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DEHRADUN, 29 Dec: India
has more than 70 million hectares
under Forest Cover. India added
around 3 million hectares of
forest and tree cover over the last
decade. India’s forest also helps
to neutralise 11% of India’s
GHG emissions apart from being
the source of livelihood for about
200 million of forest fringe
dwellers. India’s forests were
classified for the first time in 1935
by Sir HG Champion and later
on revised by Champion and
Seth in 1968, dividing India's
forests into 16 types and about
221 sub-type groups.

Now, after about 45 years
since Champion and Seth's
classification is still used for
forest management purposes
while India's forests have
undergone tremendous changes
owing to anthropogenic and
‘various type of changes. About
30 million hectares of forest
plantations have also been
taken up in the last 50 years.

ICFRE to revise forest types of India

CARHWRAL Pos—t

In view of this, Dr VK
Bahuguna, DG, ICFRE has
established a task force with a
primary aim to revisit the forest
types of India and assess the
changes if any due to climatic
and other factors. The main
objective of the exercise is to
understand the impact of
climate change on forest
ecosystems and also to provide

the field foresters a forest
classification based on field
management imperatives. "The
task force will also work for
synchronising the forest types of
India with other internationally
accepted systems of
classification of forests, stated
Dr Bahuguna.

The Member Secretary of
the Task Force, Sandeep Tripathi,

disclosed that in the first
meeting of the task force held
on 28 December at the FRI

‘under the chairpersonship of Dr

Bahuguna, the timeline of the
action plan with template for
achieving the task has been
finalised. The task force will be
headed by DG, ICFRE and Dr
MS Swaminath, Additional

. PCCF of Karnataka will be the

Co-Team leader. Other
important team members
include Dr Manoranjan Bhanja
of Andhra Pradgsh, Dr GS
Goraya of Himachal Pradesh
and Dr Krishan Kumar, Director,
IFGTB, Coimbatore, besides
nodal officers from regional
institutes of ICFRE. The team
will finish its fieid work by June
2012.
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Task force for revision of

forest fypes to be set up

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
DEHRADUN, DECEMBER 29

The Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education
(ICFRE) has set up a task force
to work on revision of forest
types in the country.
According to the Director-
General of the ICFRE, Dr VK
Bahuguna, the ICFRE has
established a task force with
a primary aim to revisit the
forest-type of India and assess
the changes, ifany, due to cli-
matic changes and other fac-
tors. He said the main objec-
tive of the exercise is to
understand the impact of cli-
mate change on forest
ecosystems and also to pro-
vide the field foresters a forest
classification based on field
management imperatives.
Headed by the DG, the task
force will have Senior ICFRE
official Sandeep Tripathi as its
member secretary and Dr MS

Swaminath, Additional Princi-
pal Chief Conservator of
Forests, Karnatala, as the co-
team leader. Other important
team members include Dr
Manoranjan Bhanja of Andhra
Pradesh, Dr GS Goraya of
Himachal Pradesh and Dr
Krishan Kumar from the
ICFRE. The team will finish its
field work by June.

It is noteworthy that India
Forests were classified for the
first time in 1935 by Sir HG
Champion and later on
revised by Champion and
Seth in 1968, dividing India's
forests into 16 types and
about 221 sub-type groups.
Now, after about 45 years,
Champion and Seth's classifi-
cation is still used for forest
management purposes while
India's forests have gone
under tremendous change
owing to anthropogenic and
other types of chianges.
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