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DEHRADUN, 23 Apr: ICFRE
DG Dr VK Bahuguna inaugurated
a national summit on sustainable
mining in Goa on 22 April. The
seminar was organised by the
Federation of Indian Mineral
Industries (FIMI) and attended by
more than 100 delegates from the
mining industries and officers from
the state and central government.

In his address, Dr Bahuguna
lauded the role of the mining
industry in the growth and
economic development of the
country and narrated the
experience of ICFRE in helping the
industry in sustainable mining. He
referred to the Macro level EIA
done by the Council under his
leadership and the RR plans made
for the Karnataka Government. In
Karnataka, people had supported
scientific and environmentally
sustainable mining since the
activity provided jobs to millions.
But public outcry against illegal
and polluting mining had to be
taken note of. He asserted that the
Mining Industry needed to look

Garhwal Post, 24th April, 2013

into and revisit the strategic
dimensions in mining, considering
the contemporary aspirations of
society. He exhorted the mining
industry to plan systematically a
strategic vision for sustainable
mining and the tactical planning
in meeting the goals set by the
industry with adjustments based
on the site specific social and
political as well as geographic

limitations and opportunities. To
achieve this, it was necessary for
the industry  to make
environmental restoration of the
mined out areas and its continued
monitoring part of the business
and consider local communities as
beneficiaries’ of the business. For
this, it was necessary that FIMI take
a lead in building up the capacity
of the miners by a mechanism of

accredition so that mining agencies
could build up their capacities
before they applied for leases.
He also stressed on the need
for bringing in world class
technology in exploration as well
as exploitation of mineral
resources. Proper scientific
information on eco-restoration and
dump management needed to be
given to civil society as mining in

high rainfall areas was quite
different from the semi-arid areas.
By and large, smaller mines were
the culprit, both, from the point of
view of scientific mining as well as
environmentally sustainable
mining. To ensure better future for
mining in the country, policy level
changes were necessary to bring
investments and technology as the
need of the hour.
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