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@ The Telegraph

‘Major role for N-E
‘In climate research

ASTAFFREPORTER

dorhat, Aug. 8: The North-
east will play an important
role in a central research
projecton climatic changes
and its impact on the
forests i the country:

VK Bahugund, the direc-
torgeneral of the Indian
‘Council o Forestry Research
and Education, who is on.a
Visit to the Sotal-bused Rain.
Forest Research Institute
(RFRD), on the outsKirts of
this town, today said the in
stitute would have a major | { , { \ i
roletoplay in the project with ot N
the Northeast having 25 per i v 4
cent ~of the country's ‘Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education director-general VK. Bahuguna
At civie (right) and director of Rain Forest Research Institute N.K. Vasu interact with the

The council s an au- s
P it et ‘media in Jorhat on Monday. e by UB P

Union ministry of environ: population residing on its The project will also involve ~search on bamboos and pro-
‘mentand orestsand haseight  fringes — 400 million people  universities and other organi-  vide employmentto upcoming
research institates. including long 82 million hectares of ~ sations of the country carry: * scientists of the region.
the RFRI, and four centres  forests —a detafled study on  ing out research on climatic  Babuguna said the council
across the country These in-  the subject is needed, he changes. ‘would send scientists o its in-
stitutes will study how forests  added. The RFRI wil playa vital ~stitutes abroad, “including
are. reacting to climatic  Bahugunassidthegovern- role in the project,asitisthe Southeast Asian counries, to
changes under the All India  ment was taking management  only one of its ind in the learn about the kind of re-
‘Coordinated Research Project _of forests as a thrust area by Northeast,whichispartof the  search being done.on rain
on Climatic Changes andfind _ reducing dependence of peo. Himalayan - biodiversity ~foreststhere. The councilssci-
out ways to tackle the same. It ple’s ivelihood on forest pro-  hotspot and his 60 per cent of ~ entists are already carrying
will also study how to prevent  duceand encouraging them to  bamboo forests nthecountry  out joint. research in - Aus:
reduction of ground water take up nontimber produce  Bahuguna said that the in- - tralia; Cambodia and Laos.
level. Tikebamboo. stitute has been carrying out The council wil request
Bahuguna saidthe council The study will be done in  extensive research on improv  the Assam government toallot
had recently sanctioned the _ different climatic zones and _ing thequality and production ~ land to the RFRI in Guwahati
project, which was of im- will also look nto possible - of various species of bamboo, ~for setting up a centre o in-
‘mense importancewithrapid ~food and water shortage be-  whichis in great demandboth  form the people about the eco-
climatic changes taking place ~ cause of climatic: changes. in India and abroad. He said nomic gains of bamboo and to
aeross the globe. As ndiahas  Multiple ways of water bar. - more schemes would be sanc-  propagate fechilogles devel-
L Gwcast forast cover and hnge _vesting will lso be covered. — tioned forthe RFRI to boostre-  oped by the institute
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