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Experts seek nationdl
‘policy on wood use
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With the requirement for
wood in the country on the
increase and an equally
fast-expanding wood
industry, the nation needs
an appropriate national
wood-use policy.

As very few trees in the
wild are being felled and the
requirement for wood being
primarily fulfilled through
agro-forestry and imports, a
wood-use policy could show
the way forward.

Representatives of over
50 organisations, including
wood-based  industries,
universities and research
and development laborato-
ties, today gathered at the
Forest Research Institute
(FRI) here to suggest a
road map for the nation’s
wood-use policy.

Presiding over the delib-

\tions, AK Bansal, Direc-
General, Indian Council
Torestry Research and

Education (ICFRE), said
building consensus towards
the evolution of a national
wood-use policy was the
need of the hour, particu-
larly when the requirement
for wood is on the rise.

“Wood and wood com-
posites are more environ-
ment friendly materials
compared to their alterna-
tives as their production
taps the enmergy from the
sun and sequesters carbon
from the atmosphere. Thus,
these have negative carbon
footprints,” Bansal said.

He said even though
research on wood had
made significant progress,
its benefits had not trickled
down to the people due to
the rather slow absorption
of technologies by the pro-
cessing industries.

Bansal said while the chal-
lenge before wood science
was to develop appropriate
technologies  including
improved sawing, seasoning
and preservative treatment,

research in the area of tree
improvement was also
required for producing better
quality of raw material.

SS Negi, Director, FRI,
said as there was no substi-
tute to wood due to its car-
bon-sequestering quality, a
national policy was needed
to prolong its life, apart
from ensuring less wastage.

A policy would also
define the usage of appro-
priate quality wood at an
appropriate place. He said
the very basis of a wood
policy was to ensure the
optimum use of the avail-
able wood.

Dr Vimal Kothiyal, Head
of the forest products divi-
sion at the FRI, said wood
utilisation research
required a fresh-look in a
rapidly changing environ-
ment, surging demand and
depleting resources.

He said wood science
research encompasses both
wood and non-wood mate-
rials and the term ‘cellu-

Wood is more eco-

‘ friendly than its
alternatives as ifs

production faps the energy
from the sun and

sequesters carbon from the

atmosphere. Thus, it has a

negafive carbon footprint

- AK Bansal, Director-
General, ICFRE

losic’ products was more
apt than limiting ome’s
domain to just wood and
wood products.
Wood-based research and
development institutions
need to provide backup sup-
port to related industries.
“Forest products research
has witnessed a huge
change and the FRI’s 100-
year-old history is a testi-
mony to the fact,” he said.





