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ICFRE -IFGTB has been conducting research and extension activities in the states of 

Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Union territories of Puducherry, Lakshadweep and Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands. As an important extension activity, the Institute has been 

organizing Tree Growers' Mela (TGM) as a flagship programme in several strategic 

places in those jurisdiction states to spread awareness on tree cultivation using 

improved planting materials for higher productivity and economic returns. The main 

objective of Tree Growers mela is to create awareness among farmers on tree 

cultivation techniques and use of effective high yielding clones for increasing their farm 

income; besides improving their understanding on the marketing issues.  

 

In this line, ICFRE-IFGTB organized a Tree Growers Mela (TGM) on 17th February, 

2024 at Puducherry, with support of Puducherry Forest & Wildlife department on the 

theme “Tree Cultivation in Coastal areas”. This mela got response from farmers and 

about 575 tree growers, front line staff of Puducherry, Villupuram & Cuddalore forest 

department, representatives of wood based industries and NGOs were participated in 

the programme. 

 

 

Dr. C. Kunhikannan, Director, ICFRE-IFGTB presided over the inaugural session of the 

TGM on 17th February, 2024. Shri. C. Jayakumar, Hon'ble Minister for Forests & 



WildLife, Puducherry was the Chief Guest of the Mela. Shri. G. Ravi, Assistant General 

Manager, TNPL, Karur; Shri. Sumesh Soman, IFS, DFO, Villupuram; Shri. S. Gurusamy, 

IFS, DFO, Cuddalore and Shri. Vasanthakumar, Director, Agriculture, Puducherry graced 

the occasion as Guests of Honour. Dr. S. Saravanan, Head, Extension, welcomed the 

guests and the gathering and explained the importance and significance of the theme 

and also gave a broad outline of the tree growers mela, its objectives and expectations. 

 

Dr. C. Kunhikannan, Director, ICFRE- IFGTB, during his inaugural address, highlighted 

that, tree farming have gained momentum in Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry which 

necessitated the institute to organise Tree Growers Mela to transfer the technical inputs 

to tree growers. He briefed the research and extension activities of the institute focused 

mainly on the needs and demands of various stakeholders. He also mentioned that, tree 

cultivation could pave way for best alternative to the farmers for realizing increased 

productivity and higher farm net income. He further added that, this TGM offers 

excellent platform for various stakeholders viz., research institutes, quality material 

producers, wood based industries, farmer producer organization, etc.  to address the 

needs of the farmers/tree growers. He urged the farmers / tree growers to interact with 

the Scientists to further clarify their doubts in tree farming. 

 

Shri. C. Jayakumar, Hon'ble Minister for Forests & Wildlife, Puducherry during his 

inaugural address mentioned that developmental activities and rapid urbanization has 

affected the climate and biodiversity of our country. He stated that, trees are the only 

solution to overcome the climate change issues and these trees are capable to 

sequester more carbon. He advised the farmers to plant trees of different rotation 

period will return back in a sustainable manner. Planting of valuable timber trees like 

Teak, Mahogany, Red Sanders, Gmelina, etc. in farm bunds will give additional income 

with efficient management of natural resources.  He also stressed the need for looking 

into the alternative farming system for increasing farm income and safeguard farmers 

from agricultural distress.  He immensely thanked ICFRE-IFGTB, Coimbatore for hosting 

the TGM in Puducherry considering its potential for growing trees in fallow lands.  He 

also wished farmers would take up the technologies showcased by ICFRE-IFGTB and 



more specifically by utilising high quality planting material (clones) for increased 

productivity. 

Later, the Hon'ble Minister released the Documentary films on ‘Bio-products of ICFRE – 

IFGTB’ and declared the ‘Puducherry-VVK’ as ICFRE-IFGTB`s new Van Vigyan Kendra.  

The new VVK will provide the technical knowhow, conducting training to various 

stakeholders, establishment of demo plots with released clones/varieties with the 

support of Puducherry Forest department 

 

Technical session 

The Scientists of ICFRE-IFGTB made presentation on different trees suitable for coastal 

areas and policy in relation to cultivation , marketing the details are below; 

 

Resource persons  Presentation Theme 

Dr. A. Nicodemus, Scientist-G Cultivation of Casuarina 

Shri. A. Mayavel, Scientist-E Cultivation of Tissue Culture Teak & Melia 

Dr. S. P. Subramani, CTO Cultivation of Mahogany 

Shri. G. Ravi, AGM, TNPL Pulpwood procurement policy of TNPL 

 

The resource persons and panel members from ICFRE-IFGTB, TNPL and officials of 

Puduchuery Forest Department shared their knowledge and experience in detail 

including cultivation techniques, felling and transportation rules and regulations, 

procurement policy and market price for pulp wood species, etc.  

 

An exclusive Exhibition was arranged for the benefit of farmers by ICFRE-IFGTB to 

display various technologies in clonal forestry, package of practices recommended for 

major tree crops, products developed by ICFRE-IFGTB.  The exhibition also promoted 

popularization of the Mobile App “TreeGenie” – digital interactive platform for tree 

growers developed by icfre-IFGTB.  The industrial partner TNPL, Karur; Tamil Nadu 

Forest Department; Farmers Producer Company, Puducherry and Shanthi Clonal 

Nursery, Cuddalore, exhibited various clones, planting techniques, buy back agreement, 

etc. in the exhibition.  The participants and farmers were given free copies of the book 



Maramvalarpu Mulam Makathana Varumanam’” and publications on Ailanthus & Tree 

Growers Mela brochure published by ICFRE-IFGTB, Coimbatore.  Farmers / Tree 

Growers interacted with the experts and clarified their doubts on different aspects viz., 

growing, protection, irrigation, marketing, felling and transportation, etc., 
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