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By OUR STAFF REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 4 May: Dr VK
Bahuguna, Director General, ICFRE
visited the Swedish Forest Agency
Office and Swedish University of
Agricultural Sciences (SLU) Upsala
in Sweden and Smithsonian
Conservation Biology Institute and
World Bank in Washington,
Colorado State University (SLU),
Fort Collins, University of California,
Berkeley in USA to oversee training
-facilities of ongoing MCT Phase-lll
and to see possibilities of bilateral
cooperation in the field of forestry
and forestry research, student and
faculty exchange programme,
capacity building, exploring
possibilities of assistance from
World Bank in the area of forestry
research.

Marcus Ohman, Senior
Administrative Officer of the
Ministry of Rural Affairs, Sweden
apprised the DG on the role and
structure of the Ministry and
challenges facing them on forestry
issues. Out of the total 41 million
hectares of its land area, Sweden
has 29 million hectares of forest.
The ratio of public and private
forest in Sweden is 27% and 73%.
Dr Monika Stridsman, Director
General, Swedish Forest Agency
and other officers during the
meeting gave a brief on the working
of the Agency and miajor changes
in the Swedish Forestry Sector and
forest energy issues. The DG also
explained the structure, mandate
and programmes of the ICFRE. The
DG, Swedish Forest Agency was of
the view that the ICFRE and SFA
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the form of a project.

Dr Lisa Sennerby, Vice
Chancellor and other officers of
SLU also desired to work on
bilateral collaboration in the area
of students and faculty exchange
programme and capacity building
of scientists. It was decided that the
SLU would initiate the action for
securing funds from SIDA for
prioritising cooperation subjects
and approaches.

In Washington, the DG made
avisit o Smithsonian Conservation
Biology Institute and World Bank
office. In the Smithsonian
Conservation Biology Institute, Dr
Mahendra Shrestha, Programme
Dlrectcr and h|s ofﬁcers s!ated that

Dehradun, 5 May, 2012 Dehr dun

lCFRE DG interacts w1th forestry experts on foreign tour

free. The Institute provides training
to various protected ‘- area
management personnel. There are
possibilities for cooperation on
capacity building and training
programme for the officers on
biodiversity issues.

Atameeting at the World Bank
office in Washington, Dr Gerhard
Dicterle, Forestry Advisor,
Agriculture and Rural Development,
World Bank apprised the DG on
assistance provided by the World
Bank to the various countries on
forestry and forestry research
projects. A presentation on Forest
Management in India, Challenges
and Opportunities was made by Dr
Bahuguna About A5 experts in

Dr Gerhard Dicterle, Forestry Advisor and other senior officers at the World Bank.

livelihood issues, climate change &
REDD+, Rural based landscape
approach and the capacity building.
Dr Gerhard Dicterle appreciated the
research work being done by the
ICFRE and desirectto visit the council
in the near future for discussion. He
impressed upon the need for the
World Bank to again contribute to
the development of the forest sector
in India.

In the Colorado State
University in Fort Collins, the Dean
of the University, Dr Joyce Berry
and his officers told the DG about

‘the works being done by them

especially in the PA Management,
Man Animal Conflict and Eco-
tDunsm areas. Dr Joyce Berry

Students exchange programme.
The Rocky Mountain National Park
was also visited.

Bill Stewart, Forestry
Specialist, Department of
Environment Science, Policy and
Management, University of
California explained the works
being carried out by their
Department, especially on forest
fires. The DG wanted to know from
Bill Stewart, if the scientists of ICFRE.
could be deputed to the University
for exposure on the research work
and the capacity building on forest
fires issues. Their main focus -was
research on forest fires while the
fraining programme was carried out
by another independent wing of the
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ICFRE to facilitate
bilateral collaboration
on capacity-building

PNS W DEHRADUN

he Indian Council of

Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE) is likely to
undertake capacity building,
research and development
works with the cooperation of
Swedish Forest Agency,
Swedish  University of
Agricultural Science (SLU),
Smithsonian Conservation
Biology Institute, World Bank,
Colorado State University, Fort
Collins and University of
California, Berkeley. The
ICFRE director general VK
Bahuguna said this after
returning to Dehradun from a
tour of various institutions in
Sweden and USA along with
ICFRE deputy director gener-
al (Education) Omkar Singh.

Marcus Ohman, .senior
administrative officer at the
Swedish Ministry for Rural
Affairs informed Bahuguna
about the forestry related chal-
lenges in Sweden which com=
prises 29 million hectares of
forest area.

The director general,
Swedish Forest Agency,
Monika Stridsman, and other
SFA officers spoke on major

changes in the Swedish forestry”

sector and forest energy issues.
After Bahuguna explained
the structure, mandate and

programmes of the ICFRE,’

Stridsman was of the view that
the agency and council could
work jointly on a project of cre-
ating a demonstration forest to
increase the productivity of
Indian forests.

SLU vice-chancellor Lisa
Sennerby Forsse also expressed
willingness to work on bilater-
al cooperation in the area of stu-
dents and faculty exchange
programmes and capacity
building of scientists and offi-
cers. It was decided that the SLU
will initiate action for securing

SLU WILL INITIATE
ACTION FOR SECURING
FUNDS FROM
THE SWEDISH
INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION AGENCY
(SIDA) FOR
PRIORITISING THE
AREA AND APPROACH
OF COOPERATION

funds from the Swedish
International Development
Cooperation Agency (SIDA)
for prioritising the area and
approach of cooperation.

In Washington, USA, the
ICFRE DG visited the
Smithsonian Conservation
Biology Institute and World
Bank office. In the SCBI, pro-
gramme director Mahendra
Shrestha and other officials
informed him that the institute
provides training to various
protected area management
personnel.

The institute could coop-
erate with the council on capac-
ity building and training pro-
grammes for officers and
researchers on biodiversity
issues. At the World Bank
office, forestry advisor,
Agriculture and Rural
Development, Gerhard Dieterle
informed the Indian officers
about assistance provided by
the World Bank to various
countries for forestry ardd
forestry research projects.

Livelihood issues, climate
change and Reducing
Emissions from Deforestation
and Forest Degradation plus
(REDD+), rural based land-
scape approach and capacity
building were discussed during
the meeting which was attend-
ed by about 15 experts.
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