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By OUR STAFF REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 17 Jun: The Indian

Council of Forestry Research and *

Education organised a one-day
Seminar on ‘Drought and Water
Scarcity’ here, today, on the occasion of
the World Day to Combat
Desertification under Sustainable Land
Ecosystem Management Project. The
theme of the 2013 Wond Day to Combat
Deserification was ‘Droughtand Water
Scarcity'.

The World Day to Combat
Desertification has been observed since
1995 to promote public awareness
relating to intemational cooperation to
combat desertification and the effects of
drought, and the implementation of the
United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD). This year's
slogan, “Don't let our future dry up”,
calls for everyone to take action to
promote preparedness and resilience to
water scarcity, desertification and
drought. The slogan embodies the
‘message that all are responsible for water
and land conservation and sustainable
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use, and that there are solutions to these
serious natural resource challenges.
OmkarSingh, Dy Director General
(Education), ICFRE chaired the sessions.
He stressed the importance of
sustainable water conservation for future
generations. He thanked all the speakers
for sharing their valuable experiences.
Saibal Dasgupta, DDG (Extension),
mentioned the importance of freshwater.
He mentioned that fresh water is
represented by about 2.5% of the total

water available on earth, out of which,

less than 1% is used to support the
ecosystem and human beings. Today,
water scarcity was amajor problem and
one of the major factors behind the
scarcity was its unwise use. He
emphasised that the problem related to
fresh water availability would be greater
in coming years due to climate change
and overexploitation. It was high time
to develop strategies that freed people
from stochastic catastrophe. Further, he

stressed that people ought to be aware
of the threats, and the deliberations
during the seminar would help in this
process.

Dr PP Bhojvaid, Director, Forest
Research Institute, spoke about the role
of forests in water conservation. He
mentioned that natural forests ought to
be maintained for the ecological security
of the nation.

Neena Grewal, Additional
Director, Uttarakhand Watershed

& Water Scarcity at ICFRE

Management Directorate, highlighted
the important activities conducted by
her organisation under the GEF funded
projecton Sustainable Land, Water and
Biodiversity Conservation and
Managementfor Improved Livelihoods
in Uttarakhand Watershed Sector.

Prof SP Singh, Chair of
Excellence, FRI Deemed University
presented and discussed the present
status of stress on water reserves in the
Himalayan ecosystem. Two flyers, titled
‘Rain water .Harvesting and
Augmentation of Water Resources for
Sustainable Land and Ecosystem
Management’ and ‘Rejuvenation of
Gharats (Water mills) for Sustainable
Land and Ecosystem Management in
Uttarakhand’ were released during the
seminar.

The vote of thanks was proposed
by Dr TP Singh, Project Director, SLEM.
All ADGs, Divisional Heads of FRI,
scientists from ICFRE, Dean, FRI
(Deemed University) and Group
Coordinator (Research), FRI, efc.,
attended the seminar,
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Seminar on Drought and Water Scarcity on

World Day to Combat Desertlf catwn at ICFRE

DEHRADUN,
JUNE 17 (HTNS)
Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education,
‘organized a one-day semi-
nar on ‘Drought and Wa-
ter Scarcity’ on the occa-
sion of the World Day to
Combat Desertification
_under Sustainable Land
'Ecosystem Management,

“here today.
* The World Day to Com-
‘bat Desertification has
_been observed since 1995
"to promote public aware-
ness relating to interna-
tional cooperation to com-
bat desertification, and the
effects of drought, and the
'implementation of the
‘United Nations Conventiort
to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD).
This year’s slogan “Don’t
“let our future dry up”, calls
for everyone to take action
to promote preparedness,
and resilience to water scar-
city, desértification and
drought. The slogan em-
Eodles the message that all
are responsible for water
and land conservation, and
“sustainable use, and that
there are solutions to these
‘serious natural resource
“¢hallenges.
#' Omkar Singh, Dy. Director
General (Education), ICFRE
‘chaired the sessions. He
“stressed the importance of
‘sustainable water conser-

vation for future genera-
tions.
Saibal Dasgupta, DDG
(Extension), mentioned the
importance of freshwater.
He mentioned that the
fresh water is represented
by about 2.5% of the total
water available on earth,
and out of which, less than
1% is used to support eco-
system and humans.
Today water scarcity is a
major problem, which hu-
man beings are facing and
onie of the major factors be-
hind the scarcity is unwise
use of water. He empha-
sized that the problem re-
lated to fresh water avail-
ability will be more in com-
ing years due to climate
change and over exploita-
tion, and it is high time to

develop strategies to make
our peoples free from sto-
chastic catastrophe.

Dr PP Bhojvaid, Director,
Forest Research Institute
mentioned about the role of
forests in water conserva-
tion. He mentioned that
natural forests should be

maintained for the ecologi-

cal security of nation.
Neena Grewal, Addl. Di-

rector, Uttarakhand Water-

shed Management Direc-

_torate; highlighted. the im-

" portant activities con-
- ducted by their Directorate

under GEF funded project

on Sustainable Land, Wa-
ter and Biodiversity Con-
servation and Management
for Improved Livelihoods
in Uttarakhand Watershed
Sector. Prof S P Singh, Chair

of Excellence, FRI Deemed
University presented and
discussed present status of
water reserves in Himalayan
ecosystem. Two Flyers titled
‘Rain water Harvesting and
Augmentation of Water Re-
sources for Sustainable
Land and Ecosystem Man-
agement’ and Rejuvenation
of Gharats (Water mills) for
Sustainable Land and Eco-
system Management in
Uttarakhand’ were released
during the geminar. Dr T P
Singh, Project Director,
SLEM delivered vote of
thanks. All ADGs, All Divi-
sional Heads of FRI, scien-
tists from ICFRE, Dean, FRI
(Deemed University) and
Group Coordinator (Re-
search), FRI attended the
seminar.
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g

here is need for facilitat-

ing sustainable water con-
servation for future genera-
tions, said the deputy direc-
tor general (Education) of
i the Indian Council of
 Forestry .Research and
Education (ICFRE), Omkar

scar orpnis_ed to mark
World Day to Combat
Desertification under
Sustainable Land Ecosystem
Mnn t Project.
DDG (Extension)
Snibal Dasgupta spoke on the
importance of freshwater
which comprises about 2.5 per
cent of the total water available
on earth and out of which less
than 1 percent is used to sup-
port ecosystem and humans.
Today water scarcity is a
major problem which human
ben:\g: are facing and one of
factors belnnf d the
s ‘is unwise use of water.
Hew that the prob-
| lem related to fresh water
avaihi&!; will increase in
coming years due to climate .

change, over-exploitation and
it is high time to develop

strategies to make people free
from

Forest Research Institute
director Dr PP Bhojvaid spoke
on the role of forests in water
conservation, stressing on the

nwdfurm:ningmtural
forests for secu-

rity of nation. air of
Excellence, FRI Deemed
University, Prof SP Singh

spuhnpa:mmof
stress on water reserves in

Himalayan ecosystem.
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DEHRADUN, JUNE 17

The Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Edu-
cation (ICFRE), Dehradun,
organised a one-day semi-
nar on ‘Drought and Water
Scarcity' on the occasion of
World Day to Combat
Desertification under Sus-
tainable Land Ecosystem
Management Project here
today. The theme of day this
year was ‘Drought and
Water Scarcity’.

Omkar Singh, Deputy
Director General (Educa-
tion), ICFRE, chaired the
sessions. He stressed on the
importance of sustainable
water conservation for future
generations. He thanked all
speakers for sharing their
valuable experiences. Saibal
Dasgupta, Deputy Director

The Tribune, Chandigarh, 18 June, 2013
Need to conserve water to tide over shortage: Experts

General (Extension), men-
tioned the importance of
freshwater. He said, “Fresh
water is about 2.5 per cent of
the total water available on
earth and out of which less
than 1 per cent is used to sup-
port the ecosystem and
human life. Today, water
scarcity is a major problem
being faced by human
beings. One of the major fac-
tors behind the scarcity is
unwise use of water.”

Dasgupta said, “The short-
age of fresh water will
increase in the coming years
due to climate change and
its overexploitation. It is
high time that strategies are
developed to make our peo-
ples free from stochastic
catastrophe.

He added that the people
must be aware of the threat
and the deliberations during

A souvenir being released on World Day to Combat
Desertification at a function held at the Forest
Research Institute in Dehradun on Monday.

the seminar would help in
bringing greater awareness
among the people.

Dr PP Bhojvaid, Director,
Forest Research Institute

(FRI), spoke about the role of
forests in water conservation.
He said natural forests should
be maintained for the ecolog-
ical security of the nation.

Neena Grewal, Additional
Director, Uttarakhand Water-
shed Management Direc-
torate, highlighted important
activities conducted by the
directorate under a GEF-
funded project on sustain-
able land, water and biodi-
versity conservation and
management for improved
livelihoods in the Uttarak-
hand watershed sector.

Prof SP Singh, Chair of
Excellence, FRI Deemed
University, discussed the
present status of stress on
water reserves in the
Himalayan ecosystem. Two
flyers titled “Rainwater Har-
vesting and Augmentation of
‘Water Resources for Sustain-
able Land and Ecosystem
Management” and “Rejuve-
nation of Gharats (Water
mills) for Sustainable Land
and Ecosystem Management

in  Uttarakhand”  were
released during the seminar.

World Day to Combat
Desertification is being
observed since 1995 to pro-
mote public awareness relat-
ing to international coopera-
tion to combat desertification
and the effects of drought
and the implementation of
the United Nations Conven-
tion to Combat Desertifica-
tion (UNCCD).

This year’s slogan “Don’t
let our future dry up” calls
for everyone to take action to
promote preparedness and
resilience to water scarcity,
desertification and drought.
The slogan embodies the
message that all are respon-
sible for water and land con-
servation and sustainable use
and that there are solutions
to these serious natural
resource challenges.
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