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Director-General of the Indi-
an Council of Forestry
Research and Education
(ICFRE) AK Bansal has
favoured the orientation of
the scientific fraternity with-
in the ICFRE institutions in
order to achieve the goal of
“science for people”.

In an interaction with The
Tribune, Bansal, who yester-
day attended his first public
workshop at the Forest
Research Institute (FRI),
Dehradun, since he assumed
office, said he had a firm
belief that the research must
reach to people. “Apart from

being a leader in research, we
must ensure that the
researches reach people and
benefit them. Science must
contribute to the wellbeing of
people and the scientific
processes must reach them.
And for this, the orientation
of the scientific fraternity
was promptly needed,”
Bansal said. He said the
stakeholders had an impor-
tant role to play in the dis-
semination of researches.
He said the ICFRE was
now contemplating making
its eight institutions theme
based. He was focusing to
ensure that there was no
overlapping of researches
and duplicity was checked.
“There should be synergy as

overlapping leads to loss of
both time and energy and
also affects the efficiency,”
Bansal said.

Welcoming the delibera-
tions of wood science at the
FRI, he suggested frequent
staging of such interactions,
as such an interaction pro-
vided the most ideal plat-
form for scientists, industry
and other stakeholders to
deliberate on the pertinent
wood science issues. He said
in the present-day context, a
wood use policy was needed
urgently in the country.
Moreover, the demand for
wood was growing fast.

Referring to the Green
India Mission, which recent-
ly got the nod from the Prime
Minister, Bansal said the task
was certainly challenging,
but added that the ICFRE
institutions were well pre-
pared to contribute their bit
to this mega project.

Responding to a query, he
ruled out any shortage of sci-
entists at the ICFRE institu-
tions. “The vacancies are
getting filled gradually and
there is no drastic shortage of
scientists as of now,” he said.

On the climate change
issue, Bansal said the coun-
cil had played a prominent
role in a debate on forest
climate about reducing
emissions from deforesta-
tion, and had successfully
influenced international
negotiations with its rea-
sonable, scientific and equi-

table stand in favour of for-
est conservation. /




