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The two-day national meeting on the
Joint Forest Management pro-
gramme organised by the Indian
Council of Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE) concluded with
various important recommendations
being made to further increase public
participation and to enhance work
with the use of latest technology. It was
decided that the Central Government
instructions on constituting the JEM
committees by the Gram Sabhas should
be followed. Concurrently, the
Panchayat Act shall be amended in each
State to recognise the JEM committees.

On the concluding day of the two-
day meet of Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests from all States, the partici-
pants agreed to adopt the JEM charter.
It was decided that the legal back up to
the JEM committees should be given by
the States, while the Acts and rules
implemented in States including
Uttarakhand and Karnataka may be
adopted as models. It was also felt that
due to special feature of JFM as a joint
management framework there should
be a separate JEM chapter within the
State Forest Act. The ICFRE will collect
State notifications, legal enactments,
proposed acts and resolutions provid-
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DG (Forests) PJ Dilip Kumar, ADG Forests AK Bansal, ICFRE DG VK Bahuguna and FRI director SS Negi
at the conclusion of the national meet on JFM in Dehradun on Tuesday:

ing legal backup to the JEM committees
within 30 days.

The council will also compile the sta-
tus report of JEM as per the programme
circulated by the DG Forests, PJ Dilip
Kumar and ICFRE DG, Dr VK
Bahuguna to the states separately and
publish it as a JEM update for wider pub-
lic circulation and publicity. It will also
conduct the impact assessment of JFM
on the health of forests and biodiversity
along with the economic and social sta-
tus of the people to strengthen JEM pro-
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grammes in addition to which research
will also be conducted to develop tech-
nological packages for the programme.
State forest departments should consti-
tute a team of officers and others head-
ed by nodal officer of JEM to conduct the
performance audit of the JEM commit-
tees, the status of implementation of
micro plan and the utilisation of village
funds, and suggest recommendations for
further strengthening and improvement
of the programme. NGOs, academicians,
and other civil society members may be

forest management ends

associated with this team.

Earlier, inaugurating the meeting on
Monday, DG, Forests and Special
Secretary; Ministry of Environment and
Forests, PJ Dilip Kumar stressed on the
need for formulation of a common
stratergy for strengthening the JEM pro-
gramme in view of the swiftly changin,
forestry scenario in the nation. He sai
that though substantial progress has been
achieved by forest department in differ-
ent states and JFM programme has
transformed the lives of the community
in many cases, the department has failed
to showcase the achievements. Kumar
also stressed on the need for improve-
ment in media management and effec-
tive use of information technology and
other technologies and new technologies
in forest management. The ADG Forests,
AK Bansal exhorted the officials to
carry out a thorough monitoring of the
programme ‘to present a real picture.
Success and failures should be recorded
without bias and appropriate lessons
should be learnt, to make the pro-
gramme more efficient. The ICFRE DG
Dr VK Bahuguna said that the need for
working with people and strengthening
JEM has increased since implementation
of the Forest Rights Act. FRI Director Dr
§S Negi, IGNFA director Dr RD Jakati
also addressed the gathering.
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A two-day meeting of Prin-
cipal Chief ‘Conservators
of Forests of different
states concluded today with
the participating states
agreeing to adopt the joint
forest management (JEM)
charter.

Giving information on the
decisions, Director-Gener-
al, Indian Council of
Forestry Research and
Education, VK Bahuguna
said it was resolved that
the Central Government
instructions on constitut-
ing JEM committees by the
gram sabhas should be
strictly followed. Concur-
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States to adopt joint forest
management charter

rently, it was suggested that
the Panchayat Act should
be amended in each state to
recognise the JFM com-
mittees.

It was decided that legal
back-up to the JFM com-
mittees should be given by
the states.

The acts and rules of
states such as UP, Karnata-
ka and Uttarakhand may be
adopted as models. It was
also felt that due to the spe-
cial feature of JFM as a
joint management frame-
work there should be a sep-
arate JEM chapter within
the state Forest Act. 4

Further, the ICFRE
should within a period of
30 days collect details of

state notifications, enact-
ments, proposed acts and
resolutions providing legal
back-up to the JFM
committees.

The ICFRE would com-
pile the status report of the
JEM as per the programme
circulated by the DG,
Forests, PJ Dilip Kumar to
the states separately and
publish it as a JEM update
for wider public circula-
tion.

“In order to strengthen
the JEM programmes the
ICFRE will conduct an
impact assessment of the
JFM on the health of
forests and biodiversity and
the economic and social
status of people. The

ICFRE will also conduct
research as needed to
develop technological
packages for the JFM pro-
gramme”, Bahuguna said.

Each state Forest Depart-
ment should constitute a
team of officers and others
headed by the nodal officer
of the JFM to conduct a
performance audit of the
JEM committees, the status
of implementation of the
micro plan and the utilisa-
tion of village funds, and
suggest recommendations
for further strengthening
and improving the pro-
gramme. NGOs, academi-
cians and members of soci-
ety may be associated with
this team.
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DEHRADUN: Panchayat Act shall
be amended in each state to
recognise joint forest manage-
ment (JEM) committees, says a
charter adopted in a meeting on
JFM in state capital on Tuesday:
The two-day meeting conclud-
ed at Indian Council of Forestry
Research Education (ICFRE).

According to the charter, the
meeting resolved that central
government instructions on
constituting JEM committees
by gram sabhas should be fol-
lowed strictly. Panchayat Act
would accordingly be amend-
ed to recognise JEM commit-
tees. :

Further, it was decided that
there should be legal back up
provided to JFM committees.
Legal support to JEM commit-

ded

tees is provided in states like
Uttar Pradesh and Karnataka.

It was concluded that ICFRE
would collect state notifications,
legal enactments, proposed acts
and resolutions within 2 month
providing legal support to JEM
committees. It would be respon-
sibility of ICFRE to conduct
impact assessment of JFM on
health of forests and its biodi-
versity and economic and social
status of people.

It was also decided that each
forest department should con-
stitute a team of officers to audit
JFM committees. Present on the
occasion were PJ Dilip Kumar
director general forests and
special secretary, ministry of
environment and forest, gov-
ernment, of India, along with VK
Nahu-guna, director general
ICFRE and SS Negi, director
FRL
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DEHRADUN, 28 Jun: The two -

day meeting of PCCFs of various
states, which was concluded today,
had all the participating states
agreeing to adopt the JFM charter.

The charter has the following
decisions of far reaching
consequences. It was resolved that
the Central Government
instructions on constituting the JFM
committees by the Gram Sabhas
ought to be followed. Concutrently,
the Panchayat Act ought to be
amended in each of the states to
recognise the JFM Committees.
Legal back up to the JFM
committees ought be given by the
states. The acts & rules of states such
as UP, Karnataka, Uttarakhand
could be adopted as models. It was
also felt that due to the special
feature of JFM -as a joint
management framework, there
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ought to be a separate JFM chapter
withing the State Forest Act.
The ICFRE, within a period

“of 30 days, shall collect state

notifications, legal enactments,

BN

proposed acts, resolutions, etc.,
providing legal backup to the JFM
committees. It shall compilethe
status report of JFM as per the
programme circulated by the DG

Forests, Dr PJ Dilip Kumar, and
DG, ICFRE, Dr VK Bahuguna, to
the states separately and publish

it as a JFM update for wider public -

circulation and publicity.

In order to strengthen the
JFM programmes, the ICFRE will

.conduct the impact assessment

of JFM on the health of forests
and their biodiversity and the
economic and social status of
people. ICFRE will also conduct
research as needed to develop
technological packages for the
JFM. Each state forest
department would constitute a
team of officers and others
headed by the nodal officer of
JFM to conduct the performance.
audit of the JFM committees, the
status of implementation of micro
plan and the utilisation of village
funds, - and suggest
recommendations for further
strengthening and improvement
of the programme. NGOs,
academicians, and other civil

-~ society members could be

associated with this team.
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States agree to adopt JFM charter

“Dehradun,

“June 28 (HTNS)
. The two days meeting of
' PCCF’s pfdifferent states,
- which was held on June 27,
| 28/concluded with all the
partlcipahng states agree-
ing to'adopt the JFM char-
ter The charter has the fol-
lowing decisions of far
reaching consequences

here today.

. It ‘was resolved that the
antral Government in-

| strjictions on constltutmg.

the JEM committees by the
Gram Sabhas should be fol-
lowed. Concurrently, the
Panchaym Act shall be
amended in each of the

~ states to recognize the JFM
Carimittees.

It ‘was“also decided that
thé legal back up to the JFM
committees should be given
by, thestates. The Acts and
- Rules of States such as UP,
Karnataka, Uttarakhand
may be ‘adopted as models.
It was.also felt that due to
special feature of JFM as a
- joint:management frame-
work there should be a sepa-

rate JEM chapter withr-the

Stafe Forést Act,

;within a period of
3 days shall collect State
notlf ications, Legal ‘enact-
ments, proposed acts, reso-
lutions, etc. providing legal
b: 0 the JFM commiit-
tees, [CFRE shall compile
the status report of JFM as
per'the programme circu-
lated by the DG Forests, Dr.
P.J.Dilip Kumar and DG,

ICFRE, Dr. VK Bahugunato
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It WAS RESOLVED THAT
THE CENTRAL GOVERN-
MENT INSTRUCTIONS ON
CONSTITUTING THE JFM
COMMITTEES BY THE
GRAM SABHAS SHOULD
BE FOLLOWED. CONCUR-
RENTLY, THE PANCHAYAT
ACT SHALL BE AMENDED
IN EACH OF THE STATES

' TO RECOGNIZE THE JFM

COMMITTEES,

__
. the States separately and

publish it as'a JEM update
for a wider public circula- |
‘tion and publicity.

In order to strengthen the

..JEM programmes the

ICFRE will conduct the im-
pact assessment of JEM on
the health of forests and-its
biodiversity and the eco-
nomic and sacial status of
people. ICFRE will also

.. conduct research as
~ needed to-develop techno-

logical packages for the
JFM. Each State Forest De-
partment should constitute
a team of officers and oth-

- ers headed by nodal officer

of JEM to conduct the per-
formance audit of the JFM
committees, the status of
implementation of micro

1 - plan and the utilization of °

village funds, and suggest
recommendations for further

' strengthening and improve-

ment of the programme.
NGOs, academicians,-and
other civil society members
may be associated in this
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