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W Staff Reporter

~ of ongoing projects and activities at

- Tropical Forest Regearch Institute

- (TFRI) Jabalpur,
- Director General
. of Forest Researc

(ICFRE), inspecte
wise on Tuesday.
his visit, Dr Bah
research projects and works being
carried out in Genetic Division. He
was accorded warmwelcome by Dr

V K Bahuguna,
Indian Council
and Education
TFRI division-
second day of
una monitored

of TFRI. While taking stock of
progress in the field of genetics at
the laboratory, Dr Yogeshwar
Mishra, scientists of the institute
presented detailed report to Dr
Bahuguna. Dr Mishra informed that
with combined studies, efforts are
being made towards developing
genetically strong specles -

The genetic "unit is working
towards collection of fine genes for
large scale and sustainable planta-
tion. He informed that recently,
Chhattisgarh State Forest Department

Dr Bahuguna monitors research

pro;ects works in Genetic Division

Dr V K Bahuguna, DG ICFRE, taking detailed stock of Genetic
Division.

awarded consultancy for monitor-
ing and evaluation of colossal works
done under their CAMPA pro-
gramme. Providing detailed
progress, Dr Mishra added that under
the project, storing of seeds has to
be done from three agro zones of
Chhattisgarh and further with stud-
ies genetically strong new seeds are
to be prepared.

Satisfied with the work being con-
ducted, Dr Bahuguna appreciated ini-
tiatives taken as re-cloning of seeds
is not an easy task. He added that
efforts should be made towards con-
servation of such genetically strong
seeds. He added that with conser-
vations, field testing of these seeds
and plantations should also be tak-
en up. Dr Bahuguna added that
efforts should be made towards max-

"imum use of funds through CAM-

PA. (Contd on page 4)
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Dr Bahuguna chalks out map for TFRI’s devpt

k- Staﬂ Reporter

,WITH an aim

for research its “extensions and
review progress.of Tropical Forest
Research Institute (TFRI), Jabalpur,
Dr V K Bahuguna is on a four-day
visit to Jabalpur and Chhindwara.
On arrival of Dr Bahuguna to
Jabalpur, he was extended a warm
welcome by Dr U Prakasham,
- Director TFRI, on Monday.
Starting with the visit, Dr
_ Bahuguna chaired the review meet-
ing of the institute, wherein heads
of all the divisions, scientists and
associated representative bodies were
present. He also paid visits to the
TFRI plantations, villages and took
progress reports on ongoing research
projects of field.

In the first half of the programme,
speaking at the introductory meet-
ing, Dr Prakasham presented detailed
review report of TFRI in which he
stated that TFRI is playing its sci-
entific advisory role to Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra
and Orissa. These states repose a
great confidence in the institute and

to chalk out road map

Panel of officers during the méeting at TFRI.

have provided several consultancy
works. Recently, Chhattisgarh State
Forest Department was awarded con-
sultancy for monitoring, evaluation
of the colossal works done under
their CAMPA programme. The insti-
tute monitors and valuable the work
done under Additional Centre
Assistance component and National
Afforestation Programme and its

impact assessment in six forest divi-
sions in Bundelkhand special pack-
age. In the past TFRI has already
signed MoU with the Chhattisgarh
State Forest Department for sur-
veillance of sal borer.

He added that TFRI-led
Achanakmar Amarkantak Biosphere
Reserve has been included in World

Network of Biosphere Reserve by

UNESCO’s MAB has brought appre-
ciation for the institute.
‘Addressmg the officers as the
’ speaker, Dr Bahuguna stat-
ed that as Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education is going to
complete 25 years, now it is time to -
give new directions to its research
agenda. Briefing about the growth
of forestry research, education and
extension in the country and the cat-
alytic role played by ICFRE, Dr
Bahuguna stated about various
aspects of prime concern.

He informed that ICFRE has iden-
tified six thrust areas for research-
es which include 1} managing for-
est and forest produce for livelihood
support and economic growth, 2}
biodiversity conservation and eco-
logical security, 3} forests and cli-
mate change, 4} forest genetic
resource management and tree
improvement, 5} forestry education
and policy research to meet emerg-
ing challenges and 6} forestry exten-
sion for taking research to people.

Dr Bahuguna stated that to co-
ordinate and monitor research themes

(Contd on page 4)
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Mining

threatehs elwironment,

ecology in MP: Dr V K Bahuguna

=3 Staﬂvlleporter

“THE ecology and environment in

Madhya Pradesh, Orissa and
Maharashtra are facing biggest
threat by mining, which needs
mandatory rules and regulations for
reclamation,” expressed Dr V K

- Bahuguna, Director General of
Indian Council of Forest Research
and Education (ICFRE), and
Chancellor FRI Deemed University,
addressing the media at Jabalpur
on Monday.

Dr Bahuguna is on visit to
Tropical Forest Research Institute
(TFRI) Jabalpur, which is among
seven other regional institutes of

ICFRE in India. During his four-
day visit till August 3, he would
also be visiting the sub-institute sit-
uated in Chhindwara. |

Dr Bahuguna identifying the

major trust areas for TFRI with a
sharp and clear vision said, “There
is immediate need to set up ‘Centre
for Eco Restoration in Mined
Areas,” which can work out for recla-
mation of land- with scientific
approach. This centre would have
multi disciplinary forums under
Ecology Division of the institute to
resolve challenges in combined
manner from all three states falling

1

DG ICFRE Dr V K Bahuguna addressing the media.

under the preview of TFRI.”

Expressing his serious concern
towards acute damage being made
to forests and environment, he
added, “Especially, threat to envi-
ronment is huge, where minor min-
ing is practiced more. Pressure on
forests is huge. Due to no rules and
regulations imposed for these minor
mines, environment and tribal peo-
ple are suffering a lot. These issues
need sensitivity so that the process
of balancing the nature is paid due
focus.”

According to him, the plight of
India is that its fertile agricultural
land is being diverted.

There is immediate need to stop
diversion of fertile agricultural land.
Hence, diversions should be allowed
only after fine studies, which can
ensure that good lands are saved.

Other core areas to be consid-
ered include extension of schemes
under Direct to Consumer. The
TFRI is to co-ordinate a pilot proj-
ect to further strengthen means of
livelihood for tribal people by cul-

tivation of lac, tussar and other
NTFPs. He also added details about
the need for fundamental research-
es and their extensions in TFRI.

He also added directions to co-
ordinate researches through CAM-
PA so that extension can be bene-
fited to tribal people, forest dwellers
and villagers. .

Informing about the major leaps
being taken under ICFRE for
enhanced forestry and management
of resources, Dr Bahuguna said
now researches are being taken up
in form of network. Thus, more of
All India co-ordinated projects will
come up with specific focus to peo-
ple and their livelihood.

Dr Bahuguna highlighted that in
acountry like India, the major affect
of climate change is going to be on
agricultural productivity and hence,
there is need for proper attention
from the part of government so that
industries are promoted, invest-
ment for sustained development and
economy is given due significance.

Sadly, India in terms of its rich
forest cover has very less research
work on forests.

There is need to increase num-
ber of forest institutes, number of |
scientists, foresters and promotion

(Contd on page 4)-
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B By Jayabharti Sarathe

APTLY called the Resour‘
Manager of Indian
Forest, Dr V K
Bahuguna, Director
General, Indian
“Council of Forestry
Research and
Education (ICFRE),
Dehradun, eminent
forester and the only'
Indian to have
received the presti- [
gious Queen’s Award i

for Forestry from
Commonwealth
Forestry Association,
UK, hasa strong mis-

EXCLUSIVE
INTERVIEW

enges in

forestxy and envi-
| ronment, the ICFRE
now needs extension
in terms of its insti-
tutes and work force.
g Having travelled
cross the globe and

eing eminent mem-
of more then 60
national and interna-
tional forestry and
environment com-
mittees, Dr
Bahuguna nodded,
“Unlike the situa-

sion for India and its tions in other coun-
forests is now busy tries, Indian people-
with  his efforts Dr V K Bahuguna, need to act in a sen-
towards reshaping ‘ DG lCFRE ' sitive  manner

Indian forest man- ;
agement. , B

Sharing views with ‘The
Hitavada’ on his visit to TFRI
Jabalpur, Dr Bahuguna expressed,
“Strangely, inspite of being known
for its huge manpower, India has
no people to serve its forests and
work towards forest management.”
He has firm belief that if due atten-
tion is paid towards investing in

forests then “ lot can be done to

towards their envi- |
ronment. No doubt, Indians are
undisciplined not only towards
ecology but also towards wildlife.
For wildlife conservation, tourism
and commercialisation in forests
are not the vital aspects. What India
needs at present is to halt such
kind of insensitive tourism, increase
monitoring in forests and rethink
over sustainable wildlife tourism. ”

, - (Contd on page 4)
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IGFRE Director
Dr V K Bahuguna
to visit TFRI today

@ He would be chairing the progress and
review meeting of TFRI along with director
Dr U Prakasham at TFRI campus.

B Staff Reporter

DR V K Bahuguna, Director General
i of Indian Council of Forestry
¢ Research and Education (ICFRE)
i Dehradun, and
i Chancellor FRI
i University (Forester of
i India) will visit Tropical
i Forest Research Institute
i (TFRI), Jabalpur, on
i Monday.
i Officers and scien-
i tists of TFRI would be
i felicitating him on his
" visit-to Jabalpur. He
would be chairing the progress and
review meeting of TFRI along with
director Dr U Prakasham at TFRI
campus. Other issues from the region
would also be discussed. Reviews
. _over several ongoing and upcoming
% researchers would also be taken up.
Science, ICFRE along with its

regional institutes including TFRI is
an autonomous body for advising
the Government of India, the State
Governments and other stakehold-
ers hke farmers, industries and aca-
demia on matters relat-
ing to forestry research

meeting the new chal-
lenges in the field of
forest conservation,
entire working needs
intensive reviews for
better execution of
researches on ground.

It is because of these.
reasons that the official visit of DG
holds significance for the institute.
Further, this visit is also important
with recent inclusion of Achankmar-
Amarkantak Biosphere Reserve in
World Network of Biosphere.

Dr Bahuguna is 1979 batch
(Contd on page 4)

and technologies for 4
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ICFRE Director Dr V K Bahugunato visit TFRI today

IFS officer of Tripura cadre and was earlier posted as Technical Expert (Forestry, Admn
.and Finance) in the rank of Additional Secretary in National Rainfed Authority (NRAA),
P]anmng Commission before takmg as DG for ICFRE.

With around 30 years of experience in different fields of public administration as mem-
ber of the Indian Forest Service, Dr Bahuguna is the only Indian to have been awarded
the prestigious Queen’s Award for Forestry for the year 2000 from the Commonwealth
Forestry Association UK for outstanding performance as a practlcmg natural resdurces
manager, scientists, trainer, administrator, and policy planner. He is also the only India
to have delivered Key-note address in the 16th Commonwealth Forestry Conference in
Perth (Australia) in April 2001. In the forestry profession, he has wide range of experi-
ence in {orests and other natural resources management (mcludmg hands on research and
training experience), environment, corporate affairs for managing business; policy for-
mulation & planning at the national level and legal negotiation at the international forums
as part of the Central Government Secretariat. He had tailored his efforts through out the
service caree * in changing the forest management practices, manner of administration of
laws and evolving people oriented policies in public administration. The officer is an mier-
nationally recognized expert in his field of work.
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