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The herbal based health care and wellness sector in India, witnessing a steady growth over the years, is

poised to grow further. The herbal industry in the
country is also gearing up and undergoing a makeover
to both trigger and take benefit from this growth. The
medicinal plant resources, wild collected or cultivated,
forming base for the growth of herbal sector, are
experiencing a high demand, giving rise to concerns
about the sustainability of herbal raw drugs supply.
Moreover, there always have been concerns about the
diversity and identity of the herbal raw drugs in trade.

This publication, brought out by the Indian Council of
Forestry Research & Education as an outcome of an
assighment entrusted to it by the National Medicinal
Plants Board, Ministry of AYUSH, Government of India,
addresses many of these concerns. A result of
extensive field visits, interactions with experts and
stakeholders, and literature review, the publication
enlists 1178 medicinal plant species forming source of
1622 botanicals recorded in trade. Total commercial
demand of herbal raw drugs in the county estimated as
5,12,000 MT for the year 2014-15, is projected to
grow to 6,50,000 MT by 2020. The publication also

Medicinal Plants in India:
An Assessment of their Demand and Supply

=

National Medicinal Plants Board, Ministry of AYUSH
Government of India

Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education, Dehradun

Contents

Messages

Executive Summary i

Preface xi

Abbreviations xiii

Terms Used XV

Chapters

1. Herbal Sector in India: Current Scenario 01

2. Study Methodology and Strategy 07

3. Consumption by Domestics Herbal Industry 19

4. Consumption by Rural Households and Folk Healers 39

5.  Supply of Herbal Raw Drugs from Wild Collections 83

6. Supplies of Herbal Raw Drugs from Cultivation 107

7. Domestics Trade of Herbal Raw Drugs 145

8. Foreign Trade of Herbal Raw Drugs 181

9. Controversial Herbal Raw Drugs (Substitutes, Equivalents, 229
Adulterants)

10. Medicinal Plants Trade in India: Policy and Legislative 241
Framework

11. Medicinal Plant Species in Commercial Demand: 257
Consolidated Inventory and Analysis

12. Discussion and Recommendations 293

13. References 307

Annexure

1. Consolidated Inventory of Traded Medicinal Plants in India 317

brings out a list of 242 medicinal plant
species that are in high commercial
demand. Elaborate notes on the
medicinal plant  species  under
cultivation and those that have been
assessed as Red-listed have been
provided. Issues pertaining  to
controversial herbal raw drugs have
also been flagged. The text is laced with
images, graphics and case studies to
highlight the various issues.

This 424 page publication has been
organized in 12 thematic chapters and
envisages providing comprehensive and
reliable data on medicinal plants in
trade in the country to all concerned
with policy, research and actions
pertaining to medicinal plant resource
base and indigenous health care system
in the country. Moderately priced at Rs.
2,500/- plus Rs. 200/- postage charges
per copy. An early bird discount of 20%

on the cover price is available for orders received upto 30 June 2017 after that publication will be

available on 10% discount.
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