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Report on Visit of Sh. Arun Singh Rawat, IFS, Director General, ICFRE, Dehradun

to Himalayan Forest Research Institute Shimla and its Field Research Stations
(From 17.06.2023 to 22.06.2023)

Shri Arun Singh Rawat, IFS, Director General, Indian Council of Forestry Research &
Education, Dehradun was on a visit to ICFRE- Himalayan Forest Research Institute Shimla and
its Field Research Stations from 17.06.2023 to 22.06.2023. In the first leg of his tour, Shri
Rawat, visited the Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Panthghati, Shimla and inaugurated the
newly established Technology Demonstration Centre on 18™ June, 2023. During this, in his
address he said that dissemination of research results to the stakeholders is one of the main
activities and if the benefits of research reach the stakeholders in the right way and at the right
time, only then research becomes truly meaningful. He said that Technology Demonstration
Centre, Shimla would prove to be important for creating forestry awareness about the new
technologies developed. The center provides an opportunity to the stakeholders to witness the
technologies developed. He hoped that various stakeholders would be benefited by the launch of
the Technology Demonstration Centre. He emphasized on working for improving the livelihood
of the rural people through forestry. During the program, the Director General released the
various publications recently published by the Institute. He also released bio-products i.e. Him
Albiwash (a liquid) and Him Biokill-1 (powder) bio-pesticides developed by the institute from
native plant species Pisumar grass and these bio-pesticides are effective against pests of forestry
plants. Apart from this, Him Mrida Sanjeevani-1 Mycorrhiza Formulation — which is effective as
a bio-fertilizer for increasing soil fertility was also released. The Him Mrida Sanjeevani-1
product has also been registered by Directorate of Agriculture, Shimla, Himachal Pradesh.
During his five days, Shri Rawat also visited the Institute's Field Research Station Tabo to
review the research activities there. He was also the Chief Guest at the training program on
‘Nursery and Plantation Techniques of Juniper and Cultivation of Temperate Medicinal Plant’s
at Kaza, Lahaul and Spiti organized by the Institute on 20.06.2023. During the training
programme, he presented 10 Shukpa (Juniperus polycarpos) saplings to ADC, Kaza and SDM,
Kaza and assured the local people that the HFRI will continue to distribute Shukpa saplings to
the local people from time to time in future also. He hoped that after the training program, people
would be able to grow Shukpa saplings themselves without any outside help, they would be able
to plant Juniper saplings in their neighborhood. On 21%, June, 2023, he proceeded to Filed
Research Station and VVK, Jagatsukh Manali, and also reviewed research and extension



activities there. He asked director, scientists and officers of the institute to carry out more
activities at FRS and VVK. On 22" June, DG, ICFRE started his journey back to ICFRE,
Dehradun.
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