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Governor lays stone of Foresters’ Memorial

Governor Aziz Qureshi lays the foundation stone of the Foresters’ Memorial at the Forest Research Institute in
Dehradun on Wednesday.

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DEeHRADUN, OCTOBER 3
Uttarakhand Governor Aziz
Qureshi today laid the foun-
dation stone of Foresters’
Viemorial near Brandis Road
the Forest Research Insti-

te, Dehradun.

{Dr Aziz Qureshi said the
miemorial would make all
resters proud and inspire all
of the entire forest and
ildlife wings of the country.
Govermor also announced
giving Rs1 lakh from the Gov-
emor's discretionary fund for

the memorial.
RS

Director General Indian
Council of Forestry Research
and Education V K Bahugu-
na said the foresters, the
unsung heroes, often endan-
gered and sacrificed their
lives for the security and
safety of forests and biodi-
versity. It had long been felt
that a memorial should be
created to commemorate the
sacrifices made by all those
foresters who had laid down
their lives for the cause of the
conservation of the forests
and wildlife of the country.

The memorial was being
housed on the historical For-

est Research Institute cam-
pus (New Forest campus),
which, besides having loca-
tional advantage and being
unique in the world, was vis-
ited by more than a lakh
tourists every year.

Later, the Governor also
attended a workshop where
he emphasised on providing
new technologies to farm-
ers, asserting that it would go
a long way in helping the
farming community.

He said it was the collective
responsibility to protect
forests which were the basis
of their lives. He said the

Forest Department should
not forget the interests of
farmers, NGOs and rural
communities. Technologies
developed must reach remote
areas too, he said.

Dr Syeda Hameed, mem-
ber of the Planning Com-
mission, said the 12th Five
Year Plan gave priority to
environment conservation
and peoples' participation
in conservation. Environ-
mentalist Dr Anil Joshi was
other prominent speaker at
the seminar that was par-
ticipated by foresters, farm-
ers and students.
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he Uttarakhand Governor

Dr Aziz Qureshi has
stressed on the need for forest
department staff to be given
more power to effectively fight
poachers and protect forests
and wildlife more effectively.
The governor said this while
addressing the gathering after
inaugurating a two-day work-
shop on ‘sustainable manage-
ment practices and livelihood
improvement opportunities at
the Forest Research Institute on
Wednesday.

Addressing the gathering,
Qureshi emphasised on the
need for conservation of med-
icinal herbs and aromatic
plants while also advocating the
need for empowering forest
staff to enable them to protect
the environmental wealth of
the nation efficiently. He point-
ed at the relation between
humans and forests which has
sustained humankind since
ancient times. The governor
also commended the FRI for
facilitating the conservation of
forests, medicinal herbs and
aromatic plants while also
enabling farmers and stake-
holders to earn more from
.agro-forestry and related enter-
prises.

Speaking on the occasion,
Planning Commission member

Pioneer, 4th October, 2012

Forest dept staff need more power to fight poachers: Guv

Dr Sayeeda Hamid appreciat-
ed the active part played by the
women of Uttarakhand in envi-
ronmental conservation. She
said that the 12th Five Year
Plan is also focused on facili-
tating public participation in all
sectors and incorporating the
output of various research
works.

The director general of
Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education
(ICFRE) Dr VK Bahuguna
informed the gathering about
the ways in which the tech-
niques developed by the FRI
and various centres under the
Council can be used for the wel-
fare of society and environment.
Planned efforts in this sector are
essential for facilitating consis-
tent management and devel-
opment of natural resources in
India, he added.

Proposing the vote of
thanks on the occasion, the FRT
director Dr PP Bhojvaid spoke
of the techniques developed by
the different divisions of the
institute which are being trans-
ferred free of cost to the target
public. Officials from various
departments in Uttarakhand,
members of the Joint Forest
Management committees man-
aging Panchayat forests, farm-
ers and representatives of
NGOs are among those attend-
ing the two-day workshop.

\ ; i ; . !
Foundation stone for Foresters’ Memorial unveiled

PNS ® DEHRADUN
he foundation stone of the
Foresters' Memorial was
unveiled by the Uttarakhand
Governor Dr Aziz Qureshi
near Brandis Road in the Forest
Research Institute campus on
| Wednesday in the presence of
the Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education direc-
tor general Dr VK Bahuguna.
The governor also
announced Rs one lakh from
the governor’s fund for the
development of this memori-
al. The Forest Services includ-
ing the Indian Forest Services,
State Forest Services and other
gazetted and -non-gazetted
subordinate services, have
played a noteworthy role in
conserving the forests of the
country, while ensuring goods

and services from forests to the

- people.

The forest of the country
play invaluable role in con-
tributing towards livelihood,
food and enetgy security of the
people, especially in rural and
forest fringe areas, besides ful-
filling a wide range of ecolog-
ical ~functions contributing

towards environmental securi-
ty and stability.

The Foresters Memorial
Committee was set up under
the chairmanship of the ICFRE
director general in the year
2004 and contribution has
been collected from the TFS
Association, SFS Association,

Governor Dr Aziz Qureshi unveils the foundation stone of the Foreslers' Memorial in the presence of Planning Commission

Range Officer Association, All
India Forest Officers’
Federation and subordinate
Association. So far, around Rs
13 lakh have been collected for
this memorial.

Over 1,432 forest service
staff have laid down their life in
India. Once the memorial is

mermber Sayeeda Hamid and IGFRE director-general VK Bahuguna

established, a Statewise list of
martys shall be displayed. The
m:gz)rial will be gon};t[ucted ‘
by the Engineering Cell of
Forest Research institute, |
Dehradun under the supervi- |
sion of an architect to be hired |
for this purpose and likely to be 1
completed in six months. {

Pioneer Photo
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The foundation stone of the Foresters’ Memorial being luid by
the Governor of Uttarakhand, Dr. Aziz Qureshi, in N-w Delhi






