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‘Biodiversity conservation
vital for human welfare’

PNS W DEHRADUN

Conservation of biodiversi-
ty is vital for the welfare of
human, especially the com-
mon people, said Indian
Council of Forestry Research
and Education director gen-
eral VK Bahuguna while
speaking at a stakeholders
meet during the 24th session
of the International Poplar
Commission at the Forest
Research Institute. He stressed
on the need for manage mate-
rial resources to increase
livelihood opportunities.

“The ICFRE has success-
fully introduced poplar in
Vaishali district, Bihar and
this possibility can be
explored in other parts of the
country. The stakeholder’s
meet offers a platform to all
concern to discuss the chal-
lenges and opportunities in
poplar cultivation and utili-
sation in the industries,”
Bahuguna said.

FRI director PP Bhojvaid
said that poplar is cultivate on
about 10 lakh hectare in North
India with poplar being a
species outside conventional
forest which is helping to
bridge the gap between supply
and demand. He emphasised
that scientists from FRI
should take note of the prob-
lems faced by farmers and

ICFRE HAS
SUCCESSFULLY
INTRODUCED POPLAR
BIHAR AND THIS
POSSIBILITY: CAN BE
EXPLORED IN OTHER
PARTS OF THE
COUNTRY AS WELL.
THE STAKEHOLDER'S
'MEET OFFERS A
PLATFORM TO ALL
CONCERNED TO
DISCUSS THE
CHALLENGES AND
OPPORTUNITIES IN
POPLAR CULTIVATION
AND UTILISATION IN
INDUSTRIES

suggest their solutions apart
from researching newer
aspects related to poplar and
willows. Joris Van Acker from
Belgium, Ian Mclvor from
New Zealand, representatives
of NGOs, industries, forest
department and farmers also
expressed their views. During
the technical session, FRI sci-
entists YP Singh and Shamila
Kalia spoke on the nursery
diseases, pests and manage-

ment of poplar while JP
Chandra briefly explained the
introduction of poplar clones
in India during early seventies
by FRI. He stressed that other
than fertiliser and other inputs_
land preparation is equally
important for growing poplar
while optimum density plan-
tation should be raised for an
ideal yield. Niki Chaudhary
spoke on the economic analy-
sis of poplar based agro-
forestry system while Avtar
Singh explained poplar based
agro forestry system.

In the 46th executive
committee of the IPC, the
ICFRE DG VK Bahuguna and
FRI director PP Bhojvaid
stressed on the need to
increase the scope of IPC
beyond poplar and willow.
Bahuguna said that it would
be prudent to add species
like acacia nilotica, casaurina
species melia dubia and other
fast growing tree species to
increase acceptance of IPC
beyond 37 member countries.
Bhojvaid said that
economy and ecology influ-
ence each other.

“As coconut and rubber
wood have emerged as new
species in the world market, it
will be useful to add few more
short rotation intensive cul-
ture tree crops to the
list,” he said.
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DEHRADUN, 29 Oct: As a
side event of the 24th Session of
the International Poplar
Commission being held at the
FRI, here, a Stakeholder's Meet
was held in the convocation hall
of the Institute, which was
attended by Dr Joris Van Acker
from Belgium and Dr lan Mclvor
from New Zealand, in addition
to NGOs, representative from
industries, State  Forest
Department Officers, poplar
growing farmers from Nepal and

states like Haryana, Punjab.

Scientists and Officers of FRI
and ICFRE along with Directors
of ICFRE institutes also
participated. Dr VK Bahuguna,
the DG, ICFRE, welcomed all the
participants and emphasised
that for the benefit of the
common people, the
conservation of Biodiversity was
a must. “We all have to devise
method sto manage the material
resources to improve livelihood.
As poplar is distributed in a
restricted zone in Northern India,
ICFRE  has successfully
introduced it in Vaishali district
of Bihar. The possibility of
replicating the same can be
explored in other parts of the
country,” he said.

The stakeholders meet
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offered a platform to all
concermed to discuss challenges
and opportunities of poplar
growing and utilisation in the
industries.

Director, FRI, Dr PP
Bhojvaid said that about 10 lakh
hectares were planted with poplar
in North India and it was a
species outside conventional
forests, which was helping to
bridge the gap between supply
and demand. This was an apt
opportunity for the farmers and
the industrialists to discuss their
problems and learn from each
other's experiences. He

emphasised that scientists from
FRI should take note of the
problems being faced by the
farmers and suggest solutions.
During the technical session,
scientists Dr YP Singh, Dr Shamila
Kalia of FRI and Dr Dhiman of
WIMCO spoke about nursery
diseases, and pest and
management of poplar. Dr JP
Chandra briefly explained the
introduction of poplar clones in
the India during the early seventies
by FRI. Dr AS.Dogra, retired
PCCE Punjab also presented his
views on cultivation of poplar in
Punjab during the meet. Dr Dinesh

Kumar  coordinated the
Stakeholder's Meet.

Dr Jonhs Acker from said
that composite wood of poplar
had many promising uses and
had great potential for using
minimum wood with maximum
output. Dr lan Mclvor explained
how poplar and willow trees
added economic value to the
farmers.

Also during the day, the 46th
meeting of the Executive
Committee of International
Poplar Commission was held at
FRIL

The term of the current

Executive Committee will end in
2012 with its 46th Executive
Committee in Dehradun. By the
end of this week a new Executive
Committee will be elected by the
heads of delegation of each IPC
member country among the
candidates nominated by the
National Poplar Commissions
(NPC) or their respective
governments. This year, out of
twelve member countries ten,
including India, participated in
the meeting. The formal session
of the IPC shall be inaugurated
by Chief Minister Vijay
Bahuguna on 30 October,
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By OUR STAFF REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 29 Oct: During the 24th
Session of the International Poplar Commission
being held at the Forest Research Institute, here,
a stall of the Prema Souvenir Shop has been
put up in the Mango Grove by the SHG and
New Forest Ladies’ Club. Representatives from
participating foreign countries also visited the
Prema Stall and made purchases.

They appreciated the efforts being made

to uplift the livelihood of forest tribals and Self
Help Groups of the poor. Atticles like wooden
jewellery, those made from bamboo, bhimal,
laptop bags, mobile covers, purses, bags,
baskets, cards made by fribals and artisans

~and SHGs from Chhaltisgarh, Rajasthan,

Orissa and Assam from forest based raw
material.

The Prerna Shop is an endeavour
between forest based industry, forest tribal

Garhwal Post
30th October, 2012

- groups and SHGs.
It offers a platform
for the handicrafts
of these groups and
promoting their
livelihood activities.
The stall was
visited by the
farmers and the
people attending
the IPC session
being held at FRI.
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'Prerna’ stall attracts buyers

TriBuNE NEWS SERVICE

DEeHRADUN, OCTOBER 29

The stall of “Prerna” sou-
venir shop run by a self-
help group and the New
Forest Ladies Club was put
up during the 24th session
of the International Poplar
Commission being held at
the Forest Research Insti-
tute here today.

Representatives from the
participatory foreign coun-
tries also visited the Prerna
stall and made purchases.
They appreciated the efforts
being done to uplift the
livelihood of forest tribals
and self-help groups.

The items like wooden
jewellery, articles made
from bamboo, bhimal, bas-
ket, Tharu tribes cards
made from by tribals and
artisans and SHGs from
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan,
Odisha and Assam from the

Foreigners at ‘Prerna’ stall put up at Forest Research Institute in Dehradun on Monday.

forest raw material were endeavour between the for- offers platform for the hood. The stall was visited
on display. est industry and forest trib-  handicrafts of these groups by farmers and people
The souvenir shop is an al groups and SHGs. It and promoting their liveli- attending the IPC session.
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A stakeholders’ meet as a
side event of the 24th ses-
sion of the International
Poplar Commission was
held at the convocation hall
of Forest Research Institute
here today.

Joris Van Acker from Bel-
gium and Ian Mclvor from
New Zealand in addition to
NGOs, representatives from
industries, State Forest
Department officers and
officials, poplar-growing
farmers from Nepal and
Indian states like Haryana
and Punjab attended the
meet. The scientists and
officers of FRI and ICFRE
along with Directors of
ICFRE institutes also par-
ticipated. VK Bahuguna,
Director General, ICFRE,
welcoming all the partici-
pants from far-off places
both national and interna-
tional, emphasised that for
the benefit of common peo-
ple the conservation of bio-
diversity was a must.

He said that methods had
to be devised to manage the
material  resource  to
increase livelihood.
Bahuguna said that as
poplar was distributed in a
restricted zone in Northern
India and ICFRE had suc-
cessfully introduced it in
Vaishali district of Bihar,

there was possibility of
replicating the same in other
parts of the country. The
stakeholders' meet offered a
platform to all concerned to
discuss on the issues, chal-
lenges and opportunities of
poplar growing and utilisa-
tion in the industries.
Speaking on the occasion,
Director, FRI, PP Bhojvaid,
said that about 10 lakh
hectares were planted with
poplar in North India and
poplar was a species outside
conventional forests, which
was helping to bridge the
gap between supply and
demand. This was an apt
opportunity for the farmers
and industrialists to discuss
their problems and learn
from each other's experi-
ences. He emphasised that
scientists from FRI should
take note of the problems
being faced by the farmers
and suggest their solutions
for taking up research in
newer areas in relation to
poplar and willows.
During the technical ses-
sion, scientists YP Singh,
Shamila Kalia from FRI and
Dhiman from WIMCO
elaborately presented on the
nursery diseases, and pest
and management of poplar.
JP Chandra, through the
lanes of memories, briefly
explained the introduction
of poplar clones in India
during early seventies by

SRR

“Improving Lives with
Poplars and WiHovys"
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A speaker during a stakeholders' meeting at Forest Research Institute in Dehradun on Monday.

FRI. He stressed that other
than fertiliser and other
inputs, land preparation was
equally important for grow-
ing poplar, while optimum
density plantation should be
raised to have an ideal yield.
Niki Plania Chaudhary pre-
sented the economic analy-
sis of poplar based agro
forestry system. Avtar Singh
also explained poplar-based
agro forestry system and
that it's  productivity
depended on the age of
the tree.

AS Dogra from Punjab
presented his views on cul-
tivation of poplar in Punjab
during the meet. Dinesh
Kumar, FRI, coordinated
the stakeholders' meet.

Jonhs Acker, in his pres-
entation, said that compos-
ite wood of poplar had
many promising uses and
had great potential for using
minimum wood with maxi-
mum output. Gajendra
Singh Rajput, representing
Yamuna Nagar plywood
industry, expressed that

there should be a separate
laboratory for research on
plywood industry and by
developing high-yield vari-
eties, the rotation of poplar
should be reduced and the
Central and state govern-
ment should relax tax on
poplar industry.

Jan Mclvor of New
Zealand explained how
poplar and willow trees
added economic value to
the farmers. Various doubts
during the question-answer
session were cleared, which

covered the subjects like
poplar disease, both fungal
and insects, and their
treatment.

Also, during the day, the
46th meeting of the execu-
tive committee of Interna-
tional Poplar Commission
was held at Forest Research
Institute, Dehradun. The
International Poplar Com-
mission (IPC) was a techni-
cal statutory body of the
Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the United
Nations (FAO) and its for-

mal sessions were held
every four years in different
regions of the world to
address topical issues and
demonstrate unique appli-
cations of poplar and willow
culture and management,
reflecting their social, cul-
tural, environmental and
economic significance.
The executive committee
is the driving force of the
International Poplar Com-
mission (IPC). The func-
tions of the International
Poplar Commission are to
study the scientific, techni-
cal, social and economic
aspects of poplar and wil-
low cultivation; to promote
the exchange of ideas and
material among research
workers, producers and
users; to arrange joint
research programmes; to
stimulate the organisation
of congresses and study
tours; and to report and
make recommendations to
national poplar commis-

sions and poplar
researchers, growers
and users.

The executive committee
facilitates the collection,
synthesis and dissemination
of information and knowl-
edge on poplars and wil-
lows through publications
and meetings. It gives it's
opinion on the candidacy of
countries offering to organ-
ise regular sessions every

four years and also gives it's
opinion to the Director-
General of FAO on all mat-
ters concerning poplar and
willow cultivation and tim-
ber use.

The executive committee
has 12 members from dif-
ferent countries elected in a
personal capacity for a four-
year term and meets during
each session of the IPC, and
at least once between full
sessions. The current chair-
man is Stefano Bisoffi from
Italy. The Forestry Depart-
ment of FAO hosts the per-
manent secretariat of the
IPC to provide administra-
tive support duties to the
commission and it's execu-
tive committee. After the
last meeting of the execu-
tive committee of Interna-
tional Poplar Commission
(IPC) in 2010 in Orvieto,
Italy, the 46th executive
committee of its executive
committee  was  held
here today. 1

The term of the current
executive committee will
end in 2012 with its 46th
executive committee in
Dehradun. By the end of
this week a new executive
committee will be elected
by the heads of delegations
of each IPC member-
country among the candi-
dates  nominated by
National Poplar Commis-
sions (NPC).






