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International Day of Forests 2024 Celebrations by ICFRE-IFGTB EIACP PC RP

As part of the International Day of Forests 2024 and LIiFE Mission, EIACP (Environmental
Information, Awareness, Capacity Building and Livelihood Programme) Programme Centre
(erstwhile IFGTB ENVIS) Resource Partner at the ICFRE - Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree
Breeding, Coimbatore organized a Mega Walkathon — An Awareness Walk Rally.  The primary
objective of this rally was to raise awareness about the importance of forests and encourage
individuals to engage in LiFE Mission initiatives.

The event began with Prakruthi Vandanam, an invocation on nature in Sanskrit based on Yajur Veda
composed by Dr Kannan CS Warrier, Scientist G and EIACP Coordinator. During his awareness
lecture, Dr Warrier explained that forests contribute to the food security and sustainable livelihoods
of billions of people. Forest sector value chains also offer over 86 million green jobs and support the
livelihoods of many more. Over 2.4 billion people use wood-based energy for cooking. We know
that more than 10 million different species of animals, plants, fungi and other micro-organisms
inhabit the Earth. They and the habitats in which they live represent the world’s biological diversity.
It has been recorded that humans use at least 40,000 species of plants and animals on a daily basis
for food, shelter, clothing and medicinal needs. Forests are the most diverse ecosystems on land,
because they hold the vast majority of the world’s terrestrial species. And some rain forests are
among the oldest ecosystems on Earth, he added. Dr Warrier highlighted that forest biodiversity is
threatened by deforestation, forest fragmentation and degradation, hunting and the arrival of invasive
species from other habitats. We are losing 12 million hectares of forest a year, much of it tropical
rainforest with its unique and rich biodiversity. Innovation and technology have revolutionized forest
monitoring, enabling countries to track and report on their forests more effectively. A total of 13.7
billion tons of carbon dioxide forest emission reductions or enhancements have been reported to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change through transparent and innovative
forest monitoring.

Dr R. Yasodha, Group Coordinator Research, during her special address explained the importance
of commemorating the International Day of Forests and gave an insight to the some of the ground
breaking innovations within the forestry sector. Dr Yasodha emphasized the critical role of tree
planting in bolstering global reforestation endeavours, which are essential for replenishing depleted
forests, rehabilitating damaged ecosystems, and combating climate change. She provided insightful
statistics regarding the current forest cover in the country, highlighting both the challenges and
opportunities in forest conservation and management. Furthermore, Dr Yasodha appealed to students
to actively engage in innovative initiatives aimed at building a sustainable future. She also

highlighted that with the increasing emphasis on sustainable resource management and




environmental conservation, there is a growing demand for skilled professionals in forestry-related
fields. From forest management and conservation to research and innovation, the scope for students
to make meaningful contributions is vast.

Dr C. Kunhikannan, Director, ICFRE-IFGTB, inaugurated the programme. In his inaugural address,
the Director highlighted the multifaceted benefits bestowed by forests, stressing their pivotal role in
sustaining life on Earth. While highlighting current year’s theme, "Forests and Innovation: New
Solutions for a Better World," Dr Kunhikannan emphasized the paramount importance of trees as
humanity's invaluable heritage, stressing our collective responsibility to safeguard them. Dr
Kunhikannan explained how trees serve as vital habitats for a plethora of wildlife, ranging from
birds and insects to bats and squirrels. He highlighted that beyond providing shelter, trees also serve
as a crucial food source for these creatures through their fruits. Moreover, Dr Kunhikannan
emphasized the intricate interdependence between humans and trees, emphasizing our reliance on
them for various necessities. In light of the pressing environmental challenges exacerbated by human
activities, Dr Kunhikannan highlighted the urgent need for reforestation efforts. He passionately
urged all participants to take proactive measures by planting more trees whenever feasible,
emphasizing that such actions are imperative to restore ecological balance and safeguard our planet's
future.

An awareness poster highlighting the significance of forests was released during the occasion and
shared with all the stakeholders. Mega Walkathon — An Awareness Walk Rally was officially

flagged off by the Director. Students and staff from Government Arts College, Coimbatore,

Kongunadu Arts and Science College, Coimbatore, PSG Arts and Science College, Coimbatore and
IFGTB staff actively participated in the awareness rally displaying awareness signboards along the
designated route. About 600 participants took part in the awareness rally. The rally commenced
from the IFGTB campus, traversing through significant parts of the city, ensuring a broader outreach
to the audience. Awareness handouts were disseminated to school children and the general public.
Dr S. Vigneswaran, Senior Programme Officer, EIACP PC RP proposed vote of thanks.
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FORESTS-2024

Theme: Forests and Innovation: New Solutions for a Better World

Innovations in forestry encompass a wide range of technologies, practices,
and policies aimed at enhancing forest conservation, restoration, and
utilization. This year's theme "Forests and Innovation: New Solutions for a
Better World" seeks to harness the potential of technology and creativity to
promote forest conservation, restore degraded ecosystems, and ensure the
equitable distribution of forest benefits. By fostering innovation in forestry,
we can not only protect one of our most valuable natural resources but also
contribute to a more sustainable and prosperous future for all.
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# Conserve Forests for Human Wellbeing
# MissionLiFE # ChooseLiFE # MeriLiFE




