
Inauguration of Bamboo Market Information Centre (BMIC), 
Exhibition of bamboo value added products and Bamboo Growers 

and Entrepreneurs Meet (BMIC) – 2014” 

India is home to second largest diversity of bamboos in the world with around 130 species – next 
only to China. India along Burma and China accounts for 80% of bamboo resources of the world 
offering potential for high economic growth.  With the focus on including bamboo in the 
development agenda of the country, several mission mode schemes are being implemented by 
the Government of India under which development of bamboo plantations - outside forest area - 
has been promoted extensively.  Accordingly, farmers in Tamil Nadu have raised bamboo 
plantations in their farmlands in last 2 decades.   

In order to facilitate marketability of their bamboo produce, Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree 
Breeding (IFGTB), Coimbatore conducted a one day “Bamboo Growers & Entrepreneurs Meet, 
2014 (BGEM-2014) on 18/07/2014 (Friday) at IFGTB, Forest Campus, Coimbatore.  The 
meeting was conducted as part of “Bamboo Bazaar” project with funding support from National 
Bamboo Mission through Tamil Nadu Horticulture Development Agency (TANHODA), 
Chennai – the implementing agency of NBM in Tamil Nadu.  The meeting was conducted with 
the objective of facilitating contact between bamboo growers and bamboo entrepreneurs.  
Around 100 bamboo growers and 8 bamboo entrepreneurs attended the meet and interacted to 
increase scope for marketing bamboo raw material and bamboo products respectively.    The 
meet was inaugurated by Dr. S. Balaji IFS, PCCF (Research & Education), Tamil Nadu Forest 
Department in the presence of Dr. S. K. Nath, Director, IPIRTI, Bengaluru, Dr. N. Krishna 
Kumar IFS, Director and Shri. T. P. Raghunath IFS, Group Co-ordinator (Research) IFGTB, 
Coimbatore. 

As part of the “Bamboo Bazaar” activity, a bamboo structure constructed within the Forest 
Campus to house the”Bamboo Market Information Centre (BMIC)” was inaugurated on 
18/07/14 before the Meet.   BMIC would assist bamboo farmers to market their produce by 
facilitating meetings between them and Bamboo Entrepreneurs from across the state. A helpline 
(0422 2484222) was also made operational to facilitate flow of information between bamboo 
farmers and bamboo entrepreneurs.   

An Exhibition of bamboo value added products was also held as part of the Meet in which 5 
bamboo entrepreneurs displayed bamboo furniture, handicrafts, apart from bamboo shoot based 
products viz., bamboo shoot pickle, bamboo rice based sweets.  The highlight of the exhibition 
was sale of sweet item – payasam - prepared using bamboo rice presently available following 
extensive flowering of Bambusa bambos in the Western Ghats.    

  



Inauguration of “Bamboo Market Information Centre (BMIC)” at Forest 
Campus, Coimbatore 

 
View of Bamboo Market Information Centre (BMIC), constructed using bamboo mat board. 

 
BMIC being inaugurated by Dr. S. Balaji,  IFS, PCCF (R & E), TNFD, in the presence of Dr. S. 
K. Nath, Director IPIRTI, Dr. N. Krishna Kumar IFS, Director, IFGTB & other Dignitaries.   



 
Shri. M. Maria Dominic Savio, Convener, Bamboo Growers & Entrepreneurs Meet 2014, 
explaining construction of BMIC using bamboo mat boards.  
 

 
Commomerative bamboo planting by Dr. S. Balaji IFS, at the BMIC. 



 
Commemorative bamboo planting by Dr. S.K. Nath, and Dr. Smt. Aruna Basu Sarkar IFS, 
APCCF & Director, TNFA, Coimbatore.  
 

 
View of bamboo farmers at the BMIC, Forest Campus, Coimbatore. 



Inauguration of “Exhibition of Bamboo Value added products at IFGTB, Forest Campus, 
Coimbatore. 

 
Exhibition of Bamboo value added products being inaugurated by Dr. S. K. Nath, Director, 
IFIRTI, along with other dignitaries. 
 

 
Bamboo growers and general public visiting the exhibition held in the lawns of IFGTHB. 



 
Chief Guest and other dignitaries inspecting the quality of bamboo furniture 
 

 
Dignitaries interacting with Shri. Sushanth, NID, Bengaluru.  
 



 
Bamboo growers at the bamboo food court in the exhibition 
 

 
Chief Guest & other dignitaries interacting with a bamboo entrepreneur.  



Inauguration of “Bamboo Growers & Entrepreneurs Meet (BGEM) 
– 2014 at IFGTB, Coimbatore. 

 
Dignitaries in the dais during inauguration of Bamboo Growers and Entrepreneur Meet, 2014. 
 

 
Shri. M. Maria Dominic Savio, Convener, BGEM explaining objectives of the Meet and 
functions of Bamboo Market Information Centre.  
 



 
Dr. N. Krishna Kumar IFS, Director, addressing the Meet on bamboo research and extension 
activities carried out by IFGTB. 
 

 
Dr. S.K. Nath, Director, IPIRTI addressing the Meet on value addition potential of bamboos.  



 
Dr. S. Balaji, delivering his presidential address during the inaugural session of BGEM. 
 

 
View of bamboo growers and entrepreneurs attending the BGEM. 



 
Shri. T.P. Raghunath IFS, GCR, IFGTB addressing the Meet. 

 
Shri. Baburaj of URAVU, Kalpetta, Kerala addressing the Meet. 
 



 
Shri. Kongu Kulandaisamy sharing his experience on bamboo cultivation during the Meet. 
 

 
DR. N. Krishna Kumar IFS, Director, IFGTB, addressing the bamboo growers  
 

  



News paper clippings of the Bamboo Growers & Entrepreneurs’ Meet -2014. 

 

 

(The Hindu, Coimbatore Edition dated 19/07/2014) 

 



(in vernacular dailies) 

 
 (Dinathanthi, Coimbatore edition 19/07/14) 

 

(Dinamalar, Coimbatore edition, 19/07/2014) 


