The American delegation
interacted with Indian offi-
cials including Forest Research
Institute director Dr PP
Bhojvaid, DDGs
(Administration) Dr SP Singh,
(Research) Sandeep Tripathi
and (Extension) Saibal
Dasgupta, director
(International Cooperation)
Dr NS ‘Bisht and Climate
Change and Forest Influences
head MP Singh among others.
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and of the US Forest Service
(USFS) visited ICFRE on 9 August
to discuss the collaborative
programmes of mutual interest on
Forest, Climate Change .and
Biodiversity. The US delegation
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the US Forest Service, while the
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included Allan Mustard, Minister, .

Counselor for Agriculture Affairs at
the US Embassy, Sasha Gottlieb
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Welcoming the us
delegation, ICFRE DG Dr VK
Bahuguna said that although 95 %
forests in India were government
owned, there was heavy
dependence of people on forests.
About 300 million people in India
depended on forests for their
livelihood. More than 170,000
villages were situated in the forest
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fringes covering around 32 million
ha of forest land, out of which 16
million ha were protected areas like
national parks, sanctuaries. Dr

‘Bahuguna introduced the thrust

areas of research of the ICFRE,
which included models for
sustaining livelihood, helping
farmers with superior clones,
genetics and tree improvement,
Biodiversity conservation and
Climate Change. Dr Bahuguna
emphasised that the whole idea was
to bring people to the Centre for
Climate Change Mitigation and
Adaptation Measures. Besides this,
ICFRE has launched a Direct to
Consumers Scheme and is

initiating a network with Agriculture .

and Forestry Universities for
poverty alleviation and livelihood
through Non timber Forest
Products. Dr Bahuguna further told
the US delegation that ICFRE had
developed an ° All India
Coordinated Programme of Climate
Change directly linked with the
masses. On REDD Plus, ICFRE had

initiated a project in the state of
Uttarakhand with the financial
support of the Forest Department
and further planned to start REDD
plus projects in the states of Gujarat
and Sikkim.

Verghese Paul disclosed that
US AID had developed a Forest
Plus programme for India in which
the main thrust was to strengthen
capacity for REDD plus and in the
areas of Silviculture management
and Carbon sequestration, Multiple

value of Forest ecosystems,
strengthening Forest Carbon
ecosystem and involvement of
communities in these programmes.

DG, ICFRE cited success

stories of ICFRE interventions in

production forestry in the Private

“Farm lands of Bihar which is

otherwise a non traditional poplar
growing area. It was decided that
US AID and ICFRE would work
for further collaboration in the
areas of Ecosystem Services,

Biodiv'ersity, forest fire, forest
Hydrology, climate change and its
modeling.

Also present were Dr PP
Bhojvaid,* Director, FRI, Dr SP
Singh, DDG (Admin), Sandeep
Tripathi, DDG (Res), Saibal
Dasgupta, DDG (Ext), Dr NS Bisht
Director (International
Cooperation), MP Singh, Head,

.Climate Change and Forest

Influences and Dr TP Singh, ADG
(Forest and Climate Change).






