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RFRI CONDUCTS WEEKLONG TRAINING ON 

BAMBOO FOR IFS OFFICERS 

Rain Forest Research Institute, Jorhat (Assam) organized a One-week compulsory training course 

on „Bamboo Resource Development for Addressing Livelihood Concerns of Communities‟ for officers 

of Indian Forest Service (IFS) during November 14-18, 2022 under the aegis of Ministry of 

Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Government of India. A total of 20 (twenty) IFS officers 

from 12 states had participated in the training programme, meticulously planned by Shri R. K. Kalita, 

Course Director.  

The Training Programme was inaugurated by Prof. V. Ravishankar, Director, National Institute of 

Design, Assam as Chief Guest. At the outset, Dr. R. K. Borah, Scientist–G & Director, RFRI 

welcomed all the esteemed participants. All the participants were welcomed with traditional Phulam 

Gamosa. A RFRI publication entitled, “Aquilaria malaccensis: An Annotated Bibliography” authored 

by Dr. R. S. C. Jayaraj, et. al. was released in the inaugural session. In his address, Dr. Ravishankar 

remembered his reminisces about his childhood spent as offspring of Army Officer in the foothills of 

Arunachal Pradesh and his craze for forests since childhood. So, he requested all the IFS Officers for a 

similar craze in disbursement of their duties. He also spoke about the role of bamboo in the entire 

socio-economic fabric of the people of the North East India.  

Shri R. K. Kalita, Course Director briefly highlighted the broad theme and purpose of the training 

programme and offered formal Vote of Thanks. 

Technical Sessions: 

There were altogether ten Technical Sessions delivered by eminent resource persons. Dr. T. C. 

Bhuyan, Scientist (Retired), RFRI and Consultant, North Eastern Cane & Bamboo Development 

Council, Burnihat, Guwahati (Assam)) on „Bamboo Propagation, Cultivation and Management’. Dr. 

L. B. Singha, Professor, Manipur University, Imphal, Manipur on „Bamboo Diversity and 

Consequences of Its Flowering in North-East India‟. Er. A. K. Baruah, CEO, Assam BioRefinery 

Private Ltd., Numaligarh, Golaghat (Assam)  deliberated upon ‘Bamboo Biomass to Ethanol’. Mrs. 

Krishna Sarmah, President, We Care Foundation, Guwahati (Assam) delivered a presentation on ‘Role 

of bamboo for economic empowerment of rural people’. Dr. R. K. Borah, Scientist G and Director 

delivered an account of R and D activities on bamboo of the Institute, entitled, ‘Bamboo Research and 

Development at RFRI, Jorhat.  Dr. R. D. Borthakur, Chief Technical Officer, RFRI, Jorhat delivered a 

presentation on ‘Bamboo Charcoal and its Utilization for Livelihood Generation: Learning from 

Karbi Anglong’. Dr. Abhinav Kant, In-charge, Bamboo and Cane Development Institute, Agartala, 

Tripura delivered a presentation on ‘Technology in Bamboo Sector for Rural Livelihood’. Shri Priyam 

Ballav Goswami, Architect, Jorhat delivered a presentation on ‘Bamboo in structural construction’. 

Dr. Vipin Chawla, Scientist, IWST (previously in IPIRTI), Bangalore delivered his presentation on 

‘Bamboo Composite Technology for commercialization. 

Two participating Officers also shared their experiences of their respective states.  
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Shri Rahul Namdev Patil, participating Officer from Maharashtra presented a Success Story of 

Bamboo Research & Training Centre (BRTC), Chandrapur (Maharashtra) during his tenure as 

Director of the said Institute. BRTC began as an autonomous organization of Maharashtra Forest 

Department under the guidance of Maharashtra Bamboo Development Board on 4
th

 December, 2014. 

BRTC organized Certificate courses in collaboration with BCDI (Tripura), set up Chandrapur 

agarbatti Project in collaboration with ITC Ltd., set up Bamboo Art Units in three Universities (of 

Pune, Rahuri and Amravati), established a Bambusetum and set up four Bamboo Handicraft and Art 

Unit (BHAU) at four different locations.  

Field Visits:  

Two Field visits were planned:  

The participants visited to the Majuli Island where they had a flavor of the Satra-centric Vaishnavite 

culture by paying homage at the Sri Uttar Kamalabari Satra. The Participants visited Sri Samaguri 

Satra and witnessed bamboo mask-making art (Mukha-Shilpa) of the Satra. They also enjoyed the live 

performance of the different artists with Masks.  

Second Field Trip was conducted to visit ABRPL, Numaligarh and Kaziranga National Park. The 

Participants witnessed the Bio Refinery which is under construction. They interacted with various 

Officials of the Refinery.  

At Kaziranga, the Participants were welcomed by the Field Director, Shri Jatindra Nath Sarma, IFS. 

Shri Ramesh Chandra Gogoi, DFO, KNP delivered a presentation on overall activities of the Park. The 

Participants visited the Park and enjoyed the wilderness of the Park.  

Valedictory Session: 

The Valedictory Session of the training programme was chaired by P.V. Narsinga Rao, IFS, PCCF & 

CWLW, Chhattisgarh. Appreciating the overall training module (including selection of Resource 

Persons) and schedule management, he praised the Course Director and his team. All the participants 

unequivocally appreciated the effort of the Institute and thanked the Course Director and his team for 

efficient conduct of the training. They commented that the Training was the perfect blending of in-

house sessions as well as field visits where participants got exposure of real applications of bamboo 

and its role in livelihood generation of the people.  

Certificates were distributed to participation at the Valedictory Session. 
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Glimpses of the Training Programme 
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