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V.K. Bahuguna, DG, ICFRE, and chancel-  ing to consolidate the scientific work done
lor of FRI a deemed university, in the ca- by the foresters and scientists in the past
pacity of chief technical advisor to thegov- 150 years ever since the inception of
ernment of India on forestry research, has forestry in order to ensure that these can
undertaken practical and positive steps to  be helpful in bringing about reforms.
augment key thrust areas. These proactive Land use practices of forestry and non-
measures are bound to have far-reaching forestry concerns have to be integrated.
impact on the environment of the country. Convergence is the key here. This conver-
In an interview with Anjali Nauriyal, gence, it is hoped, will strengthen food
Bahuguna talks about various steps . = . . -

he has taken to safeguard the green
belt of the state. Excerpts....

You have insisted on giving
prominence to research?

Yes, we have completely revamped
the thrust areas of research in
ICFRE with the creation of 35
themes and four thrust areas. I
strongly believe that issues like
livelihood of forest dwellers, rural
poor, tribal and farmers need to be
given more prominence. The focus
is on launching 'direct to consumer’
schemes for immediate transfer of
ICFRE technologies. Research has to
address climate and biodiversity issues and water security and also attend to de-
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and provide appropriate linkages. graded forests. People-centric adaption
strategies and technologies need to be em-
How is this being achieved? phasised in the context of vulnerability

‘We have established a think tank, knowl- due to impact of climate change on the
edge pool and effectual group to churn out forest ecosystem.
innovative ideas pertinent to contempo- .
rary forest issues. Alse we have developed Is ICFRE looking at creating models?
HRD policy for the scientists and are Yes, in the tribal areas we have undertak-
working on providing efficient leadership en projects for scientific enhancement of
to the ICFRE ai eemed university for

-achievingreal goals We arealsoattempt- -~ - Confinued on pe3 >






	[image: image2.jpg]For a greener
environment

>>Continued from pg1

capacity so that there is increase in the productivity for livelihood. We
are especially working on enriching lac, honey and tussar production.
We are reviewing and monitoring some of the models in the North-East
that are being used by the tribal. We have devised a project for shifting
forestry in the tribal land. If we are successful, we will replicate it in
other areas. In the next two years, we plan to create research models of
about Rs.4 crore to Rs.5 crore. In Agartala, we have set up the Centre
for Forest-based Livelihood that will work in tribal areas. Shortly we
are starting a scheme for non-timber forest products for about Rs.3
crore, which will later be introduced in 18 universities for assessment
of potential of non-timber products. Post-assessment we will work on
developing sustainable and non-destructive harvesting practices. Also
in 275 districts projects are being launched for assessment on the use of
forestry and non-forestry issues and combine panchayats and forests.

What is being done on the climate change front?

‘We have started work on the All India Coordinated Project on Climate
Change. This will majorly look at how forests can meet the challenges
of climate change by maintaining the hydrological cycle and how veg-
etational changes can be tackled. This project is very crucial for sus-
taining water resources of the country.

Tell us about the REDD plus project?

Today reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation
(REDD) is an active agenda. The government of India under its flagship
mission named Green India Mission, has established a REDD Plus cell
under the supervision of the Ministry of Environment and Forests to
coordinate REDD Plus activities. These seek to improve capacity of
multiple stakeholders, particularly forest dependent communities, to
implement REDD Plus at decentralised levels. The pilot projects under
this are being undertaken at locations that cover different forest types
and socio-geographic regions. Projects in conservation will be taken in
the Himalayan regions of various states, including Uttarakhand, HP
and J&K.

What are the other initiatives that merit mention?

In Chamoli and Tehri, we are focussing on monitoring the gains of Van
Panchayats for forest-related capacity building. In the Yamuna Basin
under the direction of a consortium of institutes, we are doing an en-
vironment impact assessment on hydro projects on behalf of the gov-
ernment. We are also working on biodiversity status report of the coun-
try to help livelihood issues and spread awareness. We plan to hold reg-
ular farmer fairs to familiarise farmers with the topic of superior
planting clones that we develop through improvised technology. A mela
is on the anvil in Noida shortly. We have also signed an MoU with the
Punjab Government to assess forest cover of the state and introduce
scientific technology.







