
ECO-RESTORATION OF WASTELANDS  
 

A THREE DAY TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR OTHER STAKEHOLDERS 
 

A three days training on "Eco-restoration of Wastelands" was organized by the Himalayan Forest 
Research Institute, Shimla from 29th to 31st December, 2014 at the behest of Ministry of Environment, 
Forests and Climate Change (MOEFCC), Govt. of India, New Delhi in the Conference Hall of the 
Institute. The training programme was organized for the benefit of other stakeholders of the state.  Forty 
two participants consisting of teachers of Educational Institutions, Panchayat Representatives, Non 
Govt. Organizations (NGOs), Members of Mahila Mandals, Social Activists and Media persons from 
Esteemed News Papers/Doordarshan and Private News Channels took part in this training programme. 
The main objective for organizing this training was to sensitize the other stakeholders about the need 
and techniques of Eco-restoration of Wastelands.   

Shri Virender Kashyap, Hon’ble Member of Parliament, inaugurated Training programme on 29th 
December, 2014. The Hon’ble MP appreciated the efforts the Himalayan Forest Research Institute, 
Shimla and said that the Institute is working in tune 
with the National mandate and as per the present 
day requirements of the general public.   He further 
added that it is the need of the hour that Lab 
Research should reach up to the common masses so 
that they can take the benefits of scientific 
knowledge and expertise. The chief guest 
specifically reiterated the importance of the 
Himalayas on this occasion and said that our 
existence is closely linked with the existence of the 
Great Himalayas and the people in this part of the 
world are lucky to breathe in clean ambience. He 
called upon the audience to realize the greatest 
responsibility of protection and conservation of the environment which is a global issue now days.  

 

Director of the Institute Dr. V.P. Tewari apprised of 
the Chief Guest and the other participants that the 
Himalayan Forest Research Institute besides 
carrying out the Research Activities, imparts the 
training programmes to the overall benefit of the 
stakeholders from time to time. He further said that 
common folk always remain the focus of the 
research projects and programmes of this institute.  



Then the course director of this training Dr. R.K. Verma presented the detail outline of the training- 
cum- demonstration programme briefly and said that during this programme the participants will also be 
taken to Darlaghat Ambuja Cement Factory on a field visit to show the plantation activities done by the 
institute on the mined out areas. 

Dr K.S. Kapoor, Group coordinator Research and 
Senior Scientist of the institute gave a brief 
presentation about the history of Himalayan Forest 
Research Institute and the main mandate of this 
Institute.  

The Resource Person from University of Horticulture 
and Forestry, Nauni, State Forest Department, Forest 
Research Institute, Dehradun and Scientists from the 
Institute gave elaborated presentations on various 
aspects of the Restoration of the Degraded and Mined out Areas. 

On the second day, the participants of this training programme were taken to Kashlog- the Mining Site 
of Ambuja Cement Plant - where Dr. R.K. Verma, Course Director of this training programme 
apprised the participants about the important activities of open cast mining and the Institute’s 
interventions for Eco-restorations of mined out areas .  



 

 

 

 

 

 

On the third day of the training, the Resource person viz; Dr T.N. Lakhanpal, Dr. Rajesh Sharma, Dr, 
Sandeep Sharma, Dr. Jagdish Singh, Dr. Ranjeet Kumar, Dr Pawan Rana and Dr. Vaneet Jishtu gave 
elaborated and illustrative presentations on multiple aspects on Eco-restoration of Wastelands. After 
that the participants visited the different laboratories and Herbarium of the institutes where useful 
information about the Ultra Modern Scientific Equipments were given by the concerned Laboratory 
Incharge.  

 

During the concluding session of the training programme, Director of the Institute Dr. V.P. Tewari 
distribute the Certificates to the participants and  thanked all the participants for giving their valuable 
time and making this programme successful. A feedback was also taken from the participants of the 
training programme to compile the valuable and important suggestions in futuristic research training 
programmes.  All the participants praised the organizers for providing awareness and sensitization on 
such an important and relevant topic. 

                                                                    ***** 
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