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Ban on axing trees in areas
above 1,000m is unscientific

PNS & DEHHADUN

The Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education
(ICFRE) director general VK Bahuguna informed the
Utta:akhand Chief Minister Vijay Bahuguna that though the
council is working on the Environmental Tmpact Assessment
(EIA) report for the Yamuna basin, it cannot do the same for
Ganga without the recommendation and approval of the Union
Government. He said this during a formal visit to the CM res-
idence on the weekend.

Talking to the CM on the works of ICFRE and environmental
issues, the DG said that the ban on axing green trees in forest
areas above 1,000 metres altitude in Uttarakhand is unscientif-
ic which is preventing regeneration and growth of forests. The
ICERE is also working on fringe forests adjoining villages in 275
districts of India as part of which the Forest Research Institute
is working in Uttarakhand, Punjab-and Haryana. He also told
the CM that frequent power cuts were disrupting research work
in FRI, requesting him to ensure redressal of the problem.
Responding to the DG’ invitation, the CM said that he would
soon visit the institute fo inaugurate a workshop for MLA from
Uttarakhand, Haryana and Punjab.
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(" Dr. Bahuguna calls
on CM, apprises about

ICFRE activiti
: activities
DEHRADUN, AUG. 6 (HTNS)

CFRE Director Dr. VK Bahuguna called on
I Chief Minister Vijay Bahuguna at CM’s Resi

dence and apprised him about various ac-
tivities undertaken by the ICFRE.

Dr. Bahugunainformed the CM that ICFRE along
with the Forest Department was working on Red
Plus project at Chamoli District. He said that fell-
ing of trees above the altitude of 1000 metres was
banned and unscientific. However, as the trees were
being felled it was adversely affecting the rejuvena-
tion of forest. He revealed that ICFRE was also
working on Fringe Forestin 275 districts all over
the country including 15 districts in Punjab,

Uttarakhand and Haryana.
| InUttarakhand the works were going on at Pauri,
Dehradun, Almora, Bageshwar, Chamoli, Nainital,
Pithoragarh, Tehri.and Uttarkashi districts. He also
suggested encouraging Bee-Keeping in the state.
Chief Minister Bahuguna said that Bee-Keeping
would be taken up comprehensively with Forest
Department, Dr. Bahuguna apprising the CM about
the power cuts said that it was adversely affecting
the research works of the Council. He urged the
CM to redress the problem. CM responding to the
invitation of Dr. Bahuguna said that he would visit
@FRE and interact with the scientists there.
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