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DEHRADUN, 13 Apr: The
USAID (US Agencies for
International Development) has
exhibited keen interest in ICFRE
Research Programme and has
ventured to support the capacity
building of the Council’s
scientists in the area of forest
ecology, climate change, tree
breeding and genetics.

This was the result of
deliberations held during the visit
of a USAID delegation,
comprising Jeremy Gustafson,
Clean Energy & Environment
Office, Sounutri Das and
Verghese Paul, Senior Forestry
Advisor, USAID, which met Dr
VK Bahuguna, ICFRE Director
General, here, today.

The delegation, in the
context of the Indo-US Climate
Change Programme, showed
keen interest in the recently
finalised All India Coordinated
Project (AICP) on Climate
Change, “All India Coordinated
Climate Change Forestry
Research Programme (AICFP)”
of ICFRE, wherein field studies
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“on impact of climate change,

mitigation, adaptation and
REDD+ components have been
envisaged. The delegation
appreciated, in particular, the

field components of the
programme.
The delegation also

discussed the holding of the India
Forestry Congress in November,
2011 in New Delhi, wherein
more than 750 delegates from
policy makers to researchers,

field practitioners, Joint Forest
Management Committees, Self
Help Groups had participated,
and more than 450 research
papers presented. USAID has
evinced interest in being part of
the next Indian Forest Congress.

The charter adopted at the
Congress was also shared with
the delegation. The issue of
capacity building of scientists in
the area of forest ecology, forest
inventory, silviculture, genetics

and tree breeding, as well as
forest biodiversity was discussed
in detail. It was stated that,
recently, there had been a visit
of delegations from the Chinese

Forest Academy, Beijing;
ICIMOD, Nepal; UK Forestry
Commission, Edinburgh;
SAARC Forestry Centre, Bhutan
to ICFRE and the vistas for
future collaboration and
capacity building had been
defined.

The Prime Minister has also
recently announced opening of
10 SAARC  Fellowship
Programmes at FRI Universally
to be funded by the Ministry of
External Affairs. Further, a South
Asia Forestry Research Network
under aegis of SAARC Forestry
Centre is also envisaged.

The USAID delegation
wished to be part of this novel
venture on capacity building of
scientists in South Asia. Dr
Bahuguna also informed the
delegation about a recent
initiative on a Coffee Table Book
about Forest Biodiversity of
India. The delegation evinced
keen interest in the projects for
REDD+ and Monitoring .and
Evaluation of Ecosystem
Services which ICFRE is
proposing to take up with
support from the UK Forest,
Department and UCOST.

Omkar Singh, DDG
(Education), Sandeep Tripathi,
DDG (Research) and Saibal
Dasgupta, DDG (Extension) also
were present during the
deliberations.
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