
AFRI Scientist Dr Tarun Kant receives B.P. Pal Memorial Award 

Dr Tarun Kant, Scientist-E of Arid Forest 
Research Institute, Jodhpur has been 
awarded ‘B.P. Pal Memorial Award’. Dr 
Kant received the award on 3rd January 
2016 from the honourable Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi at the inaugural 
function of the 103rd Annual Session of the 
Indian Science Congress held at Mysore 
University, Mysuru. To commemorate the 
birth centenary of the great Indian 
Scientist Prof. B.P. Pal, the Indian Science 
Congress Association instituted the B.P. Pal 
Memorial award in 1989 to be given in 
every alternate year to honour Indian 
scientists of the country for their scientific 
contributions. 

Dr Tarun Kant has been involved in forestry 
research since 1999 using biotechnology 
and molecular biology tools. He has been 
involved in development of tissue culture 

propagation techniques and DNA fingerprinting for several important and endangered plants. 
Dr Tarun Kant has also carried out research leading to understanding expression pattern of 
genes in halophytic plants growing under high saline conditions as well as new gene discovery. 
Such genes can be used for developing salt tolerant plants. 

The Indian Science Congress Association (ISCA) is a professional body under Department 
of Science & Technology, Ministry of Science & Technology, Government of India. ISCA is now 
103 years old and the largest scientific association of the country and owes its origin to the 
foresight and initiative of two British Chemists, namely, Professor J. L. Simonsen and Professor 
P.S. MacMahon. The first meeting of the Congress was held from January 15-17, 1914 at the 
premises of the Asiatic Society, Calcutta, with the Honourable Justice Sir Asutosh Mukherjee, 
the then Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University, as President. 
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